May  21,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


813 


Established  1859. 
Subscription:  Pourpence  a  Week,  Ten  Shillings  a  Year. 
Summer  and  Winter  Numbers,  1/-  per  Copy. 


Remittances  Payable  to  Edward  Halsb. 
Postal  Orders  and  Cheques  to  be  crossed  "  Martin's  Bank  (Limited).' 
Omar  Offices  :  42  GANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 
Bkanch  Offices  :  231  ELIZABETH  STREET,  MELBOURNE, 
AND  114a  PITT  STREET,  SYDNEY. 


THIS  JOURNAL  Is  regularly  supplied  by  subscription  to  the 
whole  of  the  Members  of  TWELVE  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETIES  in  the  British  Empire. 


CONTENTS:  Vol.  LII.  No.  21. 


PAGE 

Australasian  News   819 

Bankruptcy  Reports   842 

Business  Changes   843 

Colonial  and  Foreign  News  818 

Coming  Events    850 

Correspondence   848 

Deaths   833 

Deeds  of  Arrangement    842 

Editorial  Comments  : — 
Pharmaceutical  Politics  ....  834 
Java  Quinine  Arrangements  835 

Notes   836 

English  News  814 

French  News    818 

Irish  News   816 

Legal  Queries   849 

Legal  Reports   840 

Marriages   833 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries   850 


PAGE 

New  Companies  and  Company 

News   832 

Personalities    839 

Pharmaceutical     Society  of 
Great  Britain  :— 

Annual  Dinner   820 

Annual  Meeting   826 

Council  Election   832 

"Whispers    832 

Scotch  News   817 

South  African  News  819 

Students'  Corner   814 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  : — 
Assay  of  Syrup  of  Iodide  of 

Iron    837 

Bis  ninth  Oxycarbonate  837 

Discussion  at  Birmingham  ..  838 
Pharmacopoeia!  Literature  . .  838 

Trade  Notes   843 

Trade  Report   844 

Westminster  Wisdom   833 


AMERICAN  AND  CANADIAN  TRADE. 


We  desire  to  remind  advertisers  that  next  week's  issue  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  specially  circulated 
to  the  drug-trade  of  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  the 
West  Indian  Islands  (British).  War  notwithstanding,  all 
trade  figures  go  to  show  that  the  liking  for  British  goods 
in  these  markets  is  increasing,  and  now  is  the  time 
to  push  connection  with  buyers  there.  The  Publisher 
wishes  us  to  say  that  he  cannot  receive  advertisements  for 
the  issue  after  Wednesday  morning  next.  Advertisers 
should  get  into  communication  with  him  at  once  by  tele- 
phone, telegraph,  or  letter.  Telephone  No.,  Bank  852 ; 
telegraphic  address,  "  Chemicus  London";  postal  address, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA,  1898. 


There  has  been  a  little  delay  in  supplying  the  interleaved 
copies  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  to  those  who  have  ordered 
it  from  us,  on  account  of  the  interleaving  being  of  a  superior 
character,  specially  arranged  for  by  us.  All  copiesHvere,  how- 
ever, despatched  on  Thursday,  and  others  can  be  supplied  at 
13s.,  post  free.  We  still  supply  ordinary  copies,  to  sub- 
scribers only,  at  8s.,  post  free.  With  each  we  enclose  a  copy 
of  our  review  and  criticism  of  the  B.P.,  and  that  review  we 
still  supply  at  3s.  Qd.  per  dozen,  for  the  use  of  students  and 
for  distribution  to  medical  men. 


Lawyers  Letters  to  the  C.  D.  form  a  feature  of  our 
correspondence  (p.  848). 

A  New  Chemists'  Association  has  been  formed  at 
Tunbridge  Wells  (p.  814). 

Doctor  op  Pharmacy  is  a  new  degree  which  is  to  be 
adopted  by  the  University  of  Pan's  (p.  818). 

The  ex-manager  of  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society 
(Limited)  figures  in  the  bankruptcy  reports  (p.  842). 

Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  is  to  give  the  inaugural 
address  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy  this  year  (p.  825). 

The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P.,  does  not  think  there 
is  much  chance  of  passing  the  Pharmacy  Bill  this  Session 
(p.  822). 

Some  Important  Changes  in  the  way  the  accounts  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  published  are  to  be  made  in 
future  (p.  827). 

Mydriatic  Alkaloids  have  gone  up  in  price  this  week  ; 
so  have  mercury  and  mercurials ;  but  business  is  dull  on  th  e 
whole  (p.  844). 

The  Annual  "May  Meeting"  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  held  on  Wednesday  was  thinly  attended,  and  was 
quite  decorous  (p.  826). 

Messrs.  F.  C.  Calvert  &  Co.  have  brought  an  action 
against  another  firm  with  a  somewhat  similar  name,  a  com- 
promise resulting  (p.  840). 

The  Liquefaction  of  Hydrogen  on  a  large  scale  by 
Professor  Dewar  at  the  Koyal  Institution  has  been  the 
scientific  event  of  the  week  (p.  814). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Election  resulted  in  the  return 
of  all  the  present  members,  Messrs.  Gibbons  and  Campkin 
being  the  unsuccessful  candidates  (p.  832). 

Pharmaceutical  Formulas  (7s.  6d.  from  most  of  the 
wholesale  houses,  or  8s.  from  us  direct,  post  free)  is  selling 
almost  faster  than  we  can  get  them  bound  (p.  847). 

The  Court  of  Appeal  has  rescinded  a  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Mate  Tea  Company  on  the  ground  that 
the  advertised  representation  of  the  profits  was  not  justified 
(p.  841.) 

The  Chemists  at  Kimberley,  S.A.,  have  had  an  agree- 
ment in  regard  to  retail  prices  of  proprietary  articles,  but 
this  has  broken  down  through  the  action  of  a  leading  firm 
there  (p.  819). 

The  Vi-Cocoa  Company  have  paid  200Z.  compensation  to 
two  medical  students,  whose  portraits  they  published  with 
testimonials,  on  finding  that  they  had  been  hoaxed  by  some 
practical  joker  (p.  840). 

Further  Particulars  of  the  Bandoeng  Quinine-works 
are  given  in  an  article  on  p.  835,  wherein  we  also  mention  a 
proposal  to  bring  Java  cinchona-planters  and  European 
quinine-manufacturers  into  contact. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation  have  got  the  order  con- 
firmed by  the  Court  of  Appeal  requiring  their  antagonists 
to  state  where  they  got  the  saccharin  from  which  is  alleged 
to  infringe  the  corporation's  patent  (p.  840). 

Mr.  Swinton  describes  a  method  for  estimating  syr. 
ferri  iod.  B.P.,  Mr.  White  comments  upon  the  absence  of  a 
B.P.  test  for  nitrates  in  bismuth,  subcarb.,  and  we  report  a 
discussion  on  the  new  book  at  Birmingham  (p.  837). 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
on  Tuesday  evening,  and  was  notable  for  speeches  by 
the  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P.,  Professor  Dewar,  F.R.S., 
Sir  J.  Crichton  Browne,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  and  others 
(p.  820). 
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Conducted  by  Richabd  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

THE  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis 
will  be  a  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  exami- 
nation, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is 
to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  May  25 
and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  June  4. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the 
work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

The  report  on  the  April  analysis  will  appear  in  our  next 
issue. 


Local  newspapers  ontaining  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Liquefaction  of  Hydrogen. 

At  the  Royal  Society  on  Thursday,  May  12,  Professor 
Dewar  demonstrated  the  production  of  liquid  hydrogen, 
and  in  their  presence  produced  a  quantity  of  the  liquid. 
Hydrogen  in  this  form  is  clear  and  colourless,  shows  no 
absorption  spectrum,  and  the  meniscus  is  as  well  defined  as 
in  the  case  of  liquid  air.  Not  having  arrangements  at  hand 
to  determine  the  boiling-point,  he  made  two  experiments  to 
prove  the  excessively  low  temperature  of  the  boiling  fluid. 
In  the  first  place,  if  a  long  piece  of  glass  tubing,  sealed  at 
one  end  and  open  to  the  air  at  the  other,  is  cooled  by  immers- 
ing the  closed  end  in  liquid  hydrogen,  the  tube  immediately 
fdls  with  solid  air  where  it  is  cooled.  The  second  experiment- 
was  made  with  a  tube  containing  helium,  a  specimen  of 
which,  extracted  from  Bath  gas,  was  scaled  in  a  bulb  with  a 
narrow  tube  attached,  and  was  placed  in  liquid  hydrogen, 
when  a  distinct  liquid  was  seen  to  condense.  From  this 
result  it  would  appear  that  there  cannot  be  any  great 
difference  in  the  boiling-points  of  helium  and  hydrogen. 
Professor  De war's  exposition  of  his  methods  and  results  was 
warmly  applauded,  and  Lord  Lister,  Lord  Rayleigh,  Sir 
William  Crookes,  Dr.  Mond,  Dr.  Gladstone,  and  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne  bore  testimony  to  the  importance  of  the 
discovery.  Professor  Ramsay  suggested  that  the  liquefied 
helium  was  a  mixture  of  helium  and  argon,  and  hinted  that 
Professor  Olszewski,  in  determining  the  critical  temperature 
and  boiling-point  of  hydrogen,  had  practically  forestalled 
the  discovery.  Professor  Dewar  demanded  the  production 
of  the  letter  which  Professor  Ramsay  said  two  years  ago  he 
had  received  from  the  Polish  scientist,  and  added  that  there 
had  never  been  any  publication  of  the  alleged  research. 


In  a  letter  to  the  Standard  on  Saturday  Professor  Dewar 
replied  to  the  statements  which  have  been  put  forward  on 
behalf  of  Olszewski,  showing  from  a  paper  by  the  latter, 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine,  that  he  had  not 
obtained  liquefied  hydrogen  in  a  permanent  form,  and 
certainly  not  liquefied  helium. 

Chemical  Laboratory  for  Surrey. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  has  decided  to  fit  up  a  labor- 
atory and  appoint  a  chemist  who  will  undertake  analysis  for 
local  authorities,  and  carry  out  various  chemical  investi- 
gations. 

L.C.C.  Drug-contracts. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
Tuesday  last  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  reported  having 
invited  tenders  for  the  supply  of  23,780  tons  of  lime,  and 
5.550  tons  of  proto-sulphate  of  iron  for  precipitation  pur- 
poses at  the  Barking  and  Crossness  Outfall  Works. 

L.C.C.  Chemical  Department. 

The  Establishment  Committee  of  the  London  County  Council 
have  recommended  that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Grimwood,  senior 
assistant  in  charge  of  the  central  chemical  laboratory  of  the 
Council,  be  increased  from  350/.  to  400/.  a  year  by  two 
annual  instalments  of  25/.  It  was  also  recommended  that 
Mr.  C.  T.  Shelbourn  be  appointed  an  assistant  in  the  second 
class  of  the  chemists'  department  at  a  commencing  salary  of 
150/.  The  recommendations  were  opposed,  and  the  discussion 
was  postponed. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  will  be  held  in  Nottingham  on  July  13,  14,  and 
15  next,  Mr.  George  T.  Beilby,  F.C.S.,  Slateford,  N.B., 
has  been  nominated  President,  and  Professor  F.  Clowes, 
D.Sc,  Mr.  George  E.  Davis,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Kohn,  and  Mr.  John 
Heron  have  been  nominated  Vice-Presidents. 

For  the  A.I.C. 

The  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  has  placed  the 
I'niversity  of  Wales  on  the  list  of  Universities  whose  degrees 
with  honours  in  chemistry  shall  exempt  a  candidate  from 
the  necessity  of  passing  the  Institute's  Intermediate  examina- 
tion for  its  associareship. 

Botany  for  the  Masses. 

The  Parks  and  Open  Spaces  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  recommend,  as  an  experiment,  that  beds 
be  planted  in  Battersea,  Bavenscourt,  and  Victoria  Parks, 
with  suitable  specimen  plants  which  could  be  utilised  in  the 
teaching  of  botany  under  the  regulation  of  the  Parks  Com- 
mittee and  the  Technical  Education  Board;  and  that  a 
botanical  guide  to  the  selected  parks  be  published. 

Exceeding  His  Functions. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Camberwell  Vestry  the  report 
of  the  Public  Analyst  (Dr.  F.  L.  Teed)  was  read.  It  included 
a  statement  that  ten  samples  had  been  submitted  by  private 
individuals  under  Section  12  of  the  Act,  and  Dr.  Teed 
remarked  that  the  ten  purchases  in  question  were  made  on 
behalf  of  an  Association  having  its  headquarters  outside  the 
parish  ;  therefore  it  might  be  concluded  that  the  proceedings 
were  taken  more  out  of  trade  Tivalry  than  of  concern  for  the 
parish  of  Camberwell.  Mr.  Phillips  moved  that  the  report 
should  be  referred  back,  as  he  considered  Dr.  Teed  had  gone 
out  of  his  way  to  pass  a  censure  upon  certain  individuals.  It 
did  not  matter  to  the  Vestry  how  the  famples  were  obtained 
so  long  as  adulteration  was  put  down.  This  view  was 
generally  supported.  Dr.  Teed  faid  his  report  was  only 
intended  to  represent  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  but  he 
agreed  to  withdraw  the  observations  which  were  taken 
exception  to. 

Tunbridge  Wells    and  District    Chemists'  Association. 

This  is  a  new  Association  which  was  inaugurated  on 
May  5  by  a  dinner  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Tunbridge  Wells. 
'J  he  chemists  present  included  Messrs.  Booth,  ChevertOD, 
Dunkley,  Gough,  Gower.  Green,  Harris,  Hobbs,  A.  Nicholson, 
Ogle.  Pearmund.  Robinson,  Rogers,  Sells,  Tute,  and  Tweedy. 
I  Mr.  P.  A.  Robinson  presided,  and  the  following  toasts  were 
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given: — "The  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family;"  "  Success  to  ! 
the  T.  W.  and  D.  C.  A.,"  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  Sells,  reminded  ] 
to  by  the  Chairman ;  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  by  Mr. 
Dunkley  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hoobs   (local  Secretary) ;  '■  The  | 
Medical  Profession,"  by  Mr.  A.  Nicholson  and  Mr.  H.  Hirris; 
and  the  "President,"  by  Mr.  Ogle.    Songs  and  recitations 
were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Gough,  Rogers,  and  Hobbs, 
Mr.  Pearmund  assisting  at  the  piano.    The  officers  of  the 
Association  were  elected  by  ballot  immediately  before  the 
dinner,  as  follows: — Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  (President),  Mr.  G. 
Cheverton  (Vice-President),  Mr.  O.  Rogers  (Treasurer),  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  (Secretary),  and  Messrs.  Gough,  Gower,  and 
Ogle  (Committee). 

Plymouth  Chsmists'  Outing. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  purpose  having  their  annual  outing  on 
Wednesday,  June  8,  to  Membland  Drives,  special  permission 
being  obtained  from  Lord  Uevelstoke.  During  the  afternoon 
the  party  will  be  photographed,  and  a  "high  tea"  and 
tug  of  war  are  included  amongst  the  attractions.  Tickets, 
6s.  6d.  each,  may  be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the  Outing 
Committee,  of  which  Mr.  J.  Cocks  is  president. 

Chemical  Industry  Club. 

The  club  in  connection  with  the  London  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  dined  and  smoked  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Monday  night,  under  the  genial 
presidency  of  Dr.  Rudolph  Messel.  The  company  numbered 
in  all  about  a  hundred,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Dr. 
Ludwig  Mond,  F.R.S.,  Professor  Armstrong,  F.R.S.,  Mr. 
Horace  Brown,  F.R.S.,  Dr.  Otto  Hehner,  Dr.  Frederick  Power, 
Messrs.  Boverton  Redwood,  Alfred  Mond,  B.  E.  R.  Newlands, 
Edward  Bevan, Thomas  Tyrer,  Watson  Smith,  David  Howard, 
William  Webster,  J.  F.  Fuerst,  Jules  Fuerst,  A.  Zimmerman, 
C.  G.  Cresswell,  A.  Gordon  Hooper,  Oscar  Guttmann,  and 
Goddard  Clarke,  J.P.,  L.C.C.  After  dinner  a  smoking-concert 
was  indulged  in,  the  items  of  which,  both  instrumental  and 
vocal,  were  of  a  superior  character  throughout.  The 
humorous  ditties  of  Mr.  Fred  Stephens  and  the  ventriloquial 
sketch  of  Mr.  Fred  Russell  were  prominent  among  the  more 
popular  items,  and  the  cinematographic  exhibition  of  Mr. 
Jules  Fuerst  was  a  most  successful  and  much-lauded  per- 
formance. The  company  were  so  pleased  with  the  enjoyable 
character  of  the  evening,  and  the  perfection  of  the  arrange- 
ments generally,  that,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  Napier  Sutton,  was  toasted  with 
musical  honours. 

Motors  for  Chemists. 

The  motor  has  its  votaries  amongst  the  craft  as  well  as 
the  bicycle,  and  this  week  we  note  that  Mr.  T.  J.  Hayton, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Wigton,  has  purchased  a  motor-car, 
with  which  he  made  a  most  successful  trial  trip  from 
Carlisle  to  Wigton  the  other  day.  Mr.  W.  B.  Jevons, 
chemist,  Market  Rasen,  is  creating  a  similar  sensation  in  his 
part  of  the  country  by  careering  around  the  highways  on  a 
motor-tricycle  which  he  has  just  acquired. 

Theft  from  a  Chemical-works. 

Walter  Lane  (20),  labourer,  of  Hackney  Wick,  is  under 
remand  from  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  a  charge  of 
stealing  lead  piping  from  the  Phoenix  Chemical-works, 
Hackney.  The  prisoner  was  discovered  in  rather  a  peculiar 
way.  Mr.  James  Barnes,  manufacturing-chemist,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  works,  was  riding  in  a  carriage  of  the  North 
London  Railway  close  to  his  works  when  he  saw  the  prisoner 
leaving  with  a  coil  of  lead  piping — about  24  feet.  He  was 
given  into  custody  and  prosecuted,  because,  it  was  said,  such 
depredations  had  been  somewhat  frequent  of  late.  The 
damage  now  done  was  far  in  excess  of  the  actual  value  of 
the  piping  carried  off.  The  prisoner,  who  made  no  reply  to 
the  charge,  was  put  back  for  inquiries. 

Ringing  the  Changes  at  Lamplough's. 
At  the  Guildhall,  on  May  13,  Walter  Ward  (21),  a  well- 
dressed  young  man,  described  as  a  steward,  was  charged 
with  attempting  to  obtain  a  sovereign  by  means  of  a  trick. 
The  accused  went  into  Mr.  Lamplough's  shop  in  Wormwood 
Street,  and  called  for  a  seidlitz-powder,  tendering  a  sovereign 


in  payment.  The  assistant  gave  him  his  change,  when 
Ward  said,  "  Oh,  by  the  way,  could  you  give  me  change  for 
a  half-sovereign  ?  "  The  assistant  said  they  were  very  short 
of  change,  when  the  accused  said,  "  Oh,  I  don't  mean  that. 
I  mean  can  you  give  me  a  half-sovereign  for  ten  shillings' 
worth  of  silver."  This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  assistant 
placed  a  half-sovereign  on  the  counter.  The  defendant 
picked  it  up.  He  counted  out  ten  shillings  in  silver  and 
placed  it  on  the  counter,  bat  as  the  assistant  went  to  pick  it 
up  he  said,  "  Oh,  wait  a  moment,"  and  putting  down  the  half- 
sovereign  again  said,  "  Now  you  can  give  me  my  sovereign 
back."  The  assistant  saw  through  the  trick,  seized  the 
accused,  and  gave  him  into  custody.  Accused  pleaded 
guilty,  and  was  sent  to  prison  for  six  weeks  with  hard  labour. 

Stealing  from  a  Chemist. 

A  fashionably-attired  female,  giving  the  name  of  Mary 
Allison,  was  brought  before  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Borough 
Magistrates  on  May  12,  charged  with  stealing  a  smelling- 
bottle,  brush,  comb,  and  a  box  of  lozenges,  value  11.  13s.  8d., 
the  property  of  Mr.  Thos.  G.  Batting,  chemist  and  druggist, 
16  Calverley  Road. 

Mr.  Batting  stated  that  the  accused  had  been  a  customer 
of  his  for  some  time,  and  on  May  10  she  visited  his  shop  and 
asked  for  the  loan  of  five  shillings.  This  he  advanced  to  her, 
and  after  some  conversation  she  went  into  the  dentistry  de- 
partment and  had  a  stump  of  a  tooth  extracted.  After  she 
had  gone  he  missed  the  articles  mentioned.  The  prisoner 
again  visited  the  shop  in  the  evening,  when  he  gave  her  in 
charge.  Prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  stated  that  she  took 
the  articles  away  with  Mr.  Batting's  knowledge  and  consent. 
The  brush  and  comb  she  put  in  her  pocket,  but  carried  the 
smelling-salts  in  her  hands. 

Police-inspector  Greenwood  informed  the  Bench  that 
prisoner  ihad  been  convicted  of  larceny  at  Northampton  in 
1896,  and  on  the  previous  day  she  had  stolen  some  jewellery 
from  a  shop  in  the  borough,  but  the  tradesman  would  not 
prosecute. 

Accused  was  sentenced  to  one  month's  hard  labour. 

Told  the  Truth. 

On  May  16,  John  Henry  Williams,  described  as  a  chemist, 
but  who  is  not  on  the  register,  who  last  sessions  pleaded 
guilty  to  uttering  forged  cheques  for  small  sums,  was  brought 
up  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  sentence.  The  circumstances  of 
his  case  have  been  already  reported  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  April  30  (page  688).  In  reply  to  the  Recorder 
the  police  said  they  believed  the  prisoner's  statement  was 
correct,  and  he  was  bound  over  in  recognisances  to  come  up 
for  sentence  when  called  upon. 

The  Chemist  and  the  Bench. 

At  the  Lancaster  County  Court,  Lancaster  Castle,  on  May 
14,  Mr.  Thomas  Waddington,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  two 
drug-stores  at  Morecambe,  was  summoned  for  obstructing 
the  footpath.  Police  evidence  was  given  to  the  effect  that 
defendant  had  in  his  shop-window  an  automatic  machine, 
for  the  purpose  of  advertising  "  Daisy  Headache  Powders," 
and  the  attraction  was  so  great  that  a  crowd  of  about  thirty 
people  congregated  around  the  window,  causing  a  congestion 
of  the  regular  traffic.  The  police  warned  Mr.  Waddington's 
assistant  that  Mr.  Waddington  would  be  summoned,  but  the 
figure  was  not  removed  and  the  obstruction  continued.  Mr. 
Waddington  did  not  attend  the  court  personally  but  sent  his 
assistant,  and  this  circumstance,  and  the  fact  that  the  figure 
is  still  working,  seems  to  have  annoyed  the  Magistrates,  for 
they  adjourned  the  case,  and  granted  a  warrant  for  the 
attendance  of  Mr.  Waddington  himself. 

Was  the  Food  too  Concentrated  ? 

An  inquest  was  held  by  the  Exeter  City  Coroner  (Mr.  H.  W. 
Hooper)  on  May  10,  relative  to  the  death  of  Albert  Henry 
Snook,  aged  3  months,  son  of  a  cabdriver,  who  was  found 
dead  a  few  days  previously.  The  mother  stated  that  the 
child  had  been  delicate  since  birth,  and  after  the  first  six 
weeks  she  fed  it  on  Mellin's  food.  Dr.  Bremner,  who  was 
called  in  after  death,  said  he  thought  that  the  Mellin's  food 
which  the  child  had  been  taking  was  too  concentrated,  and 
the  child  could  not  digest  it.  The  directions  on  the  bottle 
were  not  sufficient.    He  considered  death  was  due  to  con- 
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vulsions,  probably  arising  from  acute  dyspepsia,  caused  by 
the  use  of  a  too  concentrated  food  for  so  delicate  a  child. 
A  verdict  was  returned  in  accordance  with  the  medical 
evidence. 

Poisoning  Hounds  with  Strychnine. 

At  Swindon  Police  Court,  on  May  12,  a  gamekeeper, 
named  Wise,  lately  employed  by  Major  T,  C.  P.  Calley  on 
the  Burdenop  estate,  was  summoned  for  laying  poison.  The 
proceedings  arose  out  of  the  poisoning  of  a  number  of 
hounds  of  the  Vale  of  White  Horse  Hunt  by  strychnine. 
Evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  Wise  had  purchased 
some  strychnine  from  a  Swindon  chemist,  and  defendant  was 
fined  four  guineas,  inclusive. 

The  Sals  of  Vermin  Killer. 

At  an  inquest  at  Birmingham,  on  May  16,  on  the  body  of 
Harriet  Trigger  (24),  who  committed  suicide  by  taking 
poison,  Mr.  T.  Weaver,  chemist,  Edward  Street,  Parade, 
stated  that  about  a  fortnight  previously  a  young  woman 
called  at  his  shop  and  asked  for  "  Battle's  Vermin  Killer." 
He  had  none  in  stock  at  the  time,  and  he  advised  her  to  try 
some  paste,  but  she  declined.  On  May  11  she  called 
again,  and  got  sixpenny  worth  of  the  vermin  killer.  In 
answer  to  the  Coroner,  Mr.  Weaver  said  there  was  an  entry 
in  his  book,  but  not  in  the  name  of  Trigger.  He  did  not 
know  her  name,  and  she  signed  herself  Harriet  Palmer.  He 
also  stated  in  reply  to  further  questions  that  he  supplied  the 
poison  in  small  yellow  envelopes  labelled  poison,  with  his 
name  and  address  on  the  outside,  according  to  law. 

Annoying  a  Chemist. 

Mr.  Francis  Joseph  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  South- 
port,  was  a  witness  in  a  case  at  the  Police  Court  in  which 
Peden  Rimmer,  a  local  grocer,  was  summoned  for  causing  an 
obstruction  by  preaching,  singing,  and  praying.  Mr.  Smith 
complained  of  the  annoyance  to  his  customers  by  the  ob- 
struction and  "  brawling  "  of  the  defendant.  The  case  was 
dismissed,  but  defendant  was  told  not  to  do  it  again,  or  a 
heavy  fine  would  be  imposed. 

Assaults  on  Chemists. 

Walter  MacEslen  was  charged  at  the  Hastings  Borough 
Police  Court  last  week  with  assaulting  Mr.  A.  E.  Bolshaw, 
chemist,  of  37  White  Rock.  The  complainant,  in  the  course  of 
his  evidence,  stated  that  on  the  previous  evening  his  servant 
complained  to  him  that  prisoner  had  followed  and  molested 
her.  Witness  remonstrated  with  him,  and  prisoner  thereupon 
struck  him  a  violent  blow  across  the  neck  with  his  fist. 
Witness  at  once  sent  for  a  policeman,  and,  upon  the  officer's 
arrival,  prisoner  struck  him  again.  Other  witnesses  were 
called  to  prove  that  prisoner  was  drunk.  The  defendant 
was  fined  10s.  and  costs,  or, in  default,  fourteen  days'  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  May  16  a  labourer  named 
George  Myers  was  charged  with  an  unprovoked  assault  upon 
Mr.  John  Moore,  a  retired  chemist,  residing  at  Balbam.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner,  without  provo- 
cation, struck  the  prosecutor  a  violent  blow  with  a  stick  as 
he  was  passing  along  Clapham  Road,  and  then  ran  away. 
The  accused,  who  said  he  must  have  been  under  the  influ- 
ence of  drink,  was  fined  40.?.  and  costs,  or  one  month. 

Cricket. 

Davy  Hill's  C.C.  v.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  CC.— Played  at 
Brockley,  May  7.    Scores  :  S.  &  H.,  34  ;  D.  II.,  49. 

Daw  Hill's  C.C.  v.  Citv  Mills  C  C. — Played  at  West  Ham 
Park,  Mav  14.  Scores:  D.  H..  77;  City  Mills,  42.  For 
winners  H.  S.  Collins  scored  20,  and  E.  Silsby  took  eight 
wickets  for  15  runs. 

Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s  C.C.  v.  the  Pharmaceutical 
C.C.  This  match  was  played  at  Wadham  Lodge  on  May  14, 
and  resulted :  Burgoynes',  82  (Taylor  22)  ;  Pharmaceu- 
ticals, 30. 

A  Gift  of  Arsenic. 
An  elderly  man  named  Wm.  Pain  (64).  living  at  Gorton, 
Manchester,  poisoned  himself  with  arsenic  on  May  12,  the 
apparent  cause  being  slackness  of  business.    His  wife  was 
also  found  to  be  suffering  from  sickness  at  the  same  time, 


and  it  was  surmised  that  the  pair  had  agreed  to  die  by  poison 
together,  but  Mrs.  Pain  has  recovered.  At  the  inquest 
Alfred  Bowers,  of  14  William  Street,  Gorton,  manufacturing- 
chemist,  informed  the  Coroner  that  he  gave  the  deceased 
half  a  pound  of  arsenic  three  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of 
killing  rats.  The  Coroner  :  That  was  enough  to  poison  all 
the  rats  in  Manchester.  Do  you  give  other  people  arsenic  in 
the  same  way  ?  Mr.  Bowers  :  Certainly  not.  The  Coroner  : 
It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  distribute  arsenic  in  that  wholesale 
way.  Mr.  Bowers  :  It  happened  three  years  ago,  and  I  have 
not  supplied  anyone  else  in  the  same  way  since.  A  verdict 
of  suicide  while  insane  was  returned. 

Chemists'  Clearance  Sale. 

Messrs.  Wyatt  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Lancaster, 
announce  that  in  consequence  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  Bank 
of  Liverpool,  which  also  involves  structural  alterations  to 
the  shop  at  present  occupied  by  them,  their  business  will  be 
temporarily  carried  on  at  premises  in  Market  Street.  Prior 
to  their  removal  there,  Messrs.  Wyatt  &  Co.  announce  a 
clearance  sale  of  their  stock  at  considerably  reduced  prices. 
Spring-cleaning  requisites  will  be  sold  at  a  reduction  of 
20  per  cent.,  toilet-preparations  and  perfumery  at  prices 
equivalent  to  cost,  soaps  at  cost-price,  while  sponges  will  be 
reduced  at  the  rate  of  2d.  in  the  Is. 

Burglary  at  Derby. 

At  the  Derby  Police  Court  on  May  16  James  Eley  (29)  was 
charged  with  being  found  on  the  enclosed  premises  of  Messrs. 
Blunt  &  Evans,  chemists,  Market  Place,  for  an  unlawful 
purpose.  There  was  a  further  charge  against  him  of  break- 
ing and  entering  a  dwelling-house  and  stealing  articles 
valued  at  16.?.  2d.  A  man  was  seen  entering  Messrs.  Blunt 
&  Evans'  back  premises,  and,  upon  a  search  being  made,  the 
police  found  the  prisoner  lying  on  his  stomach  on  the  roof  of  a 
warehouse.  They  shouted  to  him,  and,  seeing  there  was  no 
chance  of  escape,  he  allowed  himself  to  be  taken  into  custody 
Prisoner  was  remanded  for  a  week. 

Carbolic  Suicide. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Manchester  on  May  16,  on  the  bodies 
of  a  man  and  woman  who  were  found  dead  in  a  field  at 
Chorlton-cum-Hardv,  it  transpired  they  had  been  employes 
in  the  lozenge-factory  of  Messrs.  R.  Gibson  &  Sons,  of  Man- 
chester. The  man  (who  was  married)  had  been  for  the  last 
twelve  months  on  intimate  terms  with  the  woman,  who  was 
single.  The  deceased  man's  wife  had  come  to  know  of  the 
affair  aDd  had  complained  to  him  about  it.  A  few  days 
before  the  bodies  were  discovered  he  had  bought  carbolic 
acid  at  two  chemists'  shops  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  was 
the  drinking  of  this  poison  which  was  the  cause  of  death. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  felo  de  se  in  both  cases. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Preliminary  Modifications  Confirmed. 
The  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  have  approved  of  certain 
alterations  proposed  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  regulations  for  the  Preliminary  examination, 
providing  for  the  addition  to  the  Latin  test,  "to  translate  an 
easy  English  sentence  into  Latin,"  and  to  fix  the  days  for  the 
examination  on  the  first  Tuesdays  instead  of  the  first  Mon- 
days, as  now,  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 

Drug-contract. 

Mr.  Samuel  R.  Henry,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
appointed  contractor  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the 
County  Monaghan  Infirmary. 
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Compounders'  Salaries. 

At  the  April  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Monaghan 
and  Cavan  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Mr.  T.  Keown,  com- 
pounding-chemist,  applied  for  an  increase  of  salary,  but  the 
application  was  refused. 

Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Harvey,  Clonmel,  was  appointed 
apothecary  to  the  Clonmel  Union  at  a  salary  of  75/.  per 
annum.  Finding  this  insufficient,  he  applied  to  the 
Guardians  for  an  increase,  which  was  granted,  but  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  declined  to  sanction.  As  a  conse- 
quence Mr.  Harvey  resigned,  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Eaton  was 
appointed  two  years  ago  at  a  salary  of  HOI.  a  year  and  per- 
mission to  have  a  pharmacy  in  the  town,  which  latter 
privilege  had  hitherto  been  denied  a  compounder  to  the 
Union.  Mr.  Eaton  has,  however,  found  this  latter  arrange- 
ment to  be  still  unsatisfactory,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  management  he  applied  for  an  increase  in  the 
remuneration.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Mornessay)  said  that  15s. 
a  week  was  a  small  salary  for  the  duties  performed,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  matter  be  specially  considered  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  committee. 

Personal. 

Mr.  M.  R.  Whitla,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Monaghan,  has 
passed  his  Final  examination  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
is  now  a  registered  medical  practitioner. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  vacancy  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  W.  McKnight, 
Belfast,  will  be  rilled  by  the  co-option  of  Dr.  McWalter, 
proprietor  of  Leonard's  Medical  Hall,  and  branches,  Dublin. 

We  are  asked  to  mention  that  the  complimentary  dinner 
to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hardy,  President  of  the  Irish  Pharmacists' 
Assistants'  Association,  reported  last  week,  was  given  not  by 
the  Association,  but  by  a  number  of  Mr.  Hardy's  personal 
friends. 

The  Last  Reason  Enough. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Athy 
Guardians,  finding  fault  with  them  for  ordering  medicines, 
urgently  required,  from  the  local  chemist,  instead  of  the 
regularly  appointed  contractors.  The  Guardians  have  meekly 
replied  explaining  that  the  drugs  were  wanted  at  a  moment's 
notice,  that  the  contractor  resided  in  a  different  town,  and 
that  there  was  no  contractor,  as  the  contract  had  expired 
prior  to  the  ordering  of  the  medicines  in  question. 

Five  per  Cent,  for  Cash. 

Messrs.  Hayes,  CoDyngham,  &  Robinson,  pharmacists, 
Dublin,  have  adopted  a  cash  check  which,  in  addition  to 
registering  the  amount  of  each  sale,  supplies  a  printed  re- 
ceipt in  the  shape  of  a  ticket,  20s.  worth  of  which  entitles 
the  purchaser  to  a  rebate  of  Is.  in  respect  of  goods.  On 
the  back  of  eack  check  appear  advertisements  of  the  firm's 
specialities. 

The  L.G-.B.  Watchful. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  sent  to  the  Poor-law 
Unions  in  Ireland  a  circular-letter,  enclosing  a  form  for  a 
statement  showing  the  expenses  incurred  for  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  during  the  last  six  months,  and  the 
actual  salary  paid  to  apothecaries  or  compounders  of  medi- 
cines during  the  same  period. 

Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.  (Limited.) 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  this  company  the 
Chairman  (Dr.  Nedley),  said  there  had  been  a  material  in- 
crease in  their  business,  and  after  providing  for  all  dues 
and  demands,  the  directors  were  able  to  announce  a  dividend 
on  the  shares  of  the  company  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per 
annum.  Mr.  Shannon,  one  of  the  directors,  and  manager  of 
the  Kingstown  Branch,  retired  by  rotation,  and  for  his  seat 
he  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Alister,  joint  manager  of  the  central 
concern  in  Lower  Sackville  Street,  competed,  the  latter 
being  elected. 

Masonic. 

The  _  desirability  of  starting  a  Masonic  Craft  Lodge  of 
Galen  is  being  mooted  by  a  few  Dublin  pharmacists  who  are 
connected  with  masonry.  There  are  in  the  city  more  than 
enough  pharmaceutical  masons  to  form  a  separate  lodge. 


Coming  Events. 

The  company  question  promises  to  provide  material  for  an 
all-night  sitting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  at  their  next 
meeting.  Counsel's  opinion  in  the  matter  is  to  be  submitted, 
and^some  sensations  are  looked  for. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marlced  items  of  news  interesting 
to  me  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


County  Chemist. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Stirling  County  Council 
are  to  consider  and  report  as  to  the  advisability  of  fitting-up 
a  laboratory  at  the  County  Hall,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
chemist  for  analysing  water,  sewage  effluents,  &c. 

Objects  to  Vaccination. 

At  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court,  on  May  10,  Samuel  Boyd, 
chemist.  Annan,  pleaded  guilty  to  failing  to  vaccinate  his 
child,  3§  years  of  age.  Mr.  Boyd  stated  that  he  was  prose- 
cuted for  the  same  child  in  June,  1896.  having  conscientious 
objections  to  vaccination.  A  fine  of  5s.,  with  5s.  costs,  was 
imposed. 

Theft  of  Castor  Oil. 

At  the  Dundee  Sheriff  Court,  on  May  13,  Alexander  Miller, 
general  dealer,  Overgate,  pleaded  guilty  to  receiving  thirty- 
seven  tins,  each  containing  41  lbs.  of  castor  oil,  knowing 
them  to  have  been  stolen.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared 
that  the  prisoner  bought  damaged  castor  oil  occasionally 
from  Mr.  P.  Sandeman,  chemist  and  drysalter,  and  was  in 
the  habit  of  giving  the  message-boy  something  for  himself  so 
that  he  might  keep  all  the  damaged  oil  for  him.  By  means 
of  this  system  of  corruption  the  lad  was  induced  to  give 
prisoner  good  oil,  and  it  was  only  when  Mr.  Sandeman's 
books  had  been  examined  by  an  accountant  at  the  end  of 
March  that  the  extent  of  the  theft  was  discovered.  Prisoner 
was  sentenced  to  ninety  days'  imprisonment. 

Poisoned  by  Weed-killer. 

At  Aberlour,  on  May  10,  Alexander  Grant,  labourer,  Rinni- 
chat,  while  engaged  in  a  garden  in  the  village,  drew  from  a 
cask  some  "  weed-killer,"  and,  thinking  it  was  sour  beer,  par- 
took of  a  good  quantity  of  the  liquid.  Ten  minutes  after- 
wards he  was  seized  with  violent  pains  and  foaming  at  the 
mouth,  followed  by  vomiting.  An  emetic  of  mustard  and 
warm  water  was  administered  and  a  doctor  called  in,  but  the 
unfortunate  man  died  three  hours  after  swallowing  the 
poison.  Deceased,  who  was  about  50  years  of  age,  was  a 
grand-nephew  of  the  two  brothers  Grant  made  famous  as  the 
"Cheeryble  Brothers"  in  Dickens'  "Nicholas  Nickleby." 

Honouring  a  Chemist. 

At  the  Crown  Hotel,  Falkirk,  on  May  12,  Mr.  David  Mur- 
doch, chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  was  entertained  to 
a  complimentary  dinner  by  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  in 
Falkirk  and  district,  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from 
business  and  departure  from  the  town  to  take  up  his  resi- 
■  dence  in  Edinburgh.  Provost  Weir  presided,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
i  Town  Clerk,  was  vice-chairman.  Amongst  those  present 
were  many  chemists  in  business  who  had  served  their  ap- 
prenticeship with  Mr.  Murdoch,  and  who  came  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  do  honour  to  their  old  master. 
Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were  read  from  several 
gentlemen,  amongst  them  one  from  Mr.  J.  L.  Ewing,  Chair- 
man of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  who  stated  that  Mr.  Murdoch  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Scotland.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  formation  of  the  North  British 
Branch  of  the  Society,  now  nearly  lifty  years  ago,  and  as 
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local  secretary  for  Falkirk  for  the  last  thirty  years  had 
rendered  great  service  to  the  Society.  The  Yice-Chairman, 
in  proposing  the  health  of  Mr.  Murdoch,  alluded  to  the 
services  which  Mr.  Murdoch  had  rendered  to  the  town,  and 
to  themselves  individually.  Mr.  Murdoch  was  regarded  by 
all  as  an  upright,  honest,  good  Christian  man.  He  did  not 
like  many  changes.  He  had  been  in  the  same  shop  for  fifty- 
one  years,  had  sat  in  the  same  church  for  fifty-one  years, 
and  had  held  the  same  political  opinions  for  fifty-one  years. 
Mr.  Murdoch,  in  reply,  said  he  was  loth  to  leave  the  business, 
but  it  would  be  selfish  on  his  part  to  continue  longer,  and  he 
thought  it  right  to  give  place  to  younger  men,  with  newer 
methods,  who  had  devoted  a  great  deal  of  study  to  their 
profession.  He  had  been  in  Falkirk  sixty-two  years.  The 
original  occupant  of  his  premises  was  Mr.  Robert  Walker, 
who  was  in  business  for  thirty-five  years  in  the  shop  before 
him,  so  it  had  thus  been  an  established  pharmacy  for  ninety- 
seven  years.  He  (Mr.  Murdoch)  wished  he  could  have  stayed 
in  it  a  few  years  longer,  so  that  he  could  have  finished  the 
century.  He  thanked  them  all  for  the  great  honour  they 
had  done  him. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Doctoe  op  Phaemacy. — At  the  recent  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  the  President  (M.  Bour- 
quelot)  announced  that  a  new  Paris  University  degree  of 
"  Doctor  of  Pharmacy  "  had  been  decided  on. 

The  Intebnational  Phaemaceutical  Congbess. — At 
the  same  meeting  the  President  referred  to  the  Congress  to 
be  held  in  Paris  during  the  1900  Exhibition.  It  was  time,  he 
said,  to  appoint  a  committee,  and  raised  the  question 
whether  the  pharmacists  should  associate  with  the  Con- 
gress of  Doctors  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1900,  or  keep  the 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  perfectly  distinct.  It  was  decided 
that  the  committee  should  consult  on  the  subject  with  the 
General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists  for  the  organi- 
sation of  the  Congress. 

Socialists  and  Budding  Savants. — M.  Jaures,  the 
eloquent  leader  of  the  Socialists  in  the  recently  dissolved 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  who  has  not  been  re-elected  to  the 
Chamber,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  bis  constituents  refers  to 
the  "  great  work  of  Socialist  education  to  be  accomplished," 
adding :  "  Amongst  those  who  have  become  imbued  with 
Socialism  are  a  number  of  young  men  of  the  less  wealthy 
middle  class,  who  are  the  coming  generation  of  chemists, 
savants,  engineers,  and  professors,  but  their  science  is  un- 
fruitful through  not  being  in  contact  with  the  progressive 
energy  of  the  militant  Socialists.  I  should  like  to  devote 
myself  now  to  organising  the  combined  efforts  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  the  young  scientists  to  whom  I  have  referred." 

Thefts  of  Patent  Medicines. — A  complaint  was  re- 
cently lodged  with  the  Paris  police  to  the  effect  that  patent 
medicines  were  being  offered  to  pharmacists  here  at  such 
low  prices  that  manufacturers  were  being  undersold  in  their 
own  goods.  It  became  evident  that  a  fraud  of  some  kind 
was  being  perpetrated,  and  the  matter  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  detectives.  After  some  research,  suspicion  fell  on 
an  agent  named  Coulomb,  and  he  was  found  to  be  associated 
with  a  number  of  pharmacists'  assistants.  Some  of  these 
were  watched,  and  it  transpired  that  they  were  "  annexing  " 
patent  medicines  from  the  pharmacies  they  were  employed 
in,  Coulomb  afterward  finding  a  market  for  the  goods.  The 
latter  was  at  once  arrested,  together  with  his  paramour. 
Five  assistants  are  also  under  lock  and  key,  and  other  arrests 
are  imminent.  The  thefts  are  supposed  to  amount  to  about 
lD.OOOf.  (400/.).  Action  was  first  taken  in  the  matter  by  the 
Union  of  Manufacturers  for  Protection  of  Trade-marks,  the 
patent-medicine  makers  having  thought  their  goods  were 
being  imitated  in  the  same  way  that  English  specialities 
have  been  counterfeited  on  the  Continent.  This  is  the 
second  case  of  organised  thefts  of  patent  medicines  that  has 
been  discovered  in  Paris  during  the  past  year. 


"  Have  got  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  through  whole- 
sale house,  and  am  well  pleased  with  it." — J.  C.  Thompson 
(Middlesboro'). 


Colonial  ano  foreign  Hews, 


Co-opebative  Pharmacy. — A  firm  has  been  founded  in 
Brussels  under  the  title  of  Maison  Centrales  de  Produits 
Chimiques  et  Pharmaceutiques  for  the  co-operative  supply  of 
drugs  to  Belgian  pharmacists. 

E.I.  Sandalwood  Oil.— The  Mysore  Government  have 
put  an  end  to  the  exclusive  privilege  of  distilling  sandal- 
wood oil  in  that  State  by  rejecting  the  application  of  a 
Coonoor  distiller,  Mr.  H.  S.  Lee,  who  applied  for  the 
monopoly  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  The  monopoly  granted 
to  Mr.  F.  P.  Hay,  of  Hunsur,  some  'years  ago  was  cancelled 
in  1896. 

Bebzelius  Anniveesaey.  —  The  Swedish  Society  of 
Physicians  proposes  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  death  of  Berzelius,  the  famous  chemist  (who  died  on 
August  5, 1848),  by  the  foundation  of  a  gold  medal,  which  is  to 
be  awarded  to  persons  distinguished  in  medical  chemistry. 
Berzelius  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1807. 

Saltpetee  Contraband  of  'Was.  —  The  Norwegian 
steamship  Fram  (not  Nansen's  vessel)  took  a  load  of  600  tons 
of  saltpetre  at  Hamburg  the  other  day,  which  was  intended 
for  a  port  in  Spain,  but  on  May  7  she  had  to  put  in  at 
Rotterdam  pending  decision  as  to  whether  her  cargo  is  or  is 
not  contraband  of  war.  There  is  a  conference  at  the  Hague 
on  the  matter. 

The  Impoetations  of  Opium  into  the  port  of  Foochow 
in  1897  were  2,000  chests  Malwa,  1,218  Patna,  164  Benares, 
and  Persian  612  chests.  These  figures  show  a  decline  all 
round,  especially  in  the  Malwa  variety,  while  Persian,  as  the 
cheaper  drug,  was  imported  more  freely.  British  firms  at 
Foochow  have  almost  ceased  to  import  opium,  the  trade  being 
mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

Gas-cylindeb  Dispute.  —  The  Sirdar's  Carbolic  Acid 
Company  (Limited)  some  time  ago  brought  suit  against 
Messrs.  Bertie-Smith  &  Co.,  of  Bombay,  to  recover  rent  and 
damages  for,  and  value  of,  certain  empty  gas-cylinders 
alleged  to  be  wrongfully  detained  by  defendants.  Mr. 
Justice  Fulton  gave  judgment  the  other  day,  dismissing  the 
suit,  and  adding  that  he  thought  the  whole  of  the  litigation 
had  been  caused  by  an  irregularity  in  the  books. 

The  Tunisian  Tabiff. — The  Board  of  Trade  have  re- 
ceived through  the  Foreign  Office  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
her  Majesty's  Acting  Consul-General  in  Tunis,  enclo.sing  a 
copy  of  the  Journal  Ofticiel  Tunisien  for  May  3,  which 
contains  the  decree  establishing  the  new  Tunisian  tariff  of 
import  and  export  duties.  The  tariff  can  be  seen  on  appli- 
cation at  the  Commercial  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  7 
Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W.,  on  any  day  between  the  hours  of 
11  and  5. 

Poison-laws  in  New  Yobk. — A  large  number  of  prose- 
cutions have  been  instituted  lately  against  New  York  phar- 
macists for  violating  the  poison-laws.  This  crusade  is  the 
outcome  of  an  article  in  the  New  York  Tde;iraph,  which 
alleged  that  poisons  were  obtainable  from  pharmacists  in 
violation  of  the  poison-laws.  Of  the  half-dozen  cases  tried 
two  submitted  to  fines  of  $20.  Of  the  other  four  two  were 
held  over,  one  was  dismissed  with  a  caution,  and  the  other 
was  fined  825 

Phabmacy  in  the  Spanish  Colonies.— On  April  12  an 
order  was  issued,  under  the  name  of  the  Government  of 
Spain,  to  the  effect  that  pharmacists  carrying  on  business  in 
the  colonial  possessions  of  Spain  should  hold  the  qualifica- 
tion requisite  for  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  the  mother 
country.  Generally  the  regulations  applying  to  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  in  Spain  will  also  apply  to  the  colonies,  and  it 
is  decreed  that  the  charges  shall  not  exceed  by  a  certain 
amount — viz.,  60  per  cent. — those  charged  in  Spain  itself. 

Messes.  Leopold  &  Co.,  a  firm  of  merchants  and 
chemists  at  Bombay,  have  entered  an  action  for  defamation 
against  the  Bombay  Gazette  for  25,000r.  According  to  the 
plaint,  a  letter  disapproving  of  some  disinfectants  supplied 
by  complainants  to  the  Bombay  Municipality,  and  which  was 
read  in  the  Standing  Committee,  was  published  in  the  de- 

i  fendant's  newspaper.    The  contention  is  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Standing  Committee  were  private,  and  that  the  journal 

I  had  no  right  to  publish  the  letter.  The  case  has  not  yet  been 

I  heard. 
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Soutb  Hfrfcan  iRem 

(From  our  Correspondents.") 


Personal.— Mr.  W.  D.  Copley  (Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley, 
of  Buluwayo)  is  lying  ill  in  the  hospital  at  Buluwayo  with 
fever.  He  is  making  fair  progress,  and  is  expected  to  make 
-a  trip  to  the  coast  shortly. — Mr.  A.  E.  Linley,  formerly  with 
one  of  the  wholesale  houses  in  Cape  Town,  has  opened  a 
drug-store  on  his  own  account  at  Simon's  Town,  the  naval 
port  of  South  Africa,  under  the  style  of  A.  E.  Linley  &  Co. 
As  there  is  no  other  dispensing-chemist  in  Simon's  Town  the 
store  has  a  future. 

Cape  Food  and  Deugs  Act,  1890.— The  senior  analyst, 
Mr.  Chas.  F.  Juritz,  has  issued  his  report  upon  articles 
analysed  in  the  Government  Analytical  Laboratory  during 
the  three  months  ending  March  31.  Out  of  308  articles 
analysed  60  only  were  found  adulterated,  and  of  these  three 
only  were  drawn  from  chemists.  The  tincture  of  quinine 
purchased  from  a  Port  Elizabeth  firm  contained  107  gr.  to 
•the  pint  instead  of  the  quantity  required  by  the  B.P.  The 
other  two  were  saffron,  one  sample  of  which  came  from  Port 
Elizabeth,  the  other  from  Cape  Town.  The  former  sample 
was  adulterated  to  the  extent  of  29  per  cent,  with  barium 
sulphate,  the  latter  with  9  per  cent,  of  potash  salts  and  4 
per  cent,  of  barium  sulphate.  No  fewer  than  twenty-two 
samples  of  tr.  camph.  co.  were  taken  in  Cape  Town,  all  of 
which  proved  genuine.  Forty  samples  of  tinned  milk  were 
taken,  chiefly  at  Cape  Town  and  Port  Elizabeth.  Eighteen 
proved  genuine ;  the  remaining  twenty-two  were  adulterated 
by  abstraction  of  62  to  94  per  cent,  of  cream.  No  fines  have 
been  imposed  against  chemists. 

Cutting  at  Kimbebley.— In  July  of  last  year  all  the 
chemists  of  Kimberley  mutually  agreed  to  fixed  prices  for 
patent  medicines  and  proprietary  articles,  and  all  went  well 
until  last  month,  when  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.  made  an 
"important  announcement"  by  newspaper  advertisement  to 
'the  effect  that  they  now  supply  patent  medicines  at  greatly 
reduced  prices,  and  the  following  are  some  of  the  examples 
that  were  given  : — 

Other 

Leimon's  Chemists' 
Prices.  Prices. 

Allen  s  hair  restorer   6    6      ...      8  0 

Beecham's  pills    13      ...      \  6 

Beetham's  glycerine  and  cucumber    13      ...  16 

Bovril,  2  oz  16     ...     2  0 

Browne's  chlorodyne  1    3     ...     1  6 

Carter's  pills   13      ...  16 

■Clarke's  blood-mixture    3    6      ...      4  0 

Cockle's  pills   1    3      ...      l  6 

Cuticura  ointment    2    9      ...      3  6 

Dinneford's  magnesia   1    3      ...      1  6 

Fellows'  syrup  4    0      ...      5  0 

Kepler's  extract  of  malt    2    9     ...     3  6 

Powell's  balsam    1    3      ...      1  g 

Steedman's  powders   13      ...  16 

Williams's  pink  pills  2    6      ...      3  3 

Woodward's  gripe-water    16     ...  19 

Promptly  Messrs.  N.  O.  Ruffel,  Helmore  &  Alldridge,  A 
Davison,  C.  H.  Turpin,  W.  N.  Cooper,  J.  W.  Robinson,  and 
W.  Gasson,  the  "  other  chemists,"  responded  with  an 
announcement  to  the  effect  that  their  prices  were  "  as  low 
and  in  many  cases  much  lower"  than  Messrs.  Lennon's.  This 
advertisement  was  followed  up  by  a  "  Manifesto,"  from  which 
the  following  paragraphs  arc  extracts  : — 

The  "  other  chemists  "  would  like  to  point  out  to  the  public  that 
this  very  firm  has  hitherto  been  charging  exactly  similar  prices 
as  the  "  other  chemists,"  under  a  written  agreement,  entered  upon 
by  all  local  chemists,  to  fix  a  uniform  retail  price  for  pxtent 
medicines,  based  upon  a  very  moderate  rate  of  profit,  and  com- 
paring favourably  with  prices  ruling  at  the  coast. 

This  breach  of  agreement  on  the  part  of  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co. 
constitutes  an  unfair  attempt  to  "cut  the  ground"  under  the 
feet  of  their  competitors,  who  strongly  resent  being  thus  treated. 

Every  one  will  remember  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chemists' 
Association  (Kimberley  branch)  it  was  found  necessary  to  raise 
the  prices  of  patent  medicines  and  proprietary  articles  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extra  duties  imposed,  so  as  to  allow  a  fair  margin 
of  profit,  and  the  selling  of  only  the  best  goods,  and  that  all 
chemists  signed  this.  In  consequence  of  one  firm  breaking  this 
agreement,  the  other  firms  have  resolved  to  give  their  customers 


the  opportunity  of  cost  prices.  As  these  firms  import  direct  they 
can  do  this,  and  ensure  their  patrons  that  all  s  uch  goods  in  con- 
sequence are  absolutely  fresh. 


Bustralaeian  IRem 

(Feom  C.B.A.,  Apbil  1.) 

Feom  England. — Arthur  Singleton  Larcombe  (25),  a 
chemist's  assistant,  who  arrived  at  Armadale,  N.S.W.,  from 
England  five  months  ago,  committed  suicide  in  an  hotel 
there  on  March  18  by  drinking  prussic  acid. 

Registbation  op  British  Certificates  in  Tas- 
mania.— As  the  Tasmania  Pharmacy  Board  requires  evidence 
of  apprenticeship,  it  will  be  necessary  in  future  for  every 
Englishman  who  wishes  to  be  registered  in  Tasmania  to 
produce  his  indentures  duly  discharged,  as  well  as  his  cer- 
tificate. 

New  Zealand  Deug  Company. — The  report  of  this 
company  for  the  last  financial  year  shows  a  net  profit  of 
12,922/.  19s.  from  which  1,000/.  has  been  written  off  for 
depreciation  of  chemical-works  at  Auckland.  A  dividend  of 
7  per  cent,  has  been  paid,  which  absorbs  5,389/.,  and  the 
balance  carried  forward. 

New  Zealand  Customs  Decisions. — The  following  have 
lately  been  gazetted: — •"  Crystallose,"  as  saccharin,  Is.  62. 
per  lb. ;   "  Kalkamine,"  as   soda  crystals,   2s.  per  cwt. 
"Kalamite,"  as  water-hardening  chemicals,  for  brewers'  usi 
free  ;  Dr.  Redwood's  "  Sarsaparilla,"  40  per  cent. ;  "  Vioroua,' 
as  a  proprietary  medicine,  40  per  cent. 

New  Zealand  Gum  Industry. — The  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Kauri  gum  industry,  whose  report  has  just  been 
issued,  suggest,  as  a  check  to  the  immigration  of  Austrians 
(who  appear  to  devote  themselves  entirely  to  gum-digging), 
that  no  one  but  a  settler  should  be  allowed  to  hold  a  gum- 
digging  licence  till  after  twelve  months'  residence  in  the 
colony.  The  Commission  also  propose  to  impose  an  export- 
duty  on  the  gum. 

Chemists  and  the  N.Z.  Shop  Act. — Mr.  W.  C.  Fitz- 
gerald, chemist,  Wellington,  N.Z.,  sold  a  packet  of  tea  on 
the  statutory  half-holiday,  and  he  was  in  due  course  sum- 
moned before  the  Magistrate,  who  took  time  to  consider  his 
verdict,  especially  as  another  case  was  pending,  in  which 
the  legality  of  exposing  a  camera  for  sale  on  the  half- 
holiday  was  involved,  and  the  principle  was  this — that  a 
chemist  only  selling  goods  as  were  commonly  and  ordinarily 
sold  by  chemists  in  general  in  town  and  country  was  within 
the  exception  of  the  3rd  section  of  the  Shops  aud  Shop 
Assistant  Act,  1894,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1895.  In 
Fitzgerald's  case  the  evidence  was  conclusive  that  chemists 
in  general  did  sell  tea  in  various  forms.  Therefore,  applying 
the  rule  in  the  camera-case,  he  found  that  defendant  on  the 
day  alleged  in  the  information  was  carrying  on  business 
"  exclusively  as  a  chemist,"  and  acquitted  him. 

New  South  Wales  Society.— The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  mother  colony  was  held 
at  Sydney  on  March  15,  Mr.  L.  P.  Williams  (President)  in 
the  chair.  As  during  the  past  year  the  colony  has  got  a 
good  working  Pharmacy  Act,  the  President  took  the  oppor- 
tunity in  his  address  of  sketching  in  graphic  lines  the 
history  of  the  Society  since  its  foundation  in  1876.  He  said 
that  since  that  year  1,247  certificates  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
had  been  issued,  and  there  were  now  570  persons  in  the 
colony  who  hold  such  certificates,  of  whom  499  are  regis- 
tered pharmacists  and  seven  medical  men.  He  regretted  that 
the  College  of  Pharmacy  had  to  be  abandoned  last  year 
through  lack  of  support,  and  pointed  out  that  the  Victorian 
Government  gave  the  Melbourne  College  1,000/.  a  year  at 
first,  now  500/.,  while  the  N.S.W.  Government  gave  the 
Sydney  College  nothing.  The  balance-sheet  showed  that 
the  expenditure  during  the  year  had  been  about  25/.  in 
excess  of  the  income  (303/.).  Mr.  Harry  Sadler,  a  former 
President  of  the  Society,  was  the  only  new  member  elected 
to  the  Council. 

"  1  congratulate  you  on  your  book,"  remarked  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmacopceia  Committee  a  propos  of  11  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  " — "  it  was  wanted,  and  fills  the  bill." 
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ONCE  more  the  members  of  the  Society  assembled  for  dinner 
in  company  with  their  friends,  whom  a  wicked  compositor 
had  for  the  nonce  dubbed  "  feiends,"  thus  adding  to  the 
amusement  and  doing  no  harm  to  anyone.  The  company  was 
by  no  means  as  numerous  as  usual,  as  may  be  judged  from 
the  subjoined  list.  There  were  between  thirty  and  forty 
official  guests,  and  there  was  a  bulky  contingent  from  the 
wholesale  trade,  which  is  ever  careful  to  show  respect  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society ;  so  that  when  allowance  is  made  for 
these  two  elements  the  actual  members  of  the[Society  shrink 
tip  into  the  compass  of  a  Pharmacy  Club  dinner.  This  is 
not  a  criticism,  but  a  record  of  a  fact  as  we  find  it. 

Be  it  known  to  all  who  do  not  follow  the  work  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  closely  that  this  is 
the  fifty-seventh  time  that  the  Society  has  held  an  annual 
meeting,  and  this  meeting,  once  followed,  is  now  preceded  by 
a  dinner  of  the  members.  Last  year's  dinner  was  the 
decennial  one  on  behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and 
at  that  there  were  no  guests,  because  pharmaceu- 
tical benevolence  is  confined  to  pharmaceutical  folk. 
The  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening  of  this  week  was  held 
in  the  Victoria  Hall  of  the  Hotel  Cecil.  Mr.  Walter  Hills, 
F.C.S.  (President  of  the  Society),  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
spur  tables  were  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Xewsholme. 
F.C.S.  (Vice-President),  Mr.  Robert  Hampson  (Treasurer), 
Mr.  Richard  Bremridge  (Secretary),  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  Mr. 
Isaiah  Bourdas,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  L.C.C.,  and  Mr.  G.  S. 
Taylor.  The  President  was  supported  on  the  right  by  the 
Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P.,  Mr.  Thomas  Bryant,  F.R.C.S., 
Professor  James  Dewar,  Dr.  R.  Farquharson,  M.P.,  Dr. 
Thomas  Stevenson,  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  Dr.  Thomas  Thorpe, 
Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  Air.  Thomas  Greenish,  and  Dr.  Attfield. 
On  the  left  were  Sir  W.  B.  Foster,  M.D.,  M.P.,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Chaney,  C.B.,  Sir  James  C.  Browne,  Dr.  Frank  Clowes,  Dr. 
Macnaughton  Jones,  and  Mr.  Michael  Cartcighe.  Everyone 
was  supplied  with  a 

List  of  Guests 
by  the  stalwart  toastmaster  whose  voice  is  a  feast  in  itself, 
and  without  whom  these  annual  dinners  would  be  dull.  This 
is  the  list,  from  which  we  have  struck  out  only  the  names  of 
the  journals  represented  and  a  few  of  the  lines  devoted  to 
what  the  menu-card  called  "  feiends."  We  do  not  say  that 
all  who  are  named  on  the  list  were  present : — ■ 

Dr.  J. 


Allen,  C.  B. 
Allen,  — 
Anderson,  G. 
Arkinstall,  W 


Arnold,  H. 
Arrow,  J.  J. 
Arrowsmith,  A. 
Atkins,  S.  R. 


R. 


Attfield, 
F.R.S. 
Baiss,  A. 
Barron.  — 


Baseombe,  F. 
Bateman,  T.  H. 
Bateson,  A.  C. 
Bateson,  T. 
Bell,  John 
Birch,  H.  C. 
Bolton,  H.  N. 
Bolton,  H.  X.,  jun. 
Bottle,  A. 
Boardas,  I. 
Bourdas,  I.,  jun. 
Boutall,  G.  S. 
Bowen,  J.  W. 
Boyes,  A. 

Bremridge,  R.  (Sec- 
retary) 

Bremridge,  R.  Hard- 
ing 

Bridge,  A. 

Brookfield,  A.  M., 
M.P. 

Browne,  Sir  J.Crich- 
ton,  F.R.S. 

Bryant,  T.,  F.R.C.S. 
(President  Royal 
Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Society) 

Butler,  H.  T. 

Carteighe,  M. 

Carter,  R.  W. 

Castle,  J.  W. 

Chaney,  H.  J.  (Su- 
perintendent of 
Standards) 

Chater,  A.  J. 

Chittenden.  Dr.  T. 

Clowes,  Dr.  F. 
(President  Society 
of  Chemical  In- 
dustry) 

Clayton,  — 

Collie,  Professor  J. 
Norman,  F.R.S. 

Collier,  H. 

Cooper,  A. 

Cooper,  A.  J.  B. 

Cooper,  J. 

Cottle,  Dr.  Wynd- 
ham 

Cracknel],  II. 

Cross,  W.  Gowen 

Davidson.  P. 

Davies,  T. 

Davis,  W.  A. 

Dewar,  Professor  J., 
F.H.S.  (President 
Chemical  Society) 

Dixon,  R.  D. 

Downes,  R.  J.  (Pre- 
sident Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of 
Ireland; 


Dyer,  Dr.  Bernard 
(President  Society 
of    Public  Ana- 
lysts) 
Eastes,  E.  J. 
Edden,  T.  L. 
Evans,  J.  J. 
Everett,  J.  Garwood 
Ewing,  .1.  Laidlaw 


of 
XB. 


Dr. 


(Chairman 
Executive, 
Branch) 

Farr,  E.  H. 

Farquharson, 
R.,  M.P. 

Flux,  C.  W.  Langley 

Foster,  J.  (Glasgow) 

Foster,  Sir  Walter, 
M.D.,  M.P. 

Francis,  G.  Bult 

Frankish,  Dr. 

Gerrard,  A.  W. 

Gibson,  Manson 

Goldfinch,  G. 

Gondhart,  Dr.  J.  F. 
(President  Har- 
veian  Society) 

Gossling,  W.  R. 

Greenish,  Professor 

Gieenish,  T. 

Gregory,  A.  C. 

Grey,  T.  R. 

Griffith,  Dr.  S.  C. 
(Master  of  the 
Society  of  Apothe- 
caries) 

Grimwade,  E.  II. 

Grose,  N.  M. 

Gulliver,  W.  F. 

Hampson,  R.  (Trea- 
surer) 

Harrison,  J. 

Harvey.  W. 

Heap,  J.  H. 

Heighington, 

Hicks,  F. 

Hills,  E. 

Hills,  Walter  (Pre- 
sident) 

Hipwell,'  P. 

Hoare,  E.  B.,  M.P. 

Hobbs,  A.  E. 

Hodgkinson,  C. 

Hodgson,  C.  R., 
B.A.  (Secretary 
College  of  Pre- 
ceptors) 

Holmes,  E.  M. 

Howe,  F.  G. 

Hugill,  E.  A. 

Hugill,  J.  H. 

Humphrey,  J. 


T.  G. 


Hutton,  W. 
Idris,    T.  H. 

L.C.C. 
Ince,  Joseph 
Ingrain,  — 
Jones,  G.  E. 
Jones,  Dr.  H.  Mac- 
naughton (Presi- 
sident  Gyneco- 
logical Society) 
Jones,  Dr.  Thoresby 
Kearley,  H.  E.,  M.P. 
Kelson,  Dr.  W.  H, 
Kilpatrick,  R. 
Langton,  J.,  F.R.C.S. 
(President  Clinical 
Society) 
Lansdown,  G.  A. 
Leng,  — 
Lescher,  F.  H. 
Lewis,  D.  L. 
Linstead,  E.  F. 
Llovd,  J. 
Lucas,  E.  W. 
Lunan,  G. 
MacEwan,  Peter 
Martin,  C. 
Martin,  N.  H.  (New- 

castle) 
Martin,  T.  C.  W. 
Martindale,  W. 
Massey,  S.  J. 
Mathews,  J.  H. 
Miles,  C.  J. 
Millard,  E.  J. 
Moon,  H. 
Morris,  — 
Morson,  A. 
Morson,  T.  P. 
Xavlor,  W.  A.  H. 
Xewsholme,  G.T.W. 

(Vice-President) 
Ord,  S.  W. 
Padman,J.,M.R.C.S. 
Pain,  R. 
Park,  C.  J. 
Parsons,  — 
Paul,  A. 

Penberthy.  Pro- 
fessor (President 
of  Royal  College 
of  Veterinary  Sur- 
geons) 

Phillips.  A.  J. 

Preece,  W.  H.,  C.B., 
F.R.S.  (President 
Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers) 

Preston,  Major  A.  C. 

Ransom,  F. 

Raper,  J.  R. 

Reid,  — 
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Ridley,  B. 
Roach,  H.  W. 
Roberts,  W. 
Robbins,  J. 
Robbins,  P.  J. 
Robinson,     R.  A., 

L.C.C. 
Robinson,  W.  P. 
Roe,  George 
Rogers,  F.  A. 
Bogerson,  W.  J. 
Royle,  H.  W. 
Sanger,  E. 
Sanger,  H. 
Savory,  A.  L. 
Shaddock,  J.  H. 
Shannon,  R.  J. 
'Sherwood,  N. 
Shillcock,  A. 
Simpson,  H. 
iSmalley,     Dr.  H. 

( Medical  Inspector 

to     the  Prisons 

Commission) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F. 

D.,  M  P. 
Smith,  P.  J. 
Smith,  S. 
Solomon,  A.  H 
tSouthall,  A. 


Stanley,  Herbert 

Stevenson,  Dr.  T. 
(President,  Insti- 
tute of  Chemistry) 

Street,  Arthur 

Street,  Edmund 

Strutt,  Arthur 

Symes,  C. 

Tanner,  A.  E. 

Taubman,  R. 

Taylor,  G.  S. 

Taylor,  T.  Morley 
(President,  Che- 
mists' Assistants' 
Association) 

Thorpe,  Professor  T. 
E.,  F.R.S.  (Princi- 
pal of  the  Govern- 
ment Laboratory) 

Thurston,  J. 

Tickle,  T. 

Tomes,  C.  S„  F.R.S. 
Travers,  Dr.  W. 
Umney,  C. 
Umney,  J.  C. 
Walker,  H. 
Walker,  H.  J.  D. 
Walker,  W.  Beavan 
Want,  W.  P. 
Ward,  J.  S. 


W. 


Waring,  A.  W. 

Warren,  F.  W. 

Warren,  W. 

Watson,  H.  S. 

Wavell,  G.  H. 

Westcott,  Dr. 
Wynne 

Weston,  S.  J. 

White,  Dr.  Percival 

White,  Edmund 

Whitehead,  W. 

Whitrod,  H.  F. 

Wigginton,  A. 

Wilbe,  Dr.  Haydock 

Will,  W.  Watson 

Williams,  Dr.  Daw- 
son (Editor, 
British  Medical 
Journal) 

Williams,  Hy. 

Williams,  T.  B. 

Williams,  W.  Lloyd 

Wilson,  J. 

Woolley,  S.  W. 

Wootton,  A.  C. 

Wretts,  J.  B. 

Wright,  Alfred 

Wright,  H.  C. 

Young,  J.  Bymer 


Dinner  was  served,  at  7.15,  and  the  hors  d'ceuvres  were 
all  the  grace  the  diners  had  until  the  Calliope  Vocal  Trio 
sang  it  when  the  coffee  came  on.  The  dinner  seemed  to 
give  everyone  satisfaction. 

As  the  diners  were  discussing  quails  and  Duminy  (the 
Koch  was  uncommonly  dry)  they  were  startled  into  silence 

almost  by  the  toast- 
master's  powerful  voice. 
Said  he  :  "  Gentlemen, 
the  President  will  be 
happy  to  take  wine  with 
you.  Issh — Issh — Issh 
— Gentlemen,  the  Presi- 
dentawaits  yournotice." 

And  they  noticed,  up- 
standing. 

A  feature  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  a  selection 
of  music  given  by  the 
Calliope  Vocal  Trio> 
under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Harold  Jenner.  The 
fingers  were  Miss  Hettie 
West, Miss  Lizzie  Davies, 
and  Miss  Elaine  Sayer, 
all  R.A.M.  medallists. 
This  combination  was 
a  novelty,  as  was  also 
the  announcement  that 
"some  of  the  following  trios"  would  be  performed:— 
"Orpheus  with  his  Lute "  (German),  "Three  Little  Maids 
from  School"  (Sullivan),  "Daffodils"  (H.  Jenner),  "Best 
Thee  on  this  Mossy  Pillow",  (Smart),  "In  the  Dell  and 
Dingle  "  (Bennett).  In  addition  each  lady  sang  a  solo,  "  Spring 
<is  Coming"  and  "The  Mossy  Pillow  "  appearing  particularly 
to  "  fetch  "  the  diners.  The;toasts  occupied  all  the  rest  of  the 
evening  up  to  11  o'clock,  and  we  now  leave  our  reporting 
staff  to  take  up  the  tale. 

"Hee  Majesty  the  Queen." 
The  President,  rising  after  grace  was  sung,  said  • 
Gentlemen,  the  first  toast  on  our  list,  and  rightly  so,  is  that 
of  "Her  Majesty  the  Queen,"  and  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for 
me  in  this  the  sixty-first  year  of  her  Majesty's  reigD,  and 
with  the  Diamond  Jubilee  celebrations  still  ringing  in  our 
ears,  to  say  anything  to  recommend  this  toast  to  your  favour- 


<l  Issh,  the  President  awaits  your  notice.' 


able  consideration.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  know  it  is  always 
received  with  the  greatest  cordiality  at  the  annual  dinner  of 
tbe  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  therefore  I 
will  content  myself  with  saying  that  I  believe  I  re-echo  your 
opinions  that  her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  one  of  the  noblest 
and  most  modest  of  women,  and  one  of  the  most  con- 
scientious of  sovereigns.  Gentlemen,  I  ask  you  to  drink  the 
health  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen.    God  bless  her! 

The  toast  was  drunk,  and  the  Trio  sang  "  God  Save  the 
Queen."  Then  said  the  President  :  Those  of  you  who  would 
like  to  smoke  may  do  so  at  once. 

"  The  Houses  of  Parliament." 

The  President  :  The  next  toast  on  our  list  is  that  of 
"The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  and,  as  this  includes  the 
House  of  Lords,  I  think  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some 

here  whose  ideal  of 
the  Upper  House 
or  second  chamber 
would  be  somewhat 
differently  consti- 
tuted from  what  ob- 
tains at  the  present 
time,  but  into  that 
question  I  do  not 
intend  to  enter  to- 
night. However,  I 
think  we  shall  all 
agree  that  the  House 
of  Lords  has  in  the 
past  acted  very  fre- 
quently in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whole 
nation.  I  think  also 
that  we  shall  all 
agree  that  the  House 
of  Lords  cortairs 
some  of  our  most 
patriotic  and  wisest 
statesmen.  I  think 
also  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  the 
debates  of  the  House 
of  Lords  are  marked 
by  a  very  high  stand- 
ard of  eloquence  and 
patriotism.  In  one  thingat  least  you  willagree — that  the  House 
of  Lords  has  too  little  to  do.  (Laughter.)  I  happened  to 
be  present  a  short  time  ago  at  a  dinner  at  which  this  toast, 
was  proposed,  and  an  honourable  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  said  something  that  struck  me  as  being  a  propos. 
He  said  the  House  of  Lords  has  too  little  to  do,  and  dues  it — 
(laughter) — and  the  House  of  Commons  too  much  to  do,  and 
too  little  time  to  do  it  in.  At  present  the  Commons  has  only 
a  very  small  matter  to  do  for  us — viz.,  the  amendment  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act — and  they  did  not  do  it.  (Laughter)  No 
doubt  there  are  some  here  who  would  like  to  see  the 
present  House  reconstituted  and  the  paities  arranged 
in  somewhat  different  proportions.  When  the  House 
of  Commons  is  once  elected,  we,  as  electors,  pay 
it  every  respect  while  the  House  continues,  and  I 
think  that  we  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  those 
members  of  Parliament  who  give  us  so  much  of  their  time 
and  of  their  ability  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  nation.  I 
have  been  much  struck  upon  my  fr  qu;nt  \isits  to  the 
House  lately  to  see  with  what  pathn:e  and  courtesy  the 
different  members  receive  their  consti  ueots,  who  send  for 
them  on  the  least  possible  excuse,  and  SDmetimes  receive 
those  who  are  not  constituents;  also  upon  the  large  amount 
of  diligence  which  members  display  in  carrying  out  their 
public  duties.  I  feel  that  our  thanks  are  due  to  evety 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  especially  to  those 
honourable  members  who  have  been  gocd  enough  to  offer  us 
their  support  in  getting  through  the  House  our  Pharmacy 
Bill.  (Applause.)  I  am  glad  to  see  several  of  the  honour- 
able members  present,  and  I  am  sure  we  extend  them  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  we  thank  them  for  all  they  have  done  for 
us.  (Cheers.)  Most  of  the  honourable  members  whose  names 
are  on  the  1  >aek  of  the  Bill  are  present  to-night.  Mr.  Kearley 
Ia>  telegraphed  to  say  that  he  is  unfortunately  unable  to  be 


In  proposing  "  The  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment" the  President  struck  this  unusual 
attitude. 
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present,  and  that  he  quite  intended  to  come.    Whilst  our 
thanks  are  due  to  all  the  honourable  members  who  have 
supported  us  in  the  House,  and  particularly  those  whose 
names  are  on  the  back  of  the  Bill,  our  special  thanks  are  due 
to  the  member  for  the  Strand— the  Hon.  Frederick  Smith— 
who  happens  not  only  to  be  the  introducer  of  this  Bill,  but 
who  happens  to  be  the  member  for  the  very  constituency  in 
which  we  are  dining  to-night.    Now,  gentlemen,  three 
months  ago,  I  believe,  it  is  quite  possible  he  did  not  know  even 
of  the  existence  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  ;  but,  at  all  events,  when  I  told  him  of  the  difficulty  I 
was  in,  and  how  I  wanted  him  to  help  me — I  think  I  may  be 
wrong — I  expect  that  he  wished  me  somewhat  further,  and 
he  suggested  that  perhaps  some  medical  M.P.  would  under- 
take the  little  job  for  us.    I  appealed  to  him  as  my  member. 
I  said,  "  I  want  a  little  parliamentary  help.    Can  you  give 
it?"    He  said,  "I  will  just  consider  the  matter,  and  I  will 
let  you  know  in  a  few  days."    He  did  consider  the  matter, 
with  what  result  you  see.  (Cheers.)    Our  special  gratitude 
is  due  to  him  for  the  very  kind  help  he  has  given  us  in  the 
past  and  for  the  kind  help  he  will  render  us  in  the  future. 
Gentlemen,  without  further  speaking  I  will  ask  you  to  drink 
with  all  cordiality  the  toast  of  "  The  Houses  of  Parliament," 
and  I  will  ask  you  to  couple  with  that  toast  the  name  of  the 
Hon.  Frederick  Smith,  member  for  the  Strand  division. 
The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 
The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  in  reply,  said  :  Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen,  I  have  first  to  return  you  my  thanks,  and  not  only 
my  own,  but  those  also  of  my  honourable  friends,  for  the 
way  in  which  you  have  received  this  toast.    Your  President 
referred  to  the  remarks  made 
by  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  at  a  dinner  which  he 
attended.     I  also  attended  a 
dinner  recently  where  a  member 
of  the  Upper  House  suggested 
that  he  never  replied  to  a  toast 
for  the  House  of  Lords  without 
some  excuse  being  made  for  that 
House.    Well,  gentlemen,  it  is 
not  my  business  to  make  any 
excuse  for  the  House  of  Lords— 
they  are,  in  my  opinion,  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  I 
would  like  to  suggest  to  those 
of  my  honourable  friends  who 
may  be  opposed  to  me  in  politics 
that  possibly  they  rely  on  the 
help  of   the   House  of  Lords 
equally  with  us,  for  I  cannot 
imagine  that  they  would  like 
to  see  the  House  abolished.  It 
would  be  a  great  loss  to  them 
in     making     their  platform 
speeches.      (Laughter.)  But 
however  that  may  be,  we  can, 
as  your   President    has  said, 
agree  that  the  House  of  Lords 
is  able  to  carry  on  its  debates 
in  a  business-like  manner.  We 
are  able  to  agree  that  it  has  produced  many  excellent  states- 
men, in  the  production  of  which  no  doubt  the  House  of 
Commons  has  in  many  cases  also  shared — (hear,  hear) — and 
we  can  agree  that  as  a  rule  in  carrying  on  their  debates  they 
do  know  something  about  the  subject  debated.  (Laughter.) 
Possibly,  the  reason  for  that  may  be  that  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Lords  have  no  constituencies  to  speak  to,  and  there- 
fore it  does  not  matter  if  the  columns  of  the  local  papers 
fully  report  their  speeches  or  not.  (Laughter.)  Unfortunately 
the  House  of  Commons  is  at  the  present  time  troubled 
with  a  certain  amount  of  superfluous  oratory.    Whether  it 
is  that  in  late  years  the  inventive  genius  of  members  of 
that  House  has  largely  increased,  or  whether  it  is  that 
members  take  a  more  intelligent  interest  in  the  sub- 
jects   which    we    have    to    debate,    or    whether    it  is 
that  Government  measures  take  a  larger  portion  of  their 
time  than  they  used  to  do,  it  is  quite  certain  that  for  private 
members  there  is  very  little  chance  for  the  Bills  they  are 
interested  in,  and  unfortunately  your  Society  has,  in  common 
with  other  societies  and  other  individuals,  suffered  very 
heavily  in  this  respect.    The  President  has  told  you  how  he 


'We  maybe  able  to  slip  it 
through  on  some  evening 
when  those  who  are  oppos- 
ing the  Bill  are  absent.", 


introduced  the  Bill  to  me,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  have  a 
connection  with  it.    (Cheers.)    I  am  afraid  his  own  account 
of  the  interview  which  first  took  place  showed  that  I  was 
not  a  particularly  congenial  member  for  a  constituent  to 
address.    But,  at  any  rate,  I  can  assure  you  that  it  was 
through  the  urbanity  and  courtesy  of  your  worthy  President 
that  I  was  persuaded  to  take  charge  of  this  Bill.  Gentlemen 
as  you  know,  the  Bill  has  gone  farther  than  I  suppose 
90  per  cent,  of  the  Bills  of  private  members  have  gone 
this  Session — it  has  passed  the   second  reading,  and  it 
has  now  reached  1  the  committee-stage.    Unfortunately,  it, 
is  as  easy  to  say  "  I  beg  to  move  to  report  progress  "  as  it  i- 
to  say  "  I  object,"  and  the  consequence  is  that  every  time  I 
try  to  get  this  Bill  forward  the  Chairman  graciously  descends- 
from  the  chair  about  two  minutes  afterwards.    I  must  con- 
fess there  is  very  little  chance  of  getting  the  Bill  any  further 
this  Session.    Of  course,  it  is  possible  that  those  who  are- 
opposing  it  may  be  found  to  be  absent  on  some  evening  when 
the  Bill  is  brought  forward — (laughter) — and  we  may  be- 
able  to  slip  it  through.    I  have  suggested  to  your  President 
that,    if    you    and  those  who  are    working  with  you 
are  not  successful    in    passing   the    Bill    this  Session, 
you  should  make  arrangements  as  soon  as  the  Session  is 
over  to  get  as  many  members  as  possible  to  ballot  for  a 
place  in  the  next  Session  in  Parliament,  because  unless  you 
obtain  one  of  the  first  few  places  in  the  ballot  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  pass  any  private  member's  Bill.   I  hope  you  will 
think  I  have  done  my  best  for  it,  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
form  a  judgment  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  way  in 
which  they  have  treated  your  Bill.     I  assure  you  that  your 
Bill  does  not  stand  alone  in  this  respect,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is   now,   nor   that  there  will   be  a 
general   fallii  g-off    in    the   confidence  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  because  I  am  sure  that  it  does  its  best  under  diffi- 
cult circumstances  to  do  the  work  of  the  nation  in  as  efficient 
a  way  as  possible.    There  is  this  advantage — that  everybody 
who  gets  into  the  House  of  Commons  looks  upon  it  as  an 
honourable  profession,  and  an  honourable  opening  to  gain 
something  higher,  and  I  think  that  so  long  as  members  of 
that  House  are  animated  with  that  desire  so  long  will  the 
House  of  Commons  deserve  the  esteem  and  consideration  of" 
the  people  of  this  country.  (Cheers.) 
The  Vice-President  (Mr.  Newsholme)  next'proposed 

"  The  Medical  Profession," 

and  said  :  We,  as  pharmacists,  know  the  value  of  the  medical 
profession;  the  training  and  experience  which  they  freely 
give  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and  suffering  humanity  is 
enormous.  An  occasion  like  this  is  one  when  we  ought  tc 
show  our  utmost  loyalty  to  the  medical  profession,  and  let 
them  see  how  we  appreciate  their  value,  and  that  of  the 
General  Medical  Council.  I  have  watched  with  interest  the 
efforts  of  the  General  Medical  Council  to  maintain  the- 
dignity  of  the  profession  by  putting  down  unqualified 
practice  in  this  country.  It  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  makes  us,  as  pharmacists,  feel  that  if  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  had  the  same  powers  as  the  Medical,  we  could  do 
more  good  to  the  general  body  and  the  public.  I  think 
the  way  the  General  Medical  Council  looks  after  the  Hou:eo£ 
Commons  and  the  Government  is  an  object-lesson  to  chemists. 
As  Sir  Walter  Foster,  formerly  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  is  present,  I  would  like  to  say  in  the  matter 
of  Poor-law  dispensers  that  the  Board  is  not  wise  in  allow- 
ing the  position  of  its  dispensers  to  be  lowered  by  admitting 
army  dispensers  who  only  have  a  slight  training  of  six  months, 
whereas  our  Society  requires  a  minimum  of  three  years. 
The  Local  Government  Board  should  only  recognise  the 
qualification  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  BritaiD. 

Sir  Walter  Foster,  in  replying,  said  :  The  toast  appears 
to  be  a  double-barreled  one,  and  being  a  little  used  to  a  gun  I 
think  it  best  to  use  the  right  barrel  first  and  then  the  left, 
or  leave  the  right  to  do  all  the  work.  I  am  proud  to  belong 
to  your  Society,  and  recognise  that  the  medical  profession 
has  the  same  object  as  the  pharmaceutical  in  alleviating 
human  suffering  and  lessening  the  pain  and  sorrow  which 
is  the  common  lot  of  humanity.  The  pharmacists  are  the 
artificers  who  make  the  medical  profession's  armaments, 
effective  or  non-effective,  in  waging  war  with  disease  in 
every  climate  and  condition.  The  duty  of  pharmacists  is  to 
make  potions  more  palatable  and  efficient.  I  would  like  to 
refer  to  the  recently-issued  B.P.  prepared  by  the  General 
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Medical  Council,  and  to  say  that  we  owe  a  great  deal  to  the 
guidance  and  assistance  of  the  great  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  preparing  the  national  work.  Dr.  Attfield  has  done  good 
work,  as  have  also  the  committee  of  the  pharmaceutical  body 
who  have  been  allied  with  the  General  Medical  Council  in 
the  preparation  of  the  B.P.  In  regard  to  Poor-law  dispensers, 
I  think  that  their  position  should  alone  be  sanctioned  and 
authorised  by  your  Society ;  it  would  result  in  a  better  class 
of  men  and  in  the  more  efficient  discbarge  of  their  duties. 
The  Pharmacy  Bill  is  one  in  which  I  take  an  interest, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  assist  my  colleague  (Mr.  W.  F.  D. 

Smith)  in  his  endeavours  to 


pass  the  Bill  on  some  favour- 
able occasion.  We  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  the  rights 
your  Society  possesses,  as  by 
conserving  them  the  interest 
of  the  public  is  safeguarded. 
In  regard  to  the  plaintive  wail 
about  unqualified  practice, 
every  medical  man  desires  to 
put  it  down,  and  it  is  bound 
to  flourish  less  vigorously 
than  it  did.  Advertisements 
in  the  daily  papers  recom- 
mending medicines,  from 
America  and  elsewhere,  for 
the  cure  of  every  ailment 
should,  in  the  interest  of  the 
profession  and  the  good  of 
the  general  public,  be  stopped. 
It  is  singular  that  the  more 
educated  people  become  the 
more  deluded  they  are  by 


/        tjfc  ingeniously-worded  and  imag- 

inative advertisements.  Still, 
I  have  faith  that  as  the  public 
S,^  woiivi-  rP*ver      become  more   interested  in 
7"     science,  and  in  the  scientific 
"  I  would  like  to  refer  to  the     basis  of  the  medical  profes- 
recently- issued  B.P."  sion,  they  will  cease  to  take 

an  interest  in  blatant  adver- 
tisements. Education  will  render  the  harvest  less  profitable, 
and  if  such  advertisements  do  not  pay  they  will  be  dropped 
— a  consummation  for  which  I  heartily  pray. 

Mr.  T.  Bbyant  (President  of  the  Koyal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society)  also  replied,  and  said  :  I  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  been  silent,  but  am  pleased  to  return  the  thanks 
of  the  profession  for  the  manner  in  which  the  toast  has  been 
received.    Our  profession,  I  venture  to  say,  is  of  great 


Between  the  courses  the  chemist  and  the  surgeon  chatted  in  an 
animated  manner,  and  now  and  then  Dr.  Farquharson,  who 
sat  on  Professor  Dewar's  right,  contributed  political  remin- 
iscences. 

advantage  to  the  public  in  the  relief  and  cure  of  disease,  and 
is  a  happiness  to  everyone  engaged  in  it  in  a  scientific 
way.  As  a  business  the  medical  profession  is  a  poor  affair  ; 
but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  gives  a  considerable 
amount  of  pleasure  to  ourselves  in  practising  it.  Pharma- 
cists know  well  what  medicines  are  wanted,  and  it  was 


this  that  caused  the  Medical  Council  to  ask  your  Society 
and  Dr.  John  Attfield  to  help  them  in  compiling  the  B.P. 
If  I  might  be  critical,  I  would  like  to  say  that,  whilst  our 
profession  appreciates  the  energy  of  pharmacists,  I  think 
that,  with  the  B  P.  full  of  recipes  which  we  believe  to  be  the 
very  best,  there  might  be  fewer  of  the  circulars  we  receive  in 
such  numbers  by  every  post  about  preparations  not  in  the 
B.P.  Life  is  hardly  long  enough  to  try  even  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  beautiful  preparations  which  we  are  asked  to. 
It  would  be  better  to  leave  these  matters  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  which  the  Government  of  the  country  has 
stamped  by  the  Medical  Council,  and  I  ask  you  as  pharma- 
cists to  help  us,  and  you  will  help  yourselves  far  more  by 
not  entering  into  competition  in  the  number  of  preparations. 
I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  bringing  this  matter  forward. 
The  Vice-President  has  read  the  Medical  Council's  intentions 
well  in  regard  to  unqualified  practice,  but  they  are  hampered 
by  the  Medical  Acts.  Still,  we  hope  we  may  do  more  than 
we  have  done  hitherto  to  prevent  the  spread  of  unqualified 
practice.  I  observe  that  nobody  brings  any  argument 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  unqualified  assistants,  who  must  of 
necessity  feel  the  pinch  of  the  Council's  action,  and  here 
I  would  like  to  say  that  I  think  the  profession  as  a  body 
has  not  understood  the  position.  What  is  aimed  at  is; 
that  the  unqualified  person  should  not  be  placed  in  a. 
position  which  might  lead  the  public  to  think  he  is  quali- 
fied. The  public  should  be  made  to  feel  that  unqualified 
men  are  under  the  full  supervision  of  their  qualified 
employer.    (Hear,  hear). 

"  Science." 

The  Peesident,  in  giving  this  toast,  said  :  Science  has- 
been  defined  as  the  mirror  of  truth  ;  therefore  it  is  well  that, 
we  should  do  honour  to  it.  Science  is  popular  now.  It  is- 
as  it  were,  in  the  air,  and  is  taught  not  only  in  the  universi- 
ties, but  in  our  schools.  It  is  well  to  remember  in  regard  to. 
scientific  progress  that  it  is  the  individual  who  has. 
advanced  science,  and  not  the  aim.  In  this  day  it  is 
difficult  for  men  to  make  discoveries,  for  science  has 
advanced  so  much  in  the  present  day  that  it  requires  much, 
knowledge  to  do  work  which  has  not  been  done  before. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Gentlemen,  science  is  most  popular,  and  has 
always  been,  at  any  assembly  of  pharmacists ;  for  although 
pharmacy  is  not  pure  science,  it  is  an  art  related  to  it — 
it  is  applied  science.  The  pharmacist  has  to  take- 
an  interest  in  the  science  of  the  time ;  he  takes  a 
particular  interest  in  chemistry,  botany,  and  physics, 
and  it  is  satisfactory  for  us  to  call  to  mind  that  many  phar- 
macists in  the  past  have  done  good  work  for  science.  I  need 
only  name  Scheele,  Pelletier,  Caventou,  Durras,  and  others 
who  have  worked  in  pharmacy  and  done  good  woik  in  chem- 
istry, and  you  will  agree  with  me  that  pharmacy  has  done 
good  work  for  science,  and  so  in  more  recent  times  have 
some  of  our  own  pharmacists,  of  whom  Dr.  B.ady  and  Daniel 
Hanbury  are  types,  and  who  did  good  work  of  which  we  are 
all  proud.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  we  are  glad  to  do  homage  to- 
pure  science.  We  have  amongst  us  to-night  Professor 
Dewar,  President  of  the  Chemical  Society — (applause) — 
Dr.  Clowes,  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Dr. 
Stevenson,  President  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  who  is 
also  known  to  us  in  another  capacity — (hear,  hear) — Dr. 
Dyer,  President  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  and  Dr. 
Thorpe,  the  principal  of  the  Government  laboratories.  We 
are  glad  to  welcome  these  gentlemen,  and  I  am  also  glad  to 
congratulate  Professor  Dewar  on  his  recent  achievement,  by 
which  he  has  been  able  to  produce  appreciable  quantities 
of  liquid  hydrogen.  (Cheers.)  I  do  not  know  whether 
liquid  hydrogen  will  ever  be  prescribed  by  medical  men  or 
not,  but  at  least  we  shall  know  where  to  go  for  it. 
(Laughter.)  We  are  proud  to  have  so  many  scientists  with 
us  to-night,  and  in  that  term  I  also  include  medical  gentle- 
men, who  are  men  of  science.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  couple  with 
the  toast  the  name  of  Professor  Dewar. 

The  Toastmastee  went  one  better  by  saying,  "Gentle- 
men, the  toast  is  Science,  coupled  with  the  noble  name  of 
Professor  Dewar." 

Professor  DewAE,  in  rising  from  the  side  of  his  neighbour, 
Mr.  Bryant,  was  received  with  great  applause.  He  said  :  I 
have  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  cognate  Society,  which, 
as  ycur  President  has  remarked,  has  many  associations 
with  your  profession,  but  he  has  been  too  modest  in  his  refer 
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ences  to  what  your  profession  has  added  to  chemical 
science.  If  we  could  eliminate  from  it  the  services  of 
Scheele  and  Liebig  we  would  be  poor  indeed.  Chemistry 
has  derived  most  of  its  strides  from  members  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical profession,  and  as  science  has  progressed  pharmacy 
has  increased  enormously.  One  has  only  to  look  at  the 
contents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  to  see  how  pharma- 
cists must  be  an  courant  with  scientific  progress.  When  I 
look  back  on  my  own  education  in  Edinburgh,  I  recall  the 
useful  service  I  received  from  a  Smith  and  a  Macfarlan. 
The  way  in  which  these  two  kindly  pharmacists  received 
tyros  in  chemical  research  and  supplied  them  with  material 
is  a  thing  I  cannot  forget,  and  I  know  that  every- 
where pharmacists  have  helped  young  scientists. 
Sometimes  I  think  that  it  is  a  pity  we  have  lost  to  a  large 
extent  contact  with  the  borderland  of  organic  chemistry  ;  the 
bypaths  of  chemistry  are  pushed  to  a  large  extent  out  of  our 
reach.  When  I  studied  along  with  my  friend  McKendrick 
the  constitution  and  action  of  chinoline  bases  we  were 
faced  with  an  anxious  matter — namely,  the  need  for  a  supply 
of  dogs.  So  we  consulted  together,  and  an  advertisement 
was  drawn  up  to  the  effect  that  we  wanted  some  useful  cats 
and  dogs.  Unfortunately,  when  the  advertisement  appeared 
it  stated  that  useless  cats  and  dogs  were  wanted.  (Laughter.) 
Well,  from  my  experience  in  the  northern  metropolis  as  well 
as  in  the  south,  I  can  say  that  there  are  still  admirable 
workers  amongst  you  whom  men  delight  to  honour.  It  was 
kind  of  you,  Mr.  President,  to  mention  a  recent  circumstance 
in  connection  with  myself ;  but  that  is  something  that  you 
must  not  exaggerate.  We  have  got  to  weigh  seriously  to 
whom  belongs  the  credit  of  a  discovery;  for  discoveries  are 
such  that  the  one  might  be  accidental,  and  the  other  the 
result  of  long  trial  along  beaten  lines.  So  it  will  not  do  to 
exaggerate,  and  we  must  give  due  credit  to  patient  work.  In 
time,  no  doubt,  we  shall  get  to  the  North  Pole,  and  so,  too,  we 
shall  one  day  get  to  the  zero  of  absolute  temperature,  but  what 
that  may  be  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  I  say  what  result  we  may 
get  from  the  discovery.  I  may  tell  you  that  the  research  in 
which  I  have  been  engaged  has  cost  the  Royal  Institution  an 
enormous  amount  of  money  ;  indeed,  a  foreign  friend  told  me 
not  long  ago,  that  this  expenditure  is  quite  unique,  and  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  such  a  research  on  the 
Continent  without  Government  support.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  think 
that  due  recognition  should  be  given  to  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion's devotion  to  the  true  interests  of  science  in  encouraging 
this  particular  research.  (Applause.)  Gentlemen,  I  thank 
you  for  the  way  in  which  you  have  received  this  toast. 

The  President  said :  I  have  much  pleasure  in  proposing 
the  toast  of 

"The  Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Ireland," 

which  we  all  look  on  as  a  younger  sister,  and  are  glad  to 
have  the  President  with  us  to-night.  We  give  him  a 
hearty  welcome,  as  we  recognise  that  his  Society  has  the 
same  object  as  we  have  in  advancing  everything  of  pharma- 
ceutical interest  connected  with  the  progress  of  pharmacy  in 
our  respective  countries.  I  met  Mr.  Downes'  predecessor  at  a 
Conference  meeting,  and  in  a  talk  with  him  I  found  we  had 
much  of  mutual  interest.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ference, I  would  like  to  remind  you,  is  in  "  Ould  Ireland,"  at 
Belfast,  and  those  who  venture  on  the  journey  and  dangers  of 
St.  George's  Channel  will  be  sure  to  be  received  with  the 
utmost  cordiality  by  our  Irish  friends.  I  ask  you  to  drink 
this  toast  with  enthusiasm,  although  you  cannot  perhaps  do 
it  with  Irish  enthusiasm,  and  couple  with  it  the  name  of 
Mr.  Downes. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland,  in  replying,  said  :  I  received  the  invitation  to 
attend  this  dinner  with  a  sense  of  immense  satisfaction.  It 
is  exceedingly  pleasant  to  be  amongst  so  many  whom  I  have 
known  by  name  so  well,  but  never  seen.  You  do  not  want  to 
hear  Irish  grievances,  nor  your  own  grievances,  nor  do  you 
want  me  to  contrast  our  respective  Societies  ;  but  I  will 
endeavour  to  speak  on  matters  of  common  interest,  which  I 
venture  to  hope  you  will  stimulate  and  help  forward. 
You  are  aware  that  our  two  Societies  are  not  parallel ;  but 
I  do  not  see  why  the  British  Society  should  not  be  placed 
on  a  level  with  the  Irish  Society.  (Hear,  hear.)  You  are 
aware  that  we  have  the  sole  privilege  of  compounding  pre- 
scriptions, which  you  have  not,  and  that  seems  to  be  as  much 
the  fault  of  the  Society  of  Great  Britam  as  of  Parliament. 


Parliament  says  your  Society  is  satisfied,  as  it  makes  no  com- 
plaint, in  the  matter  of  compounding  prescriptions.  If  you 
put  your  complaint  before  the  House — that  you  provide 
competent  dispensers  of  medicine,  by  making  them  pass  the 
examinations  of  your  Society — I  do  not  think  they  could 
hesitate  to  grant  what  you  asked.  Your  President  has 
called  our  Society  a  younger  sister,  and,  as  our  elder  sister, 
we  look  up  to  you  by  priority  of  origin,  accomplishments, 
and  influence.  Still,  perhaps  the  role  of  a  younger  brother 
would  best  suit  us — a  younger  brother  is  sometimes  un- 
mannerly and  uppish,  but  always  ready  to  give  assistance. 
We  have  a  common  grievance  in  the  matter  of  limited  com- 
panies. We  feel  acutely  in  this  matter,  which,  although  it  is 
only  with  us  a  small  matter,  and  only  beginning,  we  see 
before  us  an  immense  opposition  growing.  We  have  not 
taken  a  narrow  view  of  the  question,  and  by  petition  to  the 


"  We  have  a  common  grievance  in  the  matter  of  limited  companies." 
House  of  Commons  and  House  of  Lords  mean  to  keep  the 
question  alive.  We  have  the  support  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  and  of  your  Society.  The  position  seems  to 
be  at  the  door  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  this  way  :  when 
Royalty  surrendered  its  right  to  constitute  corporations,  and 
it  became  legal  for  seven  persons  to  form  a  company,  the 
purpose  must  be  a  lawful  one,  and  the  question  is,  What 
is  a  lawful  one  in  the  requirements  of  the  Act  .'  The 
Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies  in  Ireland  holds  that  if 
certain  fees  are  paid  and  forms  filled  up  the  law  is 
complied  with.  It  is  not  a  lawful  purpose,  I  contend,  for 
seven  men  to  carry  on  the  business  of  compounding  pre- 
scriptions in  Ireland  or  selling  poisons  in  England  unless  each 
man  is  qualified  individually.  We  have  in  Ireland  com- 
panies registered  to  practise  as  physicians  and  surgeons 
even.  I  contend  that  if  it  had  been  foreseen  that  the  Com- 
panies Act  was  practically  putting  a  private  Bill  in  the 
pockets  of  company  promoters  it  would  not  have  passed 
without  much  opposition.  Now,  on  paying  the  necessary 
fees,  they  have  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  their  pockets.  Our 
motion  was  that  no  company  may  be  formed  for  a  purpose 
which  requires  individual  qualification  unless  each  person  be 
qualified.  Our  motion  is,  I  contend,  a  reasonable  one,  and 
with  pertinacity  and  a  united  front  we  hope  to  accomplish 
our  aim.  It  is  not  a  personal  matter  ;  it  affects  as  well  the 
medical  and  dental  professions.  I  thank  you  for  the  way 
you  have  received  the  toast  of  our  Society.  (Applause.) 
"  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain." 
Sir  James  Crichton  Browne,  in  proposing  this  toast, 
said :  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  take  part  in  your  post- 
prandial proceedings.  A  few  years  ago  I  had  sent  to  me  a  copy 
of  your  Pharmaeeutical  Journal,  in  which  a  comment  occurred 
that  the  speeches  at  the  dinner  were  commonplace  and  con- 
tained nothing  particularly  new,  and  I  think  the  absence  of 
my  friend  Dr.  Farquharson  upon  that  occasion  was  to  be 
deplored.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  the  journalistic  critic  may 
be  lurking  somewhere  at  these  tables— that  he  may  have 
come  here  again  not  merely  with  a  craving  for  dietetic 
delicacies.  (Laughter.)  I  think,  however,  that  I  may  have 
to  again  send  him  empty  away,  for  after  cudge'liDg  my 
brains  I  cannot  think  of  any  sensational  announcements  or 
startling  paradoxes  or  suggestions  that  I  might  submit  upon 
this  occasion.  It  is  true  that  I  was  privileged  about  eight, 
days  ago  to  witness    a    great  new  artificial  scientific 
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"  Perhaps  we  may  yet  have  lique- 


achievement  of  which  you  have  heard  something  this  evening 
— viz.,  liquefaction  of  hydrogen  and  helium  by  my  distin- 
guished and  honoured  friend  Professor  Dewar,  the  achieve- 
ment of  which  he  has  modestly  disparaged.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  that  they  will  have  any  therapeutic  use,  although  I  shall 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  I  see  them  advertised  very  shortly 
in  the  form  of  tabloids  or  as  soothing-syrup.  (Laughter.) 

When  we  come  together  on 


occasions  like  this  we  do  not 
want  intellectual  efforts  so 
much  as  emotional  change. 
We  come  for  the  feast  of 
reason  and  the  flow  of  soul. 
(Laughter.)  I  shall  not  be 
wanting  in  flow  of  soul  in 
proposing  to  you  prosperity 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Socie  ty. 
It  has  rendered  signal  services 
to  its  members  and  to  the 
public  at  large.  Your  art — 
your  pharmaceutical  art — is 
very  old ;  the  medicinal  in- 
stinct is  of  enormous  range, 
extending  from  the  harmless 
but  necessary  cat  up  to  Lord 
Bacon  who  used  to  regale 
himself  with  doses  of  nitre. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  tint 
the  Chinese  were  largely  ad- 
dicted to  drugs  1,000  years 
fied  hydrogen  in  the  form  of  before  the  Christian  era.  It 
tabloids,or  as  a  soothing  syrup."  ja  probable  that  there  was  a 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Egypt,  and  scraps  of  the  pro- 
ceedings may  be  found  among  the  papyri.  It  is  certain 
that  priests  of  the  temples  of  Esculapius  purchased  reme- 
dies, and  Aristophanes  mentioned  with  what  dexterity  and 
skill  they  swept  into  their  pouches  the  offerings  of  the 
altars,  which  must  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  the  counter 
of  modern  times.  (Laughter.)  Your  art  has  made 
much  progress.  Until  comparatively  recent  times  it  was 
mixed  up  with  alchemy,  and  in  modern  times  it  has  been 
carried  on  with  some  incompetence.  It  is  only  since  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  taken  it  in  hand  that  it  has 
grown  and  assumed  comely  proportions.  It  is  only  since 
the  year  1841  that  a  group  of  energetic  men  founded  this 
Society,  and  that  you  have  obtained  the  honour  to  which 
you  are  entitled.  It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  value 
and  importance  of  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  improving 
the  education  and  in  protecting  the  interests  of  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  therefore  the  public  at  large.  It  has  greatly 
advanced  your  social  position.  It  has  provided  the  means 
of  education  and  improvement  in  libraries,  in  museums,  and 
in  laboratories — all  being  excellent  of  their  kind.  It  has 
organised  a  system  of  education  that  owes  something  to 
the  influence  of  the  university  and  to  the  profession  of  the 
shop.  It  has  endowed  scholarships  to  encourage  research  ; 
it  has  subsidised  a  journal,  also  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  your 
distressed  members.  In  every  department  of  your  affairs  it 
has  been  vigilant  and  vigorous,  and  there  is  no  bottom  to  its 
activity  to-day.  If  1  am  right,  I  believe  it  is  still  grappling 
with  the  problem  of  education  The  remarks  made  about 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  recall  to  me  a  remark  once  made  to  me 
by  your  honorary  member,  the  late  Sir  Richard  Quain,  whose 
death  we  have  so  recently  deplored.  He  said  to  me  that  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  this  country  were  a  very  powerful 
body  of  men.  In  every  country  and  village  their  shops 
exerted  an  influence  much  more  widespread  than  romantic. 
The  chemist  is  an  intelligent  man — the  best  men  in  the  place 
are  glad  to  drop  in  and  have  a  word  with  him — many  political 
questions  are  discussed  and  thrashed  out  and  settled  in  the 
druggist's  shop,  or  in  the  back  parlour  adjoining.  I  am 
sure  that  if  the  chemists  and  druggists  will  back  your 
Pharmacy  Bill  it  will  pass  in  spite  of  any  block.  It  would 
be  superfluous  for  me  to  say  that  it  commands  the  good  will 
of  my  profession.  I  am  speaking  not  only  for  myself,  but 
also  for  the  profession  to  which  I  belong.  Our  aims  are 
really  identical.  We  are  both  striving,  as  has  been  said,  for 
the  relief  of  human  suffering,  for  the  preservation  of  health, 
for  the  prostration  of  disease,  and  for  the  postponement  of 
death.  There  ought  to  be  no  jealousy  or  misunder- 
standing between  us,  but  only  co-operation  and  mutual 


support  and  sympathy.  Regarding  the  new  Pharmacopoeia, 
I  would  venture  to  congratulate  your  President,  Messrs. 
Carteighe,  Newsholme,  Cross,  Martindale  and  their  col- 
leagues upon  the  excellent  assistance  they  have  given  us. 
Glancing  at  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  and  comparing  it  with 
its  predecessors,  we  may  not  bs  satisfied,  and  may  regard 
the  omission  of  some  fine  old  crusted  tincture,  or  essence  of 
peppermint,  or  syrup  of  poppies  as  something  too  terrible. 
(Laughter.)  Well,  gentlemen,  we  look  on  the  new  Pharma- 
copoeia with  a  discerning  eye.  Many  will  recognise  in  it 
what  enormous  advances  have  been  made  in  medicine.  It 
will  not  be  our  last  Pharmacopoeia.  Who  knows  what  is  the 
next  powerful  agent  among  extracts  which  modern  science 
may  place  in  our  hands  ?  The  resources  of  pharmacy  are 
not  exhausted.  Looking  into  the  history  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  I  perceive  that  it  has  a  series  of  worthy  Presi- 
dents, though  I  do  not  think  it  has  ever  had  a  more  worthy 
President  than  the  one  whose  name  is  coupled  with  this 
toast.  Is  he  not  a  nephew  of  Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  who  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Society,  to  whom  I  look  back  in  his 
artistic  home  in  Queen  Anne  Street  when  I  came  up  to 
London  a  raw  Scotch  youth  ?  Is  not  Mr.  Hills  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  and,  bsyond  this,  has  he  not 
personal  claims  upon  you  ?  Is  he  not  exceedingly  zealous  in 
looking  after  your  interests  1  I  know  that  to  my  cost,  for 
not  long  ago  he  pursued  me  all  over  London  in  a  hansom  cab 
in  order  to  extract  from  me  a  promise  to  deliver  an  address 
to  the  students  of  the  Pharmacy  School  next  autumn,  and, 
in  spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  escape,  he  ultimately  caught 
me.  Mr.  Hills  represents  you  everywhere  with  dignity.  He 
has  filled  the  chair  this  evening  with  the  utmost  felicity  and 
geniality,  and  I  ask  you  to  drink  his  very  good  health  in 
connection  with  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain."  (Cheers.) 

The  President  :  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  and  gentle- 
men, you  will  find,  I  think,  that  I  am  placed  under  difficult 
circumstances  in  responding  to  a  toast  which  has  been  pro- 
posed in  such  remarkably  felicitous  terms  by  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne,  but  my  thanks,  although  feebly  expressed, 
come  from  my  heart,  and  I  thank  you  very  cordially  for  the 
kind  way  in  which  you  have  received  me  this  evening.  I 
thank  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  for  the  very  cordial  way 
in  which  he  has  proposed  this  toast,  and  for  his  allusions 
to  me  and  to  my  late  uncle,  and  to  Mr.  Jacob  Bell.  Sir 
James  Crichton  Browne  has  covered  a  very  wide  field,  and 
has  passed  over  the  various  forms  of  work  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, and  of  which  we  are  proud,  though  it  is  quite 
unnecessary  for  me  to  dilate  further  upon  them  —  even 
for  the  benefit  of  our  guests ;  and  I  am  happily  in  this 
position,  gentlemen,  or,  perhaps,  unhappily,  that  to- 
morrow I  have  another  field-day,  and  I  shall  have  to  speak 
at  more  length  cn  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  possibly  in  the  face  of  criticism.  Therefore,  I 
will  not  detain  you  to-night  by  speaking  at  any  length 
upon  that  work.  I  think  that  the  work  it  has  done 
since  it  was  established  in  1841  has  been  not  only  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  practise  pharmacy,  but  it  has  also  been 
for  the  benefit  of  the  great  public  whose  servants,  as  Sir 
Walter  Foster  has  said,  both  medical  men  and  pha'  macists  are. 
I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  Sir  James  Crichton 
Browne  was  worth  taking  the  trouble  to  find,  although  I 
went  to  much  trouble  in  going  round  London  in  a  hansom 
cab.  I  would  almost  risk  a  motor-cab  and  all  its  terrors  to 
find  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne  and  to  induce  him  to  give 
the  inaugural  address  to  our  students  for  the  next  session. 
I  once  more  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  very  kind  way  in 
which  you  have  received  this  toast,  and  I  wish  also  to  thank 
all  our  guests  for  honouring  us  with  their  presence  this  even- 
ing, and  I  thank  you  particularly,  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne, 
for  the  way  in  which  you  have  alluded  to  my  humble  service  - , 
and  none  know  better  than  myself  how  poor  those  services 
are,  but  I  feel  that  I  owe  it  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  to  that  honourable  body  to  which  I  belong.  (Cheers.) 

"Oue  Guests." 

The  Teeasueee,  in  giving  this  toast,  said :  It  seems 
almost  futile  at  this  late  hour,  and  after  the  late  speakers' 
reference  to  the  Iguests,  for  me  to  propose  "  Our  Guests  "  ; 
but  I  feel  it  an  honour  to  have  to  propose  this  toast.  On 
many  previous  occasions  we  have  had  many  distinguished 
gentlemen  among  us,  representing  not  only  political  action, 
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but  men  representing  science,  and  I  claim  for  this  toast 
great  honour  and  respect.  We  are  delighted  to  have  them 
with  us  ;  I  refer  at  this  moment  to  Dr.  Farquharson,  one  who 
has  been  a  good  friend  to  us,  and  has  often  been  at  our  gather- 
ings. With  him  I  couple  this  toast ;  also  Dr.  Clowes,  the 
President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry.  We  also 
have  with  us  medical  friends,  who  are  our  best  friends— our 
best  allies  ;  and  I  hope  that  friendship  will  be  greater  as 
time  goes  on. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk,  Dr.  Fabquhabson  said  :  I 
have  so  often  enjoyed  your  hospitality,  and  feel  myself  so 
much  at  home  with  you,  that  I  wonder  whether  I  am  guest 
or  host.  (Laughter.)  I  have  gone  through  the  whole 
gamut  of  public  speaking  at  your  hospitable  board,  having 
spoken  for  the  House  of  Commons,  the  medical  profession, 
and  on  another  occasion  given  your  noble  selves.  I  am 
glad  now  to  have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude 


"  I  have  gone  through  the  whole 
your  hospitable  board." 


;amut  of  public  speaking  at 


for  an  excellent  dinner;  it  has  been  served  well  in  a  fine 
room,  and  there  have  been  many  suggestions  put  forward 
and  fine  speeches.  I  am  familiar  with  your  craft,  not 
because  I  take  physic  myself — I  have  always  avoided  your 
products — (laughter) — although  I  liked  to  prescribe  them 
for  my  patients,  and  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  instructing  my  pupils  in  the  art  which  you  profess 
so  much  better ;  but  the  bond  of  sympathy  which  now 
unites  us  is  a  Bill  which  we  are  trying  to  get  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Smith  is  the  father,  I  the  god- 
father, and  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  in  that  capacity  to  try  to 
take  care  of  the  little  Bill  when  Mr.  Smith  is  absent.  It  will 
be  a  difficult  thing  to  get  it  on  the  Statute-book.  You  must 
look  to  see  what  your  opponents  are  doing  in  the  matter— 
and  why  not  invite  them  to  a  dinner,  and  give  them  a  liberal 
allowance  of  champagne  ?— and  even  the  redoubtable  Dr. 
Tanner  may  be  got  right.  (Laughter.)  Put  your  backs  to 
this  matter,  get  as  many  members  as  you  can  to  support  you 
— members  of  Parliament  are  squeezable— and  though  the 
Bill  is  not  in  a  good  position,  we  may,  with  your  help,  get  it 
through  this  Session  or  the  next.  Sir  Walter  Foster,  myself, 
and  others  will  do  our  best  for  you.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Clowes  also  replied,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
said  :  Although  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  dined  with  you, 
it  has  been  my  habit  for  fourteen  years  to  eat  a  pharma- 
ceutical dinner.  This  carries  me  back  to  a  large  provincial 
centre  [Nottingham],  where  I  had  the  privilege,  along  with 
the  local  Chemists'  Association,  of  starting  a  very  capable 
system  of  education  for  your  examinations,  and  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  the  chemistry  instructor  under  the  scheme. 
I  look  back  to  that  time  with  pleasure,  and  will  never  forget 
the  zeal  and  forethought  of  the  energetic  body  of  chemists 
in  Nottingham.  (Applause.) 

The  proceedings  then  terminated — abruptly  and  unsenti- 
mentally,  neither  "  Rule  Britannia  "  nor  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  " 
making  the  welkin  ring. 


THE   ANNUAL  MEETING. 

OELDOM  has  the  programme  of  an  annual  meeting  appeared 
^  to  be  so  unpromising  as  that  which  met  t he  members  on 
Wednesday  at  12  noon.  The  attendance  was  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  programme,  exactly  thirty-five  members  being 
seated  in  front  of  the  President  when  he  came  in  at  12  3, 
and,  allowing  for  the  members  of  Council  present,  the 
unofficial  attendance  did  not  exceed  half  a  hundred  ;  but 
here  are  the  names  of  those  who  signed  the  roll  :— 


Arkinstall,  W. 
Atkinson,  Leo. 
Bascombe,  F. 
Bate,  H. 
Bilson,  F.  E. 
Bowen,  .7.  W, 
Brown,  Geo. 
Campkin,  A.  S. 
Cooper,  A.  J.  B. 
Cooper,  John 
Craeknell,  H. 
Davenport,  H. 
Dewhurst,  J.  H. 
Eastes,  E.  J. 
Ewing,  J.  L. 
Farr,  E.  H. 
Carman,  C.  E. 
Gossling,  W.  R. 
Gossop,  Geo.  K. 
Griffith,  W. 
Hambrook,  J. 
Hobbs,  A.  E. 


Holmes,  E.  M. 

Humphrey,  J. 

Hyne,  H. 

Hyslop,  J.  C. 

Jacks,  J.  R. 

James,  W. 

Kingan,  D. 

Knight,  H. 

Lomas,  J.  A. 

MacEwan,  Peter 

Marston,  J.  F. 

Martin,  N.  H. 

Long,  H.  H. 

Mathews,  H.  E. 

Mathews,  J.  H. 

Melhuish,  A.  R. 

Mumbray,  R.  J. 

Ogson,  W.  B. 

Perkins,  T.  J. 

Phillips,  A.  J. 
}  Powell,  T.  H. 
|   Ransom,  F. 

The  Annual  Report 


Robinson,  C.  E. 
Robinson,  R.  A. 
Robinson.  W,  P. 
Rogers,  F.  A. 
Sadler,  W. 
Shackloek,  J.  H. 
Smith,  ]•'.  A.  W. 
Smith,  J.  H. 
Stooke,  A. 
Sugden,  Samuel 
Tanner,  A.  E. 
Taplin,  J.  W, 
Taylor,  George  S. 
Ta'sker,  W. 
Tickle,  T. 
Will,  W.  W. 
Wilson,  Harold 
Woolley,  S.  W. 
Wootton,  A.  C. 
Wing,  A.  J. 
Wright,  A. 
Young,  R.  F. 


of  the  Council  was  a  more  than  usually  dull  one.  We 
printed  it  on  May  7,  but  may  recall  the  chief  points  of  it. 
The  first  paragraphs  were  devoted  to  libraries,  museums,  and 
examinations,  it  being  shown  on  the  last  point  that  of  1,414 
Preliminary  candidates  examined  in  1897  678  (about  48  per 
cent.)  were  successful.  For  the  Minor  981,  out  of  1  441, 
failed  (32  per  cent,  of  passes),  and  106  were  examined  in 
the  Major,  or  24  less  than  in  1896.  The  Benevolent  Fund 
distributed  3,043/.  to  destitute  chemists  or  widows  of  chemists. 
Then  came  references  to  the  presentation  of  the  Hanbury 
Medal  to  Dr.  de  Vrij,  the  election  of  honorary  members,  to 
what  the  Council  had  done  in  legal  matters — especially  the 
awkward  decision  of  the  Reading  Judge  to  the  effect  that  a 
co-partner  is  on  the  same  level  as  a  limited  company,  so  far 
as  the  sale  of  poisons  is  concerned,  which  decision  was  re- 
versed on  appeal.  The  report  then  dealt  with  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  in  general  terms,  the  North  British  Branch,  and  deaths 

The  financial  statement  turns  out  to  be  interesting.  It  is 
the  last  of  its  kind,  and  was  signed  by  three  auditors  only, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Butt  is  on  a  tour  round  the 
world,  and  to  Mr.  Stacey's  recent  bereavement.  But  the 
auditors  have  objected  to  the  way  accounts  have  been  kept, 
and  the  President  mentioned  that  a  new  system  has  been 
recommended  to  them  by  a  chartered  accountant.  The 
following,  in  brief,  is  a  summary  of  the  1897  accounts, 
leaving  out  the  shillings  : — 


Receipts. 

Examination  and  re- 
gistration fees 

Members',  &c,  sub- 
scriptions ... 

School-fees   

Interest 

Balance :  excess  of 
expenditure  over 
revenue 


9,433 

4,853 
1.398 
337 


540 
£16,561 


EXPENDITURE. 

£ 

Examination  and  re- 
gistration expenses  4,008 

School-expenses       ...  2.575 

Journal  and  postage  2,738 

Rents,    salaries,  and 

general  expenses  ...  7,239 


£16,561 


It  was  to  this  cot  too  encouraging  statement  that  the 
President  addressed  himself.  He  spoke  well,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  several  of  the  hardy  annuals  and  a  few  serious 
speakers  with  distinct  grievances. 

The  report  being  taken  as  read,  the  President  said:  I 
rise  with  great  pleasure  to  move  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
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according  to  the  practice  which  has  obtained  for  some  years 
past,  and  I  feel  sure  that  you  will  not  hold  that  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Council  during 
any  period  of  the  twelve  months  should  be  judged  by  the 
length  of  the  annual  report  or  by  the  number  of  paragraphs 
it  contains.  I  mention  this  because  the  fifty-seventh  annual 
report  now  submitted  to  you  is  somewhat  shorter  than  some 
of  its  predecessors,  and  probably  on  that  account  it  may  be 
taken  as  all  the  more  acceptable  to  members  and  associates 
of  this  Society.  The  work  of  the  Council,  too,  is  now  done 
with  such  speed  that  it  is  concentrated  as  much  as 
possible;  and  whilst  on  the  subject  I  may  remind  our 
journalistic  Mends,  who  say  that  our  proceedings  are  dull, 
that  it  is  because  we  are  in  the  habit  of  settling  any  of  our 

Little  Diffebences  op  Opinion 
beforehand  in  committee,  and  always  exhibit  practical 
unanimity  at  our  meetings,  which  is  not  in  the  interests  of 
journalism  and  public  debate.  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit 
that  there  are  occasions  when  public  debates  are  highly  de- 
sirable. It  must  be  remembered  that  our  committees  are 
largely  administrative,  and  the  matters  discussed  at  the 
committee  meetings  require  a  considerable  amount  of  de- 
liberation, and  it  is  at  these  committees  that  we  usually  come 
to  unanimity  on  matters  not  involving  a  mere  question  of 
principle.  I  may  remind  you  that  on  the  subject  of  the 
alteration  of  the  by-laws  and  the  examinations,  to  both  of 
which  allusion  is  made  in  the  report,  there  has  been  a  re- 
markable unanimity  in  our  deliberations.  The  first  subject 
to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  is  that  of  finance,  and  I 
am  bound  to  admit  that  according  to 

The  Financial  Statement, 

the  expenditure  appears  to  be  in  excess/of  j  receipts.  My 
regret  is  that  not  so  much  has  been  spent,  but  that 
receipts  have  been  scarcely  sufficient  for  our  needs.  If 
you  compare  the  financial  statement  with  the  one  for 
1896,  you  will  observe  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
reduction  in  examination  fees  due  to  the  new  by-law 
which  came  into  force  last  year,  and  which  makes  the  fee 
for  re-examination  in  the  Minor  three  guineas,  while  the 
advanced  fee  for  that  examination  will  not  be  paid  until 
1900.  On  the  expenditure  side  the  figures  are  in  most  cases 
lower  than  in  1896,  though  there  are  exceptions,  and  these 
are  justified  by  special  circumstances.  I  would  call  your 
attention  to  one  as  an  example.  I  mean  to  say  the  item  of 
insurance  (seven  years'  premium),  which,  of  course,  will  not 
appear  for  that  length  of  time.  With  reference  to  the 
Journal,  the  net  cost  of  which  has  been  considerably 
reduced,  I  may  remind  you  of  the  following  paragraph  in  the 

1896  report : — "  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  Council  with  reference  to  the  reduction  of  the 
balance  on  the  Journal  account  appear  to  have  been  well 
founded,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  improve- 
ment will  be  continued."  The  balance,  exclusive  of 
postage,  was  in  1895  2,761Z.  (which  was  abnormally 
high)   and   in    1896    2  229Z.,    and    has    now    fallen  in 

1897  to  1.978Z.  These  figures  justify  the  remarks  I  made 
twelve  months  ago,  when  I  said  that  I  believed  that  at  the 
end  of  1897  there  would  be  further  considerable  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  the  Journal.  While  on  the  subject  of  finance, 
I  would  like  to  say  that  the  Council  has  recently  decided  on 
the  advice  of  a  competent  chartered  accountant,  that  the 
methods  for  keeping  the  books  shall  be  so  modified  that  the 
amounts  shall  be  submitted  to  the  auditors  in  a  form 
more  in  accordance  with  general  custom.  It  is  proposed 
next  year  and  in  future  to  take  into  consideration  the 
assets  and  liabilities,  and  at  the  end  of  the  present  year 
a  balance-sheet  will  accompany  the  financial  statement.  I 
feel  sure  that  it  will  meet  with  your  approval,  and  it  will  be 
more  intelligible  when  it  is  placed  before  you  twelve  months 
hence.  It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  find  that  in  the 
Revenue  account  for  1897,  prepared  according  to  the  new 
method,  our  income  exceeded  our  expenditure  by  1601,  the  ex- 
planation being  that  between  the  financial  statement  which  we 
are  now  considering  and  the  one  on  the  new  system,  our  assets 
were  considerably  in  excess  of  our  liabilities  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  I  may  mention  that  this  is  the  case  especially 
regarding  the  Journal  account,  because  we  pay  practically 
everything  for  the  Journal  in  cash,  whereas  at  the  end 
of  the  year  there  is  a  very  considerable  balance  in  our 


favour  arising  from  advertisements,  for  which  payment  is 
not  made  until  some  months  after.  I  may  add  that  the 
Council  has  also  decided,  by  means  of  a  leasehold  redemp- 
tion insurance,  to  create  a  sinking  fund  of  something  like 
25,000/.,  payable  at  the  expiration  of  leases  now  held  by  us 
on  property  in  Bloomsbury  Square  and  Galen  Place.  Having 
said  so  much  of  finance,  I  feel  that  there  are  several  other 
paragraphs  in  the  report  to  which  I  need  not  call  your 
further  attention  ;  but  there  are  one  or  two  paragraphs  about 
which  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words.  In  the  first  place,  I 
should  like  to  refer  with  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that 

The  Amended  By-laws, 

to  which  reference  was  made  last  year,  and  which  were 
considered  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  twelve  months 
ago,  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Privy  Council,  which  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  satisfaction.  I  think  the  alteration 
that  will  be  effected  by  them  is  one  with  which  we  may 
express  our  unqualified  satisfaction.  I  think  it  is  well 
that  everybody  should  endeavour  to  advance  their  calling 
in  every  possible  way,  and  I  think  that  in  no  way  can 
we  do  that  better  than  by  providing  means  for  testing  that 
the  general  education  of  those  who  wish  to  enter  our  craft 
hereafter  shall  be  up  to  a  high  standard,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  think  those  by-laws  have  been  not  only  approved  of  by 
the  Society,  but  have  been  since  confirmed  by  the  Privy 
Council,  and  will  come  into  force  in  two  years'  time.  You 
will  recollect  that  the  opposition  was  not  of  a  very  terrible 
character.  I  believe  the  opposition  had  no  general  backing 
behind  it,  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that  in  this  matter  at 
least  we  showed  practical  unanimity  in  a  desire  to  provide- 
for  the  future  a  body  of  men  who  will  have  a  good  sound 
general  education,  as  will  enable  them  to  pass  with  greater 
ease  and  facility  the  subsequent  qualifying  examination. 
Now  with  regard  to 

The  Legal  Paeagbaph. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  need  detain  you  at  any  length  on  the- 
matter  of  prosecutions.  They  present  to  us  a  very  great 
monotony  ;  they  are  not  very  interesting  as  a  rule,  but  there 
is  one  case  to  which  we  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  call 
your  special  attention,  and  that  is  the  case  which  was  heard 
before  the  County  Court  Judge  at  Reading,  where  a  sale  of 
weed-killer  containing  arsenic  sufficient  to  poison  2,000 
persons  was  virtually  admitted.  Although  the  case  was  de- 
cided against  us,  in  an  appeal  on  a  question  of  fact,  to  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  allude,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the 
County  Court  Judge  it  appeared  doubtful  in  his  mind  as  to- 
whether  a  partnership  was  not  on  the  same  lines  as  a  corpora- 
tion. We  felt  that  we  must  appeal  against  that  decision — 
that  we  must  have  some  further  light  thrown  upon  that 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  County  Court  Judge  •, 
and,  therefore,  we  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,, 
and,  although  we  lost  the  case,  I  am  glad  that  we  did  gain 
our  point,  and  we  were  told  distinctly,  on  appeal  from  the 
County  Court  judgment,  that,  in  so  far  as  public  interests 
were  concerned,  we  had  succeeded,  and  it  also  proved  very 
clearly  that  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  a  master  is  liable  for 
otfences  committed  by  his  servant  if  there  is  reasonable 
ground  for  supposing  that  such  employe  is  acting  under 
the  ostensible  or  implied  authority  of  his  master.  With 
regard  to  the  other  legal  cases,  they  have  a  certain  mono- 
tonous character.  I  should  like,  however,  to  say  one  word 
about  the  common  practice  in  the  country  of  having  branch 
shops  under  the  management  of  unqualified  assistants.  I 
do  protest  most  strongly  against  it.  It  is  a  scandal.  (Hear, 
hear.)  It  is  a  matter  that  really  is  of  very  great 
importance.  We  ought  to  put  our  own  house  in  order,  and 
if  we  put  our  own  house  in  order  we  shall  go  with  better 
confidence  in  the  future  to  Parliament  or  to  the  courts  for 
what  we  may  want  in  the  future.  Many  of  the  cases  in 
which  we  have  had  to  take  proceedings  during  the  past 
twelve  months  have  been  flagrant  ones,  and  I  hope  that  those 
who  care  to  read  my  words  will  consider  very  seriously  what 
is  the  position  which  they  take  in  engaging  unqualified 
assistants  to  have  full  control  of  branch  shops. 

Paeliamentaet. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  Parliamentary  paragraph,  that  is 
one  which  perkaps  I  take  the  most  interest  in  at  the  present 
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time.    You  will  recollect  that  I  said  last  year  that  so  far  as 
I  knew  the  new  Council  was  quite  prepared  to  apply  for  Par- 
liamentary powers  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  Society. 
Well,  soon  after  we  met  in  October  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
power  to  make  associates  eligible  for  membership,  and  intro- 
duce into  Parliament  a  simple  Bill  having  this  for  its  chief 
object.    The  Council  were  quite  unanimous  in  this  matter, 
and  the  Bill  was  drafted,  and  was  then  left  largely  in  my 
hands  to  get  introduced  into  Parliament.    I  may  mention, 
gentlemen,  though  perhaps  many  of  you  know,  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  getting  private  Bills  through  the  House  of 
Commons  at  the  present  time;  and  there  are  three  methods 
by  which  Bills  can  be  brought  before  the  House,  and  they 
are  these:  the  first  way  is  to  get  the  Government  to  support 
a  Bill,  and  if  they  do  so  it  is  quite  possible  that  success  will 
be  attained  ;  but  with  a  Bill  such  as  the  one  we  are  speaking 
of  it  is  hardly  likely  that  we  should  get  the  Government 
to    take    it    up.     The    second    way    is    that    of  the 
ballot;  but  the  chances  are  about  twenty-five  to  one  against 
getting  the  Bill  introduced  at  all  under  the  ballot.  The 
chances  are  so  great  against  one,  but,  as  Mr.  Smith  said  last 
night  at  the  ditner,  it  will  be  possible,  supposing  we  are  not 
successful  this  year,  that  we  should  get  members  of  Parlia- 
ment throughout  the  country  to  take  it  up  and  allow  their 
natnes  to  be  associated  with  this  Bill,  so  that  we  may  have 
a  large  number  of  chances  for  the  ballot.    We  need  a  large 
number  to  say  that  they  will  place  their  names  on  this  Bill, 
and  if  we  can  get  perhaps  100,  150,  or  200  members  to  do  so 
wc  will  stand  a  fair  chance  of  getting  first  out  of  twelve  of  the 
Bills,  and  we  shall  probably  get  an  opportunity  of  having 
the  question  discussed  before  the  House  of  Commons.  At 
the  present  time,  as  you  know,  we  are  introducing  this 
Bill  as  an  unopposed  one,  and  that  means  that  there 
can  be  no  discussion  whatever  upon  the  Bill  either  at  any 
of  the  readings  or  in  committee.    The  Bill  was  introduced 
in  February,  and  I  think  the  second  read  nj  was  success- 
fully passed  on  March  7.    However,  since  then  we  have  been 
hung  up — hung  up  principally  by  the  opposition  of  one 
honourable  member,  although  I  am  bound  to  say  there  are 
other  amendments  against  the  Bill  placed  on  the  agenda  of 
the  House  of  Commons  by  other  members.    Still  I  believe 
the  opposition  we  have  had  to  contend  with  comes  mainly 
from  one  source,  and  that  is  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross,  the  member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  Glasgow.  Now 
I   think   that  Mr.   Cross's  chief    opposition    and  chief 
amendment  is   one  dealing  with  something  that  is  not 
germane  to  the  Bill  at  all.     It  is  quite  true  that  our 
Pharmacy  Act  of   1868   is    somewhat    of    a  composite 
Bill — it    not    only    regulates  our  internal  arrangements 
but  also  regulates  the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  conditions 
under  which  scheduled  poisons  are  retailed  to  the  public,  but 
in  the  Bill  we  are  submitting  to  Parliament  we  are  only 
attacking  one  portion — that  is  to  say,  one  portion  which  con- 
cerns our  internal  regulations — and  we  are  not  taking  up 
the  great  question  at  all  as  to  whether  poisons  should  be 
supplied  to  the  public.    Now,  Mr.  Cross  has  recently  written 

A  Letter 

to  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland,  in 
which  he  makes  many  serious  mis-statements  [see  The 
Chejiist  and  Druggist,  May  14,  page  784],  not  wilful,  I 
think,  but,  nevertheless,  mis-statements  to  which  his 
attention  ought  to  be  called.  He  does  not  seem  to  realise 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  qualification  required 
by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  in  order  that  a  man  may  have 
the  right  to  sell  and  retail  these  poisons,  and  member- 
ship and  associateship  with  a  voluntary  society.  For 
instance,  he  says  in  this  letter  to  which  I  refer  that 
"  Under  the  Act  of  1868  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were 
constituted ;  two  orders  of  members  were  instituted — viz., 
members  and  associates — with  a  separate  examination  for 
each."  As  far  as  I  understand,  under  the  Act  of  1868,  mem- 
bers and  associates  with  separate  examinations  for  each  were 
not  brought  into  existence  by  the  Act  of  1868.  They  were 
already  in  existence.  He  goes  on,  "  Certain  poisons 
were  scheduled  under  the  Act,  and  these  poisons  and  any 
articles  containing  them,  in  however  small  proportion,  were 
only  allowed  to  be  sold  by  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society."  A  man  may  fell  poisons  without  being  a  member 
of  the   Pharmaceutical   Society,   and  without  being  an 


associate,  and  then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  "They  are 
entrusted  with  the  prosecutions  directed  against  persons 
who  may  sell  such  preparations  without  being  members  of 
the   Pharmaceutical  Society."     It  is   merely  a  questicn 
whether  he  is  on  the  register,  and  is  allowed  to  keep  open 
shop.    Still  going  on  with  the  letter  he  says,  "  Sheep-dips 
are  sold  at  aa  enormous  profit,  and  new  sheep-dips  can 
hardly  go  into  the  market  to  compete  at  lower  prices,  be- 
cause of  the  licensed  pharmaceutical  chemists,  who  are  all 
engaged  with  the  older  brands,  and  do  not  want  any  more 
competition."    Well,  now,  gentlemen,  there  are  chemists  and 
druggists  who  would  be  willing  to  take  up  Mr.  Cross's,  or  any- 
body else's,  articles  if  there  was  any  demand  for  them  ;  but 
surely  there  is  enough  competition  in  the  present  day  to 
provide  Mr.  Cross  with  plenty  of  means  of  introducing  his 
new  preparations,  and  I  cannot  see  why  registered  persons 
should  not  be  found  in  every  district,  assuming  the  prin- 
ciples are  good,  to  be  the  means  of  supplying  them  to  the 
public.    Mr.  Cross  speaks  of  the  accidents  likely  to  arise 
through    the    sale    of    these    articles    by  unqualified 
persons.     He  says,    "  I   do    not    think    this    is  likely, 
but  if  it  be  the  case  it  is  surely  obvious  that  the  mere  fact  of 
having  been  sold  by  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  does  not 
render  the  accident  less  likely  to  occur  than  if  the  article 
had  been  sold  by  a  seedsman  or  ironmonger."    I  agree  with 
that  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  I  say  this — that  the  iron- 
monger or  seedsman  is  much  more  likely  to  sell  one  of  these 
dangerous  preparations  without  any  hesitation  than  the  man 
who  knows  the  terrible  nature  of  the  articles  he  is  selling, 
and  therein  lies  the  security  of  the  public.    Continually  we 
are  sending  customers  away  with  nothing  at  all  when  poisons 
are  applied  for,  or  with  a  small  amount  when  they  were 
willing  to  pay  for  a  large  amount,   and  that  ia  our 
duty,    and    one    of    the    securities    which    the  public 
possess  in  being  obliged  to  go  for  their  poisons  to  chemists. 
Therefore  I  think  that  the  security  is  one  which  should  not 
be  disregarded.    At  the  end  of  this  letter  he  says:  "The 
technical  position  is  that  a  few  agricultural  members  and 
myself  have  blocked  the  Druggists'  Bill,  which  has  for  its 
object  the  apparently  small  desire  to  ease  the  examination 
for  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society."    That  is  the 
class  of  opposition  which  we  have  from  Mr.  Cross.    At  the 
present  time  he  is  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  a  Bill  which 
was  promised  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago  by  the  Home 
Secretary  to  deal  with  the  sale  of  poisons. 

A  New  Poisons  Bill. 
Until  that  Bill  is  introduced  we  have  no  right  to  discuss 
what  it  may  or  may  not  contain,  but  judging  from  the  past 
I  think  it  is  very  improbable  that  any  Poisons  Act  which 
may  be  introduced  byany  Government  will  contain  any  clauses 
which  will  upset  the  present  arrangement  in  so  far  as  they 
concern  scheduled  poisons.  I  think  that  no  Government 
would  be  bold  enough  to  suggest  that  the  poisons  which  arc 
now  on  the  schedule,  especially  those  which  are  largely  used 
for  horticultural  and  agricultural  purposes,  should  be  taken 
out  of  that  schedule  and  sold  readily  by  other  than  those 
who  are  specially  educated  and  qualified  for  that  duty.  Of 
course,  when  this  Poisons  Bill  is  introduced,  as  it  will 
be  introduced,  perhaps  this  year,  perhaps  later,  it 
will  be  considered  very  carefully  by  all  registered 
persons,  and  considered  by  them  not  only  as  persons 
directly  interested,  as  it  were,  but  as  members 
of  the  great  general  public,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  legis- 
lation is  ultimately  for  the  public  good,  and  therefore  I  hope 
that  when  this  Bill  is  introduced  we  will  consider  it  very 
carefully.  I  should  be  very  surprised  if  any  new  principle 
is  introduced  because  I  think  it  would  be  a  retrograde 
principle,  and  one  which  no  responsible  person  would  be 
likely  to  support,  that  such  poisons  as  corrosive  sublimate 
and  arsenic  and  the  poisonous  alkaloids  should  be  sold  ri-tail 
bv  any  other  persons  than  those,  I  say.  who  know  the  terrible 
nature  of  those  articles.  As  regards  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  We 
hope  we  may  be  able  to  succeed  in  getting  ic  through 
Committee  this  session.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
Hon.  Frederick  Smith  for  the  support  he  has  given 
to  our  Bill,  and  for  the  personal  interest  he  has 
taken  in  it.  But  I  think  he  knows  perhaps  too  much  about 
us  for  his  own  personal  comfort.  He  has  given  a  consider- 
able amount  of  time  and  attention  to  this  matter,  and  he  is 
one  who  is  very  much  respected  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
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and  we  cannot  have  a  better  representative  there  in  further- 
ing our  interests.  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  we  have  been 
able  to  get  also  the  support  of  several  other  members  of 
Parliament,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  report,  and 
who  were  good  enough  to  allow  their  names  to  be  placed  on 
the  back  of  the  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  been 
evidence  of  support  on  the  part  of  a  very  large  number  of 
members  of  Parliament.  It  is  not  that  we  are  suffering 
from  lack  of  support — if  we  could  only  be  heard,  and  have 
the  question  discussed  in  the  House — but  under  the  condi- 
tions in  which  we  are  working  it  is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  no  opposition,  and  the  opposition  of  one  person  is 
sufficient  to  spoil  our  chances  for  the  present  vear.  Before 
I  conclude  I  must  express  my  thanks  to  the 

Local  Seceetaeies 

for  the  admirable  way  in  which  they  have  helped  us  in 
getting  support  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  Amendment  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  there  is  a 
paragraph  in  our  annual  report  referring  to  the  good  work 
which  the  secretaries  have  done.  I  have  been  struck  by  the 
amount  of  interest  taken  in  our  Bill  by  the  honourable 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and,  as  we  were  told 
last  night,  perhaps  some  of  the  others  may  be  "  squeezable." 
The  unfortunate  thing  we  have  to  contend  with  is,  that  we 
have  not  many  registered  persons  in  some  of  the  districts 
represented  by  these  honourable  members.  I  am  sorry  we 
have  not  more  influence  than  we  have  to  bring  to  bear  upon 
the  honourable  member  for  Camlachie,  but  the  Glasgow 
Chemists'  Association  are  almost  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  soon  after  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  we  had  some  opposition  from  Manchester.  Well, 
gentlemen,  that  opposition  was  finally  disposed  of,  and  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that,  after  consultation,  they  saw  their 
way  to  remove  their  objection  to  the  Bill;  but  I  must  also 
say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  the  matter,  the 
opposition  in  its  early  stages  was  very  detrimeatal  to  the 
progress  of  the  Bill,  and  I  believe  that  if  we  had  been 
thoroughly  united  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  in  going  to 
Parliament  we  should  have  made  much  better  progress,  and 
we  might  possibly  have  already  got  the  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons.  However,  it  is  no  use  crying  over  spilt 
milk.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  there  is  no  organised 
opposition  to  this  Bill,  though  there  may  be  certain  in- 
dividuals who  may  object  to  this  Bill,  but  they  have  been 
kind  enough  at  least  not  to  move  further  in  the  matter. 
They  have  bowed  to  the  wish  of  the  majority. 
Therefore,  I  say,  we  are  united  in  our  desire  to  see  the  Bill 
passed,  and  I  think  we  shall  do  it.  If  we  do  not  do  it  this 
session,  we  shall  try  and  do  it  next.  It  is  a  measure  of 
justice,  as  I  had  no  difficulty  in  explaining  to  hon. 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  because  it  is  giving  the 
men  who  possess  sufficient  qualification  for  the  public  pro- 
tection an  opportunity  of  becoming  members  of  the  Council, 
and  of  taking  part  in  these  deliberations  and  of  helping  to 
guide  the  policy  of  the  Society  in  future.  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  local  Associations.  They  have 
done  good  work  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  It  appsars  to  me 
like  a  moving  of  the  dry  bones,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to 
those  who  live  in  London,  and  are  members  of  .Council,  to 
feel  that  there  is  activity  in  different  directions  throughout 
the  country.  The  Council  are  very  anxious  that  these 
Associations  should  flourish,  and  we  are  glad  to  think  that 
they  have  been  prosperous  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
(Applause.) 

The  Vice-Peesident  formally  seconded  the  motion  and 
reserved  the  right  to  speak  later  on  if  necessary. 

An  Eaely  Teain 

which  he  had  to  catch  brought  Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin,  of  Cam- 
bridge, to  his  feet  to  say  that  he  could  not  leave  without 
saying  a  word  in  acknowledgment  of  the  President's  address 
and  the  action  of  the  Council  during  the  past  year.  He 
especially  admired  the  President's  zeal  as  a  pharmaceutical 
missionary,  and  if  that  example  were  followed  by  other  mem- 
bers of  Council  it  would  be  an  advantage  for  the  whole 
body.  He  thanked  the  President  especially  for  the  assist- 
ance he  had  rendered  to  the  woru  of  local  associations,  and 
he  felt  sure  that  if  they  had  such  associations  over  the  whole 
country  the  Pharmacyi^Bill  would  have  been  better  under- 


stood. Having  told  the  meeting  what  he  had  done 
himself  to  promote  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Campkin  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culties there  are  in  getting  private  Bills  passed  into 
law,  but  that,  he  said,  was  no  i  eason  why  they  should 
not  use  all  endeavours  to  get  the  present  measure  through, 
as  it  was  only  one  step  in  the  reform  upon  which  they  had 
entered,  and  the  next  would  be  in  regard  to  company 
pharmacy.  For  that  matter  they  wanted  a  united  body,  and 
he  recommended  the  Society  t(  take  a  leaf  from  the  book  of 
the  friendly  societies,  who  by  their  united  action  had  had  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  and  several  Royal  Commissions 
appointed,  while  more  than  half  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  are  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
societies.  There  is  apathy  in  the  drug-trade,  said  Mr. 
Campkin,  and  that  is  a  good  reason  for  frequent  visits  by  the 
President  and  members  of  the  Council  to  various  parts  of 
the  country,  so  that  the  dry  bones  might  be  shaken  up. 
Before  closing  his  remarks,  Mr.  Campkin  warned  all  qualified 
men  who  are  engaged  with  limited  companies  of  how  they 
are  jeopardising  the  future  of  the  craft  and  their  own 
business  prospects,  and  he  sat  down  having  convinced  aa 
apparently  critical  audience  of  his  sincerity. 

A  High-toned  Speech. 

Mr.  Leonaed  Atkinson  (Brockley)  remarked  that  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  not  unlike  Mahomet's  coffin — in  a  state  of 
suspense  ;  but  whether  secure  or  not  he  would  not  swear.  He 
would  not  go  as  far  as  to  condole  with  the  Council,  for  he  did 
not  think  that  the  Bill  was  irretrievably  lost.  It  was  true  that 
a  large  number  of  chemists  and  druggists  throughout  the 
country  had  taken  no  interest  in  the  Bill,  and  that  another 
section  wanted  the  Council  to  adopt  a  more  forward  policy, 
but  if  the  present  movement  had  done  anything  it  had  at 
least  demonstrated  that  it  would  be  absolutely  futile  to  go 
forward  with  a  big  measure — (hear,  hear) — unless  they  had 
united  support.  (Applause.)  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
opposition  to  the  Bill  had  originated  in  their  own  circle,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  Bill  not  getting  through,  if  they  were 
asked  who  killed  cock  robin,  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
identifying  the  sparrow.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  think 
there  was  much  reason  in  going  against  Mr.  Cross,  whose 
trump-card  was  after  all  given  to  him  by  one  of  their  own 
members.  Mr.  Cross  had  his  own  trade  interests  in  the 
matter,  and  with  the  i  igid  virtue  which  they  were  accustomed 
to  expect  across  the  Tweed — (laughter) — he  did  the  best  for 
himself.  There  was  a  saying,  "  When  you  meet  a  Scot  you 
meet  an  argument" — (laughter) — and  Mr.  Cross's  argument 
was  that  poisons  put  up  in  sealed  packets  should  be  sold  by 
anybody,  qualified  or  not.  The  most  lamentable  accident 
within  his  knowledge  was  precisely  one  arising  from  the  lack 
of  careful  supervision  of  poisons  which  the  Arsenic  Act  did 
not  provide  for,  and  which  was  not  instituted  until  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1368.  The  need  for  this  qualified  super- 
vision had  been  demonstrated  by  experience,  and  Mr.  Cross 
now  wished  them  to  go  back  upon  that.  He  did  not  think 
Mr.  Cross  could  be  serious.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  regard  to 
opposition  from  another  source — he  meant  the  public 
benefactor,  who  was  wasting  his  shareholders'  money  by 
scattering  splendid  examples  of  lithography — he  thought  it 
was  needless — he  had  almost  said  Bootless — (laughter) — to 
give  that  much  attention,  and  as  to  Mr.  Cross,  his  only 
supporters  seemed  to  be  the  irrepressible  Tanner  and  the 
unspeakable  Weir.  (Laughter.)  Referring  to  the  question 
of  titles  involved  in  the  Bill,  he  did  not  care  though  they 
gave  chemists  and  druggists  a  string  of  titles  as  long  as 
the  tail  of  a  kite — (laughter) — and  he  proceeded  to  amuse 
the  meeting  by  funniosities  in  regard  to  Fellowships  of 
learned  and  unlearned  societies,  concluding  the  series  by 
saying  that  "  for  5s.  per  annum  any  man  can  be  a  full-blown 
'P.A.T.A.,'"  and  Mr.  Carteighe  gave  the  keynote  of  the 
hearty  laugh  with  which  this  quip  was  greeted.  "  I  owe  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  this  free  advertisement,"  continued  Mr.  Atkinson, 
"  because  I  notice  that  he  has  on  this  occasion  refrained 
from  interfering  with  parliamentary  politics."  Mr.  Atkinson 
next  went  on  to  the  poisons-schedule,  and  especially  cocaine, 
asking  the  Council  why,  seeing  that  that  is  a  poisonous 
vegetable  alkaloid,  they  have  not  taken  action  in  regard 
to  its  sale  in  the  form  of  coca-wine.  There  is  no  doubt, 
he  said,  that  it  is  undermining  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity.    In  an  insidious  form  it  is  taken  under  false 
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pretences.  (Laughter.)  If  you  go  along  the  street  you 
tind  in  every  shop,  from  the  grocer's  to  the  person's  who 
places  M.P.S.  after  his  name,  placards  intimating  that  coca- 
wine,  Nature's  ideal  invigorator,  is  there  obtainable  at  Is.  3d. 
per  reputed  quart  bottle,  and  made,  too,  from  fine  old  crusted 
port.  (Laughter.)  Then  he  went  on  to  tell  the  meeting 
that  pharmacists  were  drifting  into  being  general  traders  ; 
sacrificing  their  integrity  as  compounders,  their  high  prin- 
ciples, &c,  and  that  this  might  sever  the  last  link  with  true 
pharmacy,  and  in  the  near  future  even  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  might  have  to  undergo  reform  because  of  the  lower 
element  that  is  creeping  into  it.  All  pharmacists  should 
keep  abreast  of  scientific  developments,  and  it  is  part  of 
their  duty  to  educate  the  public  into  the  belief  that  theirs 
is  a  professional  avocation  to  which  appropriate  remunera- 
tion should  be  attached. 

Sins  op  Omission. 
Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  (Newcastle)  said  that  his  original  in- 
tention was  not  to  speak  ;  but  since  he  had  left  home  he  had 
read  the  annual  report,  but  he  found  there  were  one  or  t  wo 
things  not  in  it  to  which  he  wished  to  allude.  Much  had  been 
said  about  loyalty  to  the  Society,  and  he  thought  that  the 
Council  were  doing  little  to  encourage  it  when  they  brought 
forward  a  measure  to  give  to  Minor  men  that  which  had 
hitherto  belonged  to  the  Majors.  The  immediate  effect  of 
that  was  that  Major  candidates  had  diminished  during  the 
past  year  by  20  per  cent.,  while  in  Edinburgh,  where  one- 
third  of  the  total  number  of  Minor  candidates  were 
examined,  he  noticed  that  only  nine  had  presented  themselves 
for  the  Major.  This  represented  only  one-tenth  of  those  who  had 
passed  the  Minor  examination  in  the  same  place.  He  was  a 
strong  believer  in  education,  and  thought  that  they  should 
make  every  endeavour  to  maintain  it.  (Applause.)  He  was 
much  struck  with  an  omission  from  the  report — viz.,  in 
reference  to  the  Research  Laboratory.  The  members  would 
like  to  know  something  about  that.  They  had  spent  a  large 
amount  of  money  upon  it,  and  it  was  possible  to  do  in  it 
good  work  for  pharmacy,  and  even  for  pure  science.  But 
were  they  doing  anything  ?  Another  point  was  that  there 
was  no  allusion  in  the  report  to  the  Pharmacopoeia — one  of 
the  principal  parts  of  the  Society's  work  which  had  been  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  This  was  not  the  place  nor  the  time 
to  criticise  the  contents  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  there  were 
several  points  about  it  to  which  he  wished  to  draw  attention. 
First,  the  fact  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  was  gazetted  on 
April  29,  but  the  printers  of  the  Phai'macopceia  did  not  issue 
any  copies  of  it  until  May  11.  He  took  it  that  the  book 
became  authoritative  from  April  29,  but  he  had  heard  from  an 
eminent  authority  in  pharmacy  that  he  would  not  adopt  it 
until  Midsummer  Day,  and  from  the  President  of  the  Society 
that  the  hall-mark  would  be  conferred  until  January  1  upon 
candidates  who  are  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

The  President  :  I  do  not  think  that  is  quite  correct. 
What  I  said  was,  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  would  not  be  taken 
in  the  Minor  examination  until  January. 

Mr.  Martin  :  Quite  so.  You  will  pass  men  without 
asking  them  anything  about  the  new  Pharmacopteia. 

The  President  :  No,  no.  They  will  not  be  examined  on 
the  new  preparations  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  at  present. 

Mr.  Martin,  continuing,  said  that  they  really  were 
ignoring  what  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  he  added  that 
the  Society's  Journal,  which  they  were  asked  to  believe  was 
the  wisest  pharmaceutical  organ  to  which  they  could 
submit,  had  printed  a  paragraph  last  week  in  which  a 
doubt  was  expressed  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  would  ever  be 
authoritative.  He  deplored  such  indifference  by  those  who 
ought  to  know  better,  and  asked  the  meeting  to  express  the 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  new  B.P.  should  not  be  taken  as  a 
guide  from  April  29,  as  most  of  the  wholesale  houses  of 
London  had  decided,  and  he  pointed  out  the  great  dangers 
that  would  arise  from  two  courses  being  followed.  Several 
preparations  of  potent  drugs,  such  as  aconite  and  stropban- 
thus,  are  so  different  now  in  strength  from  what  they  used  to 
be  that  a  prescription  dispensed,  say,  in  John  Bell  &  Co.'s 
might  be  different  from  that  dispensed  in  his  own  pharmacy. 

An  Appeal  to  the  Benevolent. 
Mr.  Hampson  said  he  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Martin  in 
dispensing  the  strengthened  preparations  without  notice  to 
the  medical  men. 


Mr.  Martin  :  They  are  not  all  strengthened. 
Mr.  Hampson,  continuing,  said  he  knew  of  no  legal 
authority  for  saying  when  the  new  Pharmacopeia  should 
come  into  force,  but  he  knew  it  was  very  necessary  to  pro- 
vide time.  There  was  unfortunately  no  provision  for  this  in 
the  Medical  Act,  but  he  hoped  they  would  all  show  better 
discretion  than  Mr.  Martin  had.  He  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  ;  he  was  afraid  he  troubled 
the  Council  by  his  pertinacity,  but  he  thought  that  the 
present  method  of  electing  candidates  was  a  painful  one. 
Candidates  had  to  spend  money  by  canvassing  to  achieve  a 
position  on  the  poll  before  receiving  an  annuity.  He  (the 
speaker)  held  strong  \iews,  but  when  he  entertained  a  con- 
viction he  generally  stuck  to  it,  and  hoped  he  would  till  the 
end  of  the  chapter.  They  must  remember  that  the  Com- 
mittee investigated  all  the  details  of  each  case,  and  every 
minute  detail  was  known  even  before  the  name  was  placed 
on  the  list.  It  was  a  waste  of  energy  and  a  waste 
of  money  to  make  candidates  run  the  gauntlet  of 
an  election.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he  had 
heard,  would  not  consent  to  be  a  patron  of  any  Fund 
in  which  the  elections  were  carried  on  in  this  way.  His  (Mr. 
Hampson's)  colleagues  told  him  that  the  Fund  would  lessen 
in  amount  if  his  method  was  adoptad,  but  he  had  a  better 
opinion  of  chemists  and  druggists.  They  did  not  give 
individual  votes.  He  had  a  more  worthy  opinion  of  their 
intentions.  There  was  a  case,  he  added,  some  two  years 
ago,  illustrating  the  defects  of  their  present  system :  an  old 
gentleman,  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  member  of  the 
Society,  and  who  had,  moreover,  contributed  to  the  Fund, 
and  was  over  80,  was  not  elected,  and  before  the  next 
election  he  might  have  died.  He  did  not,  but  was  elected  the 
next  year.  His  proposal  was  that  the  present  Fund  Com- 
mittee should,  with  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  members  of 
the  Council  and  contributors  to  the  Fund,  make  the  election, 
and  thus  spare  applicants  the  turmoil  and  strife  of  a  fight. 
In  regard  to  the  danger  of  there  being  lessened  contribu- 
tions to  the  Fund,  he  thought  that  if  after  twelve  months  a 
diminution  was  noticed  it  would  be  made  right  in  the 
!  following  year,  and  the  Fund  not  suffer  eventually.  It  was 
was  unusual  for  members  of  the  Council  to  take  part  in 
discussion  at  these  meetings,  but  he  felt  that  it  was  un- 
benevolent  of  them  to  insist  on  paralysed  old  people  of  70 
or  80  coming  out  to  fight. 

A  County  Councillor's  Counsel. 
Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  said  that  a  number  of  interesting 
topics  had  been  brought  up  by  various  speakers,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was  dead  yet.  (Hear,  hear). 
He  knew  of  a  Bill,  apparently  hopeless,  that  had  passed 
;  during  the  last  five  minutes  of  the  Session  of  Parliament,  and 
j  did  not  think  it  unlikely  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would  get 
through.  He  noticed  that  the  President  had  said  that  the 
j  Journal  account  was  improving,  the  balance  being  better, 
I  and  all  he  would  say  was  to  go  on  with  it.  They  could 
not  afford  to  do  without  it.  so  the  plan  was  to  make  the 
'  best  of  it.  He  approved  of  the  President's  remarks  in 
regard  to  branch-shops,  and  there  was  another  topic — 
I  viz.,  the  regulation  of  the  storage  of  poisons — to  which 
he  thought  attention  should  now  be  given.  They  were 
aware  that  when  the  Act  was  passed  the  Government 
of  the  day  wished  to  pat  into  it  a  clause  laying 
down  the  conditions  upon  which  poisons  should  be  kept,  but 
the  representative  of  the  Society  said  that  that  could  be 
better  dealt  with  by  a  by-law,  and  they  had  promised  that  it 
should  be  made.  On  that  condition  the  Bill  got  through, 
and  when  the  Council  brought  the  proposed  regulations 
before  the  Society,  who  alone  were  empowered  to  pass  them, 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  decided  that  it  would  be 
d  erogatory  to  them  to  be  controllel  in  this  way.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that  there  was  now  a  change  of  opinion  on  this 
subject.  They  all  were  careful  in  storing  poisons,  and  he 
thought  that  if  regulations  were  drawn  up,  members  would 
not  object  to  sanction  them.  They  had  often  been  told 
that  the  Government  depnrtment  still  remembered  that 
the  arrangement  bad  not  been  carried  out,  and  it  was 
desirable  to  get  on  better  terms  with  that  department, 
for  on  many  occasions  they  had  been  hindered  by  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fact.  Moreover,  should  a  Poisons  Bill  be  brought 
in  by  the  Government,  and  he  knew  what  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  department  and  who  had  approached  them,  it  was 
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not  unlikely  that  it  would  contain  such  regulations,  and  it 
would  be  very  unfortunate  for  pharmacists  if  unregistered 
persons  were  the  first  to  adopt  the  precaution.  Already 
they  had  to  conform  to  certain  laws  respecting  weights 
and  measures,  which  nobody  thought  derogatory,  and  even 
lawyers  and  doctors  had  rules  to  observe  which  they  did 
-not  consider  irksome.  Passing  on  to  Mr.  Martin's  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  Major  examination,  he  maintained  that 
the  decrease  of  the  number  was  not  due  to  the  proposal 
to  make  Minor  men  members  of  the  Society.  He  approved 
of  Mr.  Hampson's  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  election  of 
annuitants,  although  he  knew  that  it  had  been  tried  in  some 
sinr'lar  institutions  and  had  failed  ;  still,  it  was  successful 
.in  others,  and  was  a  thing  which  they  might  very  well  try. 

Other  Speakers. 
Mr.  Martindale,  in  allusion  to  Mr.  Martin's  remarks, 
eaid  he  would  like  to  know  on  what  authority  he  said  the 
new  B.P.  was  official  as  soon  as  gazetted.  He  (the  speaker) 
eaid  that  the  Medical  Council  were  notof  opinion  that  the  work 
came  into  force  as  soon  as  gazetted.  It  was  a  great  mistake 
•  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  without  consultation  with 
medical  men  as  to  what  course  they  intended  to  take.  They 
should  indicate  on  the  prescription  after  a  stated  time 
which  Pharmacopoeia  they  wished  used,  as  obviously  a 
medical  man  cannot  know  what  is  in  a  book  as  soon  as  it 
'is  published.  His  (Mr.  Mavtindale's)  staff  of  assistants 
could  not  get  acquainted  with  the  B.P.  differences  and 
changes  in  so  short  a  time.  He  had  sent  out  circulars  to  the 
medical  men  that  he  was  allowing  an  interval,  and  that  after 

■  a  certain  day  all  prescriptions  would  be  dispensed  according 
to  the  new  B.P.,  unless  indicated  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Hinde  said  he  should  not  use  the  new  B.P.  for  the  pre- 
sent unless  prescriptions  were  initialled  1898.  Medical  men 
•in  his  neighbourhood  had  told  him  they  did  not  want  to  be 
interfered  with,  and  one  had  said  he  did  not  think  he  should 

■  use  it  at  all.  It  was  rash  to  use  the  new  B.P.  without  distinct 
orders. 

Mr.  LomAS  said  those  connected  with  the  Society  would 
welcome  the  remarks  as  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  but  there 
were  those  who  would  not  accept  those  about  branch-shops. 
It  was  a  point  he  had  urged  for  years,  a"d  he  welcomed  the 
remarks,  which,  though  late,  were  better  late  than  never.  If 
the  positions  of  managers  in  branch-shops  were  filled  by 
unqualified  men,  where  were  their  qualified  men  to  find 
employment?  Those  men  who  passed  the  examinations  had 
a  right  to  such  positions.  The  Council,  he  thought,  should 
also  look  after  the  position  of  pharmacists  on  the  B.P.  Com- 
mittee ;  it  was  at  present  most  humiliating.  They  ought,  he 
thought,  to  show  how  they  felt  by  declining  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  it.  A  future  medical  Bill  should  look  after  it, 
and  put  them  on  equality  with  medical  men,  certainly  not 
in  their  present  position — merely  servants,  as  Mr.  Hatnpson 
well  put  it  at  a  recent  Council-meeting.  They  ought  to 
speak  up  and  say  "  It  won't  do,  you  know  ;  we  don't  get  what 
we  pay  for." 

Mr.  W.  Griffith  said  he  approved  of  the  Bill,  although  he 
was  among  the  minority  who  voted  against  the  by-laws  ; 
but  he  held  it  was  no  good  crying  over  spilt  milk,  and,  as 
he  could  only  say  what  chemists  in  rural  districts  thought, 

"fee  supposed  he  was  wrong.  The  Bill  he  hoped  would  soon 
pass,  as  he  saw  the  necessity  of  the  membership  being  in- 
creased. In  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  he  would 
like  to  make  a  remark — but  he  supposed  he  ought  to  have 

■moved  that  the  editor's  salary  be  reduced — (laughter) — that 
the  criticism  of  the  Journal  was  painful ;  he  regretted  to 
note  the  spirit  of  adverse  criticism  in  the  editor.  In  an 
annotation  published  in  October  last  on  some  remarks  by 
Mr.  Harry  Jessop  before  the  Midland  Chemists'  Association, 
the  treatment  accorded  Mr.  Jessop  was  not  just  or  fair.  The 
enly  reason  for  the  sneer  was  that  Mr.  Jessop  was  a  young 
man.  If  lie  had  been  rash,  he  was  surely  entitled  to  be 
dealt  with  fairly  and  generously ;  and  as  our  ranks  are 
recruited  by  young  meD,  he  hoped  the  editor  of  the 
-Pilar naccntical  Journal  would  kindly  remember  that  a 
sneer  might  be  smart  journalism,  but  it  was  not  just.  Mr. 
■Hampson's  remarks  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  were  worthy  of 
consideration. 

Mr.  Martin  said  he  would  like  to  answer  Mr.  Martindale's 
question  as  to  what  authority  he  had  for  saying  that  the  new 
B.P.  was  official  as  soon  as  gazetted  by  asking  him  another 


question — (laughter) — and  that  was,  on  what  authority  he 
fixed  another  date  ?  (Laughter.) 

The  President  rose  to  reply  at  five  minutes  to  2.  He 
said  a  great  many  interesting  subjects  had  been  mentioned. 
Referring  to  Mr.  Campkin's  suggestion  that  the  President  of 
the  Society  should  carry  out  the  duties  of  a  pharmaceutical 
missionary,  even  more  in  the  future  than  had  been  done  in 
the  past,  he  could  only  say  that  his  few  visits  to  provincial 
Associations  had  invariably  been  very  pleasurable,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  tbat  presidents  had  businesses  to 
attend  to,  and  they  could  not  be  always  going  out.  He 
might,  however,  assure  his  successor,  whoever  he  might  be, 
that  he  would  always  receive  a  warm  welcome  at  such 
gatherings  as  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Atkinson,  he  had  to  say  that,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
no  titles  of  any  kind  had  been  promised  to  anyone  in  connec- 
tion with  the  withdrawal  of  the  opposition  to  the  Pharmacy 
Bill.  As  to  Mr.  Atkinson's  criticism  of  the  poisons-schedule, 
he  might  say  that  in  his  opinion  cocaine  was  already  on  the 
schedule  as  a  poisonous  vegetable  alkaloid,  but  the  question 
was  whether  it  would  be  so  regarded  in  a  court  of  law.  He 
fully  agreed  that  its  general  use  in  the  form  alluded  to  was 
objectionable,  but  it  was  a  question  whether  they  could 
prove  it  to  be  a  poison.  All  the  same,  he  wished  to  say  that 
they  had  been  much  edified  by  the  tone  of  Mr.  Atkinson's 
remarks.  He  was  obliged  to  Mr.  Martin  for  tbe  fact 
that  he  had  not  dooe  anything  to  oppose  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  although  he  (the  President)  knew  his  personal  objec- 
tion to  it.  He  thought  Mr.  Robinson  had  fully  answered 
the  point  raised  by  Mr.  Martin.  It  was  because  so  few 
chemists  went  forward  for  a  Major  examination  that  they 
considered  the  Bill  desirable.  He  had  pointed  out  that 
only  about  13  per  cent,  of  the  Minor  men  proceeded  to  the 
Major  examination.  He  believed  and  hoped  that  in  time, 
with  their  higher  education,  they  would  have  more  men  who 
would  see  the  advantage  of  taking  the  higher  qualification. 
By  that  time  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  have  passed.  The 
Research  Laboratory  was  still  in  existence,  though  not  as  .1 
special  department.  He  hoped  good  work  would  be  done  in 
it  in  the  future,  as  was  being  done  now.  They  would  find  in 
the  last  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society 
the  report  of  some  excellent  woik  done  by  Professor 
Norman  Collie  and  his  colleagues.  The  difficulty  was  to 
find  workers,  and  it  would  be  a  good  service  if 
someone  with  spare  cash  could  provide  a  substantial 
scholarship,  so  that  some  of  their  Major  men  could  spend  a 
year  in  the  laboratory  after  they  bad  passed  their  examina- 
tion. He  was  almost  afraid  to  say  anything  concerning  tbe. 
Pharmacopoeia  when  such  doughty  champions  as  Messrs- 
Martin  and  Martindale  could  not  agree.  He  was  not  satisj. 
fled  with  the  position  of  pharmacists  on  the  committee,  bu 
he  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Lomas  that  they  should  have 
refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  work.  He  thought  they  did 
right,  as  citizens  and  experts,  to  give  what  assistance  they 
could.  There  might  be  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  the 
statute  altered,  but  he  hoped  that  in  any  case  their  work  on 
the  next  edition  would  be  recognised  in  some  better  way. 
On  the  other  point  raised  by  Mr.  Martin,  he  sympathised 
with  that  gentleman.  He  understood  that  the  Pharmacopoeia 
came  into  force  as  soon  as  it  could  be  bought.  That,  at  least, 
was  the  view  taken  by  his  firm,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Martin's 
reply  to  Mr.  Martindale  was  complete.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
one  day  rather  than  another  should  be  fixed  for  adopting  it. 
He  agreed  very  largely  with  Mr.  Hampson's  views  as  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund,  but,  as  a  practical  man,  he  would  not 
dare  to  adopt  his  proposals  unless  he  saw  that  they 
would  have  the  support  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Fund.  He  was  afraid  the  voting  was  one  of 
the  necessary  evils  connected  with  charity.  He  did  not  like 
fancy  bazaars,  balls,  and  other  means  of  raising  money,  but 
these  seemed  to  be  necessary.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Robinson 
that  when  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  passed  the  Society  under- 
took to  make  regulations  for  the  storage  of  poisons.  No 
doubt  a  great  majority  of  chemists  did  observe  their  recom- 
mendations, but  he  should  be  glad  if  the  Society  could  see 
its  way  to  make 'these  recommendations  into  regulations. 
He  thought  that  if  they  quietly  took  such  a  step  they  would 
stand  better  than  at  present  with  the  Government  depart- 
ment. He  then  put  the  motion  that  the  report  be  adopted, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  scrutineers  for  the  election  were  next  appointed,  and 


832 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


May  21,  1898 


asked  to  attend  at  10.30  the  next  morning.  The  Pre- 
sident called  attention  to  the  registers  on  the  table,  as 
provided  by  the  statute. 

As  auditors,  Messrs.  Butt,  Lescher,  Stacey,  Umney,  and 
Yates  had  been  nominated,  and  these  gentlemeu  were 
elected. 

A  member  expressed  his  regret  that  no  speech  had  been 
heard  that  day  from  Mr.  Percy  Wells,  and 

Mr.  Caeteighe  said,  as  no  one  else  did  so,  he  -would 
propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Council  (including  himself) 
for  their  services  during  the  past  year,  and  especially  to  the 
President  for  his  indefatigable  labours  on  behalf  of  the 
Society. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  and  carried. 

COUNCIL  ELECTION. 
The  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
took  place  in  the  Examination-hall  on  Thursday,  May  19. 
shortly  after  3. 

The  President  called  on  Mr.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the 
twenty  scrutineers  appointed  on  Wednesday,  to  read  his 
report  on  the  voting,  which  was  as  follows: — 3.756  voting- 
papers  were  issued,  and  of  these  1,993  voting-papers  were, 
and  of  which  74  were  received  too  late  and  13  were  returned 
informal,  so  that  the  Council  is  elected  from  1,909  voting- 
pa  peis. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  candidates,  and  the  votes 
recorded  : — 


1. 

W.  Hills   

1,754 

10. 

A.  L.  Savory 

...  1,536 

2. 

W.  Martindale 

1,732 

11. 

W.  Warren  ... 

...  1,520 

3. 

C.  Symes 

1,679 

12. 

.T.  Johnston... 

...  1,479 

4. 

C.  B.  Allen  

1,649 

13. 

T.  Bateson  ... 

...  1,469 

5. 

S.  R.  Atkins  

1,637 

14. 

N.  M.  Grose 

...  1,420 

6. 

G.  T.  W.  Newsholme 

1,634 

7. 

0.  Corder   

1,630 

8. 

W.  G.  Cross  

1,630 

15. 

W.  Gibbons 

...  1,001 

9.  D.  Storrar  

1,570 

16.  Campkin,  A.  S. 

S64 

The  President  then  read  out  the  list  of  councillors  for 
the  ensuing  year,  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  before. 
Mr  Campkin  and  Mr.  Gibbons  being  unsuccessful  in  obtain- 
ing places. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  scrutineers  closed  the 


The  Medical  Prest  says  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
"  Review  of  the  British  Pharrnacopceia  (1898)  ''  that  it  is  a 
clearly  drafted  anu  complete  review  of  the  alterations  in 
composition,  in  Dame,  and  in  mode  of  preparation, plus  such 
critici  ms  and  r<  marks  as  it  occurred  to  the  editor  to  make 
currente  calamo. 

The  Medical  Press  believes  that  the  precocious  decay  of 
the  hair  at  the  present  day  may  be  due  to  the  prevailing 
fashion  of  short-cropping  the  hair  in  boys  and  adults,  since 
baldness  is  comparatively  rare  in  women.  The  explanation 
probably  is  that  the  young  hairs,  being  deprived  of  the 
shelter  and  warmth  necessary  to  their  young  vitality,  suffer 
from  exposure. 


flew  Companies  ano  Company 
IRevvs. 


Henry  Leake  &  Son  (Limited).— Capital  AO  C00/.,  in  \0r. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
Herbert  A.  Leake,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  oil-seed 
crushers  and  merchants,  oil-cake  manufacturers,  oil  refiner.'-, 
artificial  manure  merchants,  &c.  The  said  vendor  is  to  act 
as  the  permanent  governing  director  with  630/.  per  annum. 
Registered  Office,  Laker  Lane,  King's  Lynn. 

Petolite  Fuel  Syndicate  (Limited).— -Capital  60.000' . 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  British  Patents  Nos.  3891 
and  3892  of  1897,  grar.rcd  to  J.  W.  Leadbeater  for  the  pro- 
duction of  '•Petolite,''  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
Charles  S  Good,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  petroleum 
fuel  manufacturers,  briquette  makers,  oil  refiners,  chemists, 
&C.  The  first  directors  are:  Sir  Wni.  Young,  Bart. 
H.  Shepherd  Cross,  M.P.,  Col.  W.  Sidebottom,  M.P.,  John  J. 
Jonas,  and  Charles  S.  Good. 

M.  B.  Hick,  Stansfield  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital, 
5,000/.  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  Matthew  B.  Hick,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in 
copperas,  chemical  products,  drugs,  dyes,  stains,  colours. 
varni?hes,  paints  and  pigments.  The  first  subscribers  (eacl> 
with  one  share)  are  :  M.  B.  Hick,  8  Bond  Street,  Wakefield, 
pharmaceutical  chemist;  Charles  Stansfield,  93  Horbury 
Road,  Wakefield,  copperas  manufacturer;  Percy  S.  Cradock, 
Westtield  House,  Wakefield,  wire-rope  maker;  Wm.  Webster, 
6  Albion  Court,  Wakefield,  agent:  F.  H.  Wigham.  The 
Towers,  Wakefield,  manager;  C.  Collins,  H.  A.  Maw,  4  Bar- 
rington  Street,  Liverpool,  chartered  accountants.  Registered 
without  articles  of  association. 

Clayton  &  Jowett  (Limited).— Capital  40,000/.,  in  It. 
shares  (15,000  Preference).  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  John  V,'.  Clayton  and  William  H.  Jowett,  and  to 
manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  soluble  and  fruit-essences, 
essential  oils,  flavours,  extracts,  chemicals  and  ingredients 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  mineral  waters.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are : — John  W.  Clayton, 
3  Concert  Street,  Liverpool,  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  Win. 
H.  Jowett,  3  Concert  Street,  Liverpool,  chemist;  Thomas 
Nea',  Holmfield,  Wavertree,  Liverpool,  gentleman  ;  James  C. 
Jephson,  7  Preston  New  Road.  Blackburn,  draper ;  Thomas- 
A.  Ward,  Exchange  Street,  Blackburn,  chemist;  Arthur 
Taylor,  43  Puke's  Brow,  Blackburn,  cashier;  Richard 
Humphreys,  4  St.  Mary's  Terrace,  Grassendale,  physician.  The 
first  directors  are:— John  W.  Clayton.  William  A.  Jowett 
(managing-directors),  and  Thomas  Neal.  Qualification, 
500/.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide.  Regis- 
tered office,  3  and  5,  Concert  Street,  Liverpool. 

B.  Owen  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000/ ,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of 
a  wholesale  and  retail  chemist,  druggist  and  general  store 
dealer,  carried  on  by  B.  Owen  Jones,  at  Boksburg,  near 
Johannesburg,  Ylakfontein  (Yan  Ryn),  Springs,  New  Comet, 
Knights  and  New  Chimes,  all  in  the  South  African  Republic, 
and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendor.  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — J.  A.  White,  North 
Lodge,  Hendon,  solicitor;  J.  C.  Bates,  Wiseman  House, 
Buxton,  writer  ;  E.  Low,  47  Fonthill  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  N  , 
secretary :  J.  C.  Berington,  38  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  solici- 
tor ;  J.  Auston,  5  Henderson  Road.  Upton  Park,  E.,  cashier  ; 
V.  E.  Pearl,  17  Pyrmont  Road,  Ilford,  E.,  clerk;  E.  Berger, 
81  Minet  Avenue,  Harlesden,  secretary.  The  first  directors- 
are : — Henry  R.  Powell,  Pen  Moss,  I!.  Owen  Jones  and  David 
Citroen.  Qualification.  100/.  Remuneration,  100/  each  per 
annum.    Registered  office,  45  Holborn  Yiaduct,  E.C. 


The  Britannia  Works  Company  (1898)  (Limited), 
proprietors  and  manufacturers  of  the  Ilford  plates  and  photo- 
graphic materials. — Capital  380.000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  The 
profits  for  1897  are  certified  at  47,362/. 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited) — The 
directors  will  recommend,  at  the  next  ordinary  general 
meeting  of  the  company  to  be  held  on  June  7  next,  a  distri- 


meeting. 


WHISPERS. 

'Tis  the  merry  May  month  and  the  rosy  spring  time, 
When  the  little  birds  sing  on  the  tree ; 

And  if  you'll  but  listen,  I'll  tjll  you  in  rhyme 
What  the  little  birds  whisper  to  me. 

They  whisper  of  battles,  they  twitter  of  Bills, 
And  they  murmur  of  things  we  shall  see : 

And  they  say  that  the  man  at  the  top  isn't  Hills, 
For  there  still  is  a  greater  than  he. 

They  hint  that  the  camp  with  disunion  is  torn, 

And  foes  are  who  friends  used  to  be ; 
Once-rubicund  faces  are  worried  and  worn, 

And  it's  not  the  bold,  bad  C.  &  D. 

They  say  that  the  Wise  One,  who  erstwhile  was  Lord, 
And  whose  word  was  as  law  to  the  Three, 

Has  forsaken  for  ever  festivity's  board, 
And  they  whisper  "  Usurper  "  with  glee. 

O,  blank  in  our  sight  looms  the  now  vacant  chair; 

To  this  riddle,  O  give  us  the  key  ! 
Grim  silence  remains,  and  a  chill  fills  the  air 

As  the  little  bird  whispers,  ''Not  me,  not  me; 

I  could,  but  I  mustn't,  you  see." 
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bution  of  a  final  dividend  for  the  year  1897  of  15  per  cent., 
free  of  income-tax,  making,  with  the  interim  dividend  of  5 
per  cent,  paid  on  February  15  last,  20  per  cent  for  the  year, 
being  the  same  dividend  as  paid  last  year. 

Meistee,  Lucius  &  Bruning. — The  annual  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  of  this  company  was  held  at  Hochst-on- 
Maine  on  May  7,  Dr.  Eugen  Lucius  in  the  chair.  The  report 
of  the  directors  showed  the  gross  profits  for  1897  to  be 
6,959,602m.  and  the  net  6,140,406m.,  in  each  case  about 
three-quarter  milllion  marks  less  than  in  1896.  The  dividend 
<26  per  cent.)  is  2  per  cent,  less  than  in  1896.  The  directors 
recommended  the  carrying  of  200,000m.  to  the  special 
reserve  fund,  which  the  shareholders  agreed  to,  and  they 
also  voted  30,000m.  to  the  workers'  benevolent  fund, 
■879,223m.  for  directoral  management,  and  150,000m.  for 
research  work. 

Quinine  Bittees  Manufacturing  Company/  (Limi- 
ted).— Much  dissatisfaction  appears  to  exist  among  some  of 
the  shareholders  of  this  company  (whose  head  office  is  at 
Llanelly").  The  company  has  paid  a  5-per-cent.  dividend  out 
•of  a  profit  for  the  year  of  590/.  This  dividend  is  only  main- 
tained because  a  sum  of  659/.  was  brought  forward  from  last 
year.  The  dividend  required  nearly  900/.  The  year  before 
the  profit  was  1,003/.  But  we  are  informed  that  shares  ( 15s. 
paid)  have  been  sold  this  week  at  3s.  and  4s.  The  report 
gives  no  explanation  of  the  decline  in  profit,  and  share- 
holders should  ask  for  information  from  the  directors. 

Castner-Kellner  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The 
report  for  the  period  ended  March  31  shows  a  profit  of 
'9,161/.,  which  has  been  earned  from  the  working  of  the  first 
installation  of  1,000-horse  power.  Though  this  installation 
was  partly  started  in  March,  1897,  the  full  output  was  not 
obtained  until  the  following  September,  and  the  profit  re- 
ferred to  has  practically  been  derived  from  the  working  of 
this  one  installation  for  seven  months  only.  The  amount 
■carried  forward  is  8,678/.,  and  the  directors  reasonably  ex- 
pect that  this  amount,  together  with  the  profits  for  the  six 
months  ending  September  30  next  from  the  working  of  the 
two  installations,  will  be  sufficient  to  warrant  an  interim 
-dividend  being  declared  in  October. 

Beunnee,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual  report  of 
this  company  states  that  the  profit  during  the  past  twelve 
months  amounted  to  288,422/.,  which,  with  the  amount  of 
■83,832/.  brought  forward,  makes  a  total  of  372,254/.  Out  of 
this  it  is  proposed  to  pay  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  share 
capital  of  15  per  cent.,  making,  with  the  10  per  cent,  interim 
■dividend  paid  in  December  last,  25  per  cent,  for  the  year. 
This  disposes  of  240,829/.  of  the  profit,  while  another 
■48,212/.  is  required  to  pay  the  twelve  months'  dividend  on 
the  7  per  cent,  preference  capital.  After  writing  off  1.000/. 
from  patents  account  it  is  proposed  to  carry  forward  the 
balance  of  82,212/.  to  next  year's  account.  The  reserve  fund 
remains  unaltered  at  586,000/  ,  in  addition  to  which  the 
■company  has  a  surplus  amount  of  86,418/.  The  directors 
who  retire  by  rotation  are  Mr.  Crosfield,  Mr.  Forgan,  Mr. 
Holland,  Mr.  Alfred  Mond,  and  Mr.  Schellhaas,'all  of  whom 
a,re  eligible  and  are  recommended  for  re-election.  The 
-auditors  retire,  and  are  also  eligible  for  re-election. 


Westminster  ICUsfcom. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Mr.  Compton  Rickett  (Scarborough),  and  Mr.  Jeffreys 
■(Basingstoke),  have  both  given  notice  to  ask  Mr.  Chaplin 
for  news  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  adulteration  of  food 
and  drugs,  as  promised  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  on  Friday  of 
this  week. 

No  Eaely  Closing  Act  this  Yeae. 
The  Shops  Early  Closing  Bill  and  the  Shops  Bill  figure 
with  consistent  regularity  in  the  House  of  Commons'  order- 
paper  once  a  week,  or  oftener,  but  there  is  little  or  no  hope 
of  their  reaching  even  a  discussion.  Probably  their  chief 
opponents,  recognising  this,  have  thought  it  hardly  worth 
while  cumbering  the  paper  with  notices.  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 
(Walsall),  however,  has  suddenly  realised  the  danger 
■of  leaving  these  revolutionary  measures  unopposed,  and 
has  consequently  placed  a  blocking-notice  against  each  of 
them. 


flDarrtaoes. 

Ceoydon — Tompkin. — On  May  16,  at  Christ  Church,  Tean, 
by  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Mayne.  Edward  Henry  Croydon,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
the  late  George  Tompkin,  of  Snapc  Hall  Farm,  Whitmore. 

Hill— Fletchee.— On  May  12,  at  St.  Mary  Abbotts, 
Kensington,  Charles  Alexander,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  A.  B. 
Hill  (of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  and  Hicks,  South- 
wark  Street,  E.C.),  to  Ruth,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  Fletcher, 
of  "  The  Hollies,"  Bolton,  and  10  London  Road,  N.W. 

Stedman — Tunbeidge. — On  May  16,  at  New  Brompton 
Tabernacle,  Mr.  A.  T.  Stedman,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Croydon,  to  Lizzie,  second  daughter  of  the  late  Inspector 
Tunbridge. 


Deaths. 

Bulley. — On  May  12,  at  6  Park  Villas.  Polsloe  Road, 
Exeter,  Mr.  William  Henry  Bulley.  Aged  59.  Mr.  Bulley 
carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  in  Exeter  for  many  years 
first  at  St.  Stephen's,  Bow,  and  afterwards  in  Southernhay, 
but  he  retired  some  twelve  months  or  so  ago.  He  had  been 
for  over  twenty  years  dispenser  to  the  Exeter  Corporation  of 
the  Poor. 

Davies. — At  St.  George's  Hospital,  Bombay,  on  April  16, 
Mr.  Richard  Davies,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  manager  of  the 
Fort  House  Pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited). 
Mr.  Davies  had  been  ailing  for  ten  days,  but  it  was  only  on  the 
14th  that  the  doctor  thought  it,  advisable  that  he  should  have 
hospital  care,  and  there  he  made  good  progress  until  the  morning 
of  the  day  of  his  death,  when  serious  symptoms  suddenly  ap- 
peared, and  he  rapidly  sank.  Mr.  Davies  was  over  40  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  native  of  Shrewsbury,  and  before  he  went 
to  Bombay,  sixteen  years  ago,  was  with  Messrs.  Bradley  & 
Bourdas,  Belgrave  Square.  He  was  about  to  enter  on  a 
further  agreement  with  Messrs.  Treacher,  whom  he  had 
served  admirably.  He  was  highly  respected  by  the  English 
residents.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  three  children.  Mrs. 
Davies  is  a  sister  of  Mr.  John  Marshall,  the  late  general 
manager  of  Marshalls  (Limited),  and  has  been  at  home  for 
about  a  year  seeing  to  the  education  of  the  children. 

Ellis. — On  May  12,  at  Blakeney,  Forest  of  Dean,  Mr. 
Walter  Ellis,  chemist  and  druggist  (late  of  Thornbury, 
Gloucestershire).    Aged  55. 

King. — At  his  residence,  Cheshire  Street,  Market  Drayton, 
Mr.  William  George  King,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  74. 

Moeley. — At  Beverley,  Yorks,  on  May  15,  Mr.  Joseph 
Morley,  chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Morley  com 
menced  business  in  Beverley  in  1845,  and  was  the  oldes 
tradesman  in  the  town. 

Preston. — On  May  5,  at  118  Leytonstone  Road,  West 
Ham,  Mr.  Thomas  Preston,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  43. 

Ranson. — On  May  15,  at  Market  Rasen,  Mr.  William 
Ranson,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  57. 

Stoddaet. — On  May  2,  Mr.  T.  G.  Stoddart,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Edinburgh.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  the 
owner  of  Kemp  &  Co.'s  business,  off  South  Bridge,  which  for 
many  years  was  the  leading  chemical  and  philosophical 
instrument  concern  in  Edinburgh. 

Watt. — Mr.  James  Watt,  junior,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Haddington,  died  somewhat  suddenly  of  pneumonia  on 
May  9.  Mr.  Watt,  since  passing  the  Major  examination,  had 
been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
well-known  Haddington  Pharmacy.  The  pneumonia  was  the 
result  of  a  chill  he  received  on  Thursday,  April  28,  while 
golfing  at  Gullane,  the  afternoon  being  very  wet.  Mr.  Watt 
was  in  partnership  with  his  father,  ex-Provost  Watt,  and  had 
the  sole  charge  of  the  old-established  bu-iness.  After 
qualifying  as  chemist,  Mr.  Watt  went  to  America  for  a  time 
and  returned  to  enter  into  partnership  with  his  father.  He 
was  married  about  five  years  ago  to  Miss  Scroggie,  and  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  two  young  children.  The  funeral 
took  place  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  and  was  attended  by 
a  large  and  representative  company — the  shops  in  the  High 
Street  being  closed  as  a  mark  of  sympathy  and  respect. 
Wharrie. — On  May  1,  Mr.  Decimus  Wharn'e,  pharmaceu- 
I  lical  chemist,  Berry  Street,  Liverpool.    Aged  69. 
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in  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,     1/-,     and  2/6. 

"  SANITAS" 

AND  OTHER 

DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Steeet,  NEW  YORK. 


<3r.  &m  MUMFOBD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD.    LONDON,  E.C. 

Da.  1  Flneet  Pnie 
£RUSHED  LINSEED 

I  6/ owl 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

19  /  rwt 

Ho.  9  Pare 
CRUSHED  UNSEED 

14/.SV 

1    No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
[PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ & 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

"15/  owV 

No.  1  Pure 

.PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

21  /&. 

Ifl.'  l  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/A 

"WHITE  EARTH" 
!  Specially  prepared  lor 
Toilet  purposes. 

18/ ewV 

Mo.  t  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

12/  ct, 

Finest  Pure 
1  TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

/3  '-■ 

LIOUORICE 

10 

Bent  Pure 
I  ARROWROOT 

O  lb.,  Is 
'  II  tins. 

I&CA&&IA.QB  PAID  to  Elallwaj  Stations  within  100  miles  of  London  (or] 
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umtdi 
si  above 


sCtowaaoe  made  lot  distances  berond)  on  a  total  weight  of  113  lbs.  audi 
smaller  B&reals  delivered  tree  oa  rail  London  I 


of  aboTO  arttelM. 
i  fcbOTS  Brtoea. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

SODA-WATER, 

Lemonade,  Ginger  Ale, 

BREWED  GINGER-BEER, 

&c,  &c. 


Hanufaetory-ARDWICK    GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 

FOB 

Infant®  &  Invalid®. 

Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDYS 
DIARIES " ;  they  will  please  your  Customers. 


34   FARRINGDON   ROAD,  E.C. 


CHEMISTS  who  have  their  own  and 


Customers'  interests  at  heart  should 
not  omit  to  read  the  Advertisement  on 
page  39  (bottom  folio)  of  this  week's 
"Chemist  and  Druggist." 


The  principle  of 

f  letcbers'  Concentrated  JClquors 

Is  now  recognised  In  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPEIA,  1898. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  POLITICS. 

TnE  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  lias  reason  to 
congratulate  himself  and  his  colleagues  of  the  Council  on 
the  success  of  his  annual  demonstration.  The  dinner  of  the 
"  Society  and  its  friends  "on  Tuesday  was  an  exceptionally 
interesting  event,  especially  as  regards  the  friends.  These 
included  leaders  in  the  scientific  and  medical  worlds,  and 
several  gentlemen  who,  if  not  leaders,  are  respectable  repre- 
sentatives of  both  sides  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is 
gratifying  to  have  such  eminent  friends,  and  they  may  at 
some  time  be  useful ;  but  their  stirriDg  speeches  were  de- 
delivered  to  an  audience  which  included  only  a  sprinkling  of 
pharmacists  actually  practising  as  such,  those  outside  the 
official  ring  not  numbering  much  more  than  one  per  cent,  of 
the  Society  which  itself,  as  we  have  been  so  often  told,  only 
represents  about  a  third  of  the  trade.  The  eminences  were,, 
as  usual,  very  complimentary  to  the  Society  and  the  trade 
generally.  The  member  for  the  Strand  spoke  unhopefully  of 
the  chances  this  session  of  the  Bill  he  had  undertaken  to- 
pilot,  but  advised  the  Society  next  year,  if  they  did  not 
succeed  this,  to  get  as  many  members  as  possible  to  ballot 
for  places  so  that  the  Pharmacy  Bill  might  secure  a  good 
place  through  one  of  the  more  successful  ones.  Dr.  Far- 
quharson  gave  perhaps  more  subtle  tdvice  when  he- 
suggested  that  the  Society  should  give  a  banquet  to  Mn 
Cross,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Yoxall,  and  other  adversaries- 
of  the  Bill  some  night  when  it  was  down  for  Committee. 
Sir  Walter  Foster  and  Mr.  Bryant  spoke  of  pharmacy  from 
the  medical  point  of  view,  and  Dr.  Dewar,  fresh  from  his 
wrestle  with  hydrogen,  dealt  with  the  scientific  side  of  our 
occupation.  The  President  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society 
urged  the  British  Society  to  climb  up  to  the  standard  set 
them  by  their  younger  sister,  and  Sir  James  Crichton  Browne 
took  vengeance  in  a  glowing  speech  on  an  official  journalist, 
who,  he  said,  had  some  years  ago  pronounced  a  batch  of 
orations,  including  one  by  Sir  Crichton  himself,  as  "common- 
place." The  evening  was  an  interesting  one ;  but  if  Pro- 
fessor Dewar  had  been  stimulated  by  the  remark  of  M. 
Moissan  in  Paris  the  night  before,  when  describing  to  the- 
Academy  his  recent  exploit — that  it  now  remained  for 
chemists  to  discover  a  new  gas — he  might  perhaps  have 
added  that  laurel  to  his  others  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  business  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  notable  for  a 
small  attendance,  excellent  order,  and  perfect  docility.  A. 
few  pious  opinions  were  expressed,  but  no  one  dreamed  of 
challenging  the  wisdom  of  the  Council,  and  even  the 
licensed  libertines  of  debate  seemed  hushed.  Mr.  Cross's- 
views  on  pharmacy-law  furnished  a  text  for  some  severe 
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criticism  from  the  President  and  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  it  was 
clearly  shown  that  his  acquaintance  with  the  Act  of  1868 
was  imperfect.  But  as  only  a  few  hours  before  the 
President  had  confidentially  informed  his  audience  that 
the  orthodox  member  for  the  Strand  had  probably  no 
acquaintance  whatever  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or 
its  works  six  months  ago,  his  comments  on  Mr.  Cross's 
ignorance  were  so  far  discounted.  What  is  sauce  for  the 
goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander,  and  if  one  honourable 
member  with  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  subject  may 
try  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  change  the  law  as  it  affects 
pharmacy,  another  whose  knowledge  is  imperfect  is  at 
least  equally  justified  in  resisting  the  change.  The 
member  for  Camlachie  has  at  all  events  learnt  in  suffering 
what  he  is  now  trying  to  teach  by  his  amendments.  Mr. 
Martin,  of  Newcastle,  had  the  courage  to  declare  his  con- 
viction that  the  Bill  tended  towards  the  deterioration  of 
pharmacy,  but  even  his  devotion  to  his  principles  was  over- 
weighted by  his  loyalty  to  the  majority.  Mr.  Robinson  is 
not  by  any  means  hopeless  about  the  Bill ;  but  he  knows 
what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Government  about  their  threatened 
Poisons  Bill,  which  is  probably  more  than  his  Grace  the  Lord 
President  knows,  and  he  warns  us  to  set  our  house  in  order, 
and  adopt  regulations  for  the  storage  of  poisons,  for  he  truly 
observes  that  it  would  be  a  serious  matter  for  chemists  if 
such  were  imposed  upon  unqualified,  but  Government, 
licensed  vendors  of  them.  The  President  adopts  the  same 
view,  but  is  confident  that  the  Government  will  not  be  bold 
enough  to  introduce  any  new  principle  into  poisons  legisla- 
tion, forgetful  apparently  that  they  did  try  to  revolutionise 
the  law  in  1886,  and  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  that  time  approved  of  their  proposal  to  add  a 
third  part  to  the  schedule,  comprising  "  rather  poisonous" 
substances,  such  as  the  gentle  carbolic  acid,  for  instance. 

Mr.  Robinson's  scheme  for  the  adoption  of  storage- 
regulation  for  poisons  has  not  unfrequently  been  advocated 
in  this  journal,  and  so  has  Mr.  Hampson's  desire  for  the 
abolition  of  direct  voting  for  the  annuitants  on  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund ;  but  any  views  expressed  in  these  pages  in 
opposition  to  those  of  the  majority  for  the  time  being  are 
assumed  to  be  the  outcome  of  factious  opposition.  If 
expressed  at  Bloomsbury  they  are  the  result  of  a  stern  sense 
of  duty. 

There  was  an  interesting  little  discussion  on  the  authority 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  raised  by  Mr.  Martin,  who  maintained 
that  dispensing-chemists  were  bound  by  the  new  edition  as 
soon  as  it  was  gazetted ;  and  he  sharply  criticised  the 
announcement  of  one  prominent  member  of  the  Council 
that  he  should  begin  to  recognise  it  on  Mid- 
summer Day,  and  of  the  Council  that  between  now 
and  next  January  they  would  grant  the  hall-mark  of  their 
qualification  to  any  candidate  who  might  be  ignorant  even 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  work  as  the  1898  Pharmacopceia. 
He  commented  on  the  omission  of  all  reference  to  the 
new  Pharmacopceia  in  the  Council's  report,  and  also  asked 
for  an  authoritative  indication  of  practice  in  respect  to 
the  new  edition,  and  succeeded  in  showing  that  no  agree- 
ment was  possible.  The  President  took  Mr.  Mai  tin's  view, 
Mr.  Hampson  solemnly  rebuked  him,  and  Mr.  Martindale, 
defending  his  Midsummer  Day  departure,  asked  him  on 
what  authority  he  assumed  that  the  Pharmacopceia  was 
authoritative  as  soon  as  it  was  gazetted  ;  to  which  Mr. 
Martin  retorted  by  asking  by  what  authority  he  assumed 
that  it  became  authoritative  on  any  other  day. 

A  somewhat  important  announcement  in  reference  to  the 
Society's  accounts  was  made  by  the  President.  In  future  a 
proper  balance-sheet  is  to  be  published  yearly  instead  of  the 
present  sometimes  misleading  "  financial  statement." 


Without  anything  particular  to  be  thankful  for,  the 
meeting  showed  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — or,  at 
least,  that  infinitesimal  section  of  it  which  comes  to  its 
meetings — is  satisfied  with  itself,  with  its  Council,  and  with 
its  achievements. 


JAVA    QUININE  ARRANGEMENTS. 

We  referred  a  fortnight  since  to  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  cinchona-planters  of  Java  with  the  Bandoeng  Quinine- 
works  for  the  production  of  quinine  from  bark,  and  we  are 
now  enabled  to  add  special  information  in  respect  to  the 
agreement  between  the  works  and  the  planters.  This  agree- 
ment is  made  for  periods  of  twelve  months,  terminable  each 
.  year  on  or  before  September  30.  The  quantities  of  bark 
agreed  upon  are  delivered  in  monthly  instalments  of  one- 
twelfth  of  the  total  quantity,  but  the  works  have  the  option 
to  refuse  further  deliveries  if  the  stock  exceeds  one-fourth 
of  the  annual  quantity,  or  a  three-months'  supply.  The, 
planters  undertake  not  to  offer  bark  to  any  other  works 
without  the  express  sanction  of  the  Bandoeng  Works,  but 
the  latter  agree  to  accept  larger  quantities  than  contracted 
for  if  the  output  of  the  works  permits  it.  The  terms  are- 
uniform  for  all  private  planters,  but  the  works  have  a  free 
hand  in  making  contracts  with  the  Netherlands  Indian. 
Government,  and  undertake  to  deliver  for  sale,  three  months 
after  receipt  of  the  bark,  a  quantity  of  not  less  than  80  per 
cent,  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  the  bark,  but  they  need, 
not  produce  and  deliver  more  than  monthly  instalments 
equal  to  one-twelfth  of  the  total  annual  quantity. 

The  bark  supplied  by  the  planters  must  be  well  dried  and 
crushed,  and  packed  in  bales  of  from  132  lbs.  to  154  lbs. 
If  the  bark  is  not  properly  dried  or  packed  the  works  can. 
either  refuse  to  accept  it  or  have  it  packed  and  dried  at  the 
expense  of  the  planter.  Any  bark  containing  less  than 
3  per  cent,  may  be  refused  by  the  works.  Within  eight  days 
from  receipt  of  the  bark  samples  from  each  bag  are  taken  by 
the  works  in  the  presence  of  the  planter  or  his 
representative.  These  samples  are  mixed  and  powdered, 
arid  divided  into  three  parts,  one  of  which  is  handed  to  the, 
planter,  one  sealed  up  for  future  reference,  and  the  third 
analysed  by  the  works  within  four  weeks,  and  the  results 
communicated  to  the  planter.  If  the  planter  has  his  sample 
also  analysed,  he  is  bound  to  let  the  works  know  the 
result,  and  if  the  difference  should  be  greater  than  f5  per 
cent,  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  the  third  sample  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  an  arbitrator  for  final  analysis  and  decision ;  bufi 
the  works'  analysis  is  to  be  final  if  the  planter  does  not 
object  within  thirty  days.  The  works  are  responsible  for 
the  bark  immediately  after  delivery ;  they  agree  to  cover 
the  fire-insurance  at  their  expense,  and  undertake  to  use  the 
bark  only  for  their  own  manufacture.  The  sulphate  of 
quinine  produced  by  the  works  must  be  of  the  quality  pre- 
scribed by  the  Pharmacopcea  Neerlandica  (third  edition),  or 
of  that  required  for  good  quinine  in  the  country  to  which  it 
is  exported. 

The  manufactured  product  is  sold  either  by  the  works,  or 
through  Messrs.  McNeill  &  Co.,  of  Samarang,  or  other  firm 
mutually  agreed  upon.  The  commission  for  the  sale  is 
2§  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds,  and  all  expenses  of  shipping, 
insurance,  &c,  from  the  moment  the  product  is  shipped  from 
the  works  are  also  charged.  The  cost  of  packing  the 
quinine  in  tins  of  1  kilo.  (2  2  lbs.)  or  larger  is  for  the  works* 
account ;  but  extra  expenses  for  smaller  packages,  or  for 
making  up  the  quinine  into  pills,  or  for  the  manufacture  of 
muriate  of  quinine,  &c,  are  to  be  paid  by  the  planters.  The 
works'  manufacturing  charges  are  7fl.  per  kilo,  of  sulphate 
of  quinine  when  95  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  shown  by  the 
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analysis  is  produced ;  if  only  80  per  cent,  is  produced,  the 
charge  is  5(1.  per  kilo. 

The  works  undertake  to  deliver,  within  three  to  four 
months  from  receipt  of  the  bark,  80  per  cent,  of  the  quantity 
contained,  according  to  the  analysis,  and  to  charge  a  pre- 
liminary cost  of  manufacture  at  the  rate  of  5fl.  per  kilo. 
They  then  pay  to  the  planter  an  advance  equal  to  8(1.  per 
kilo,  of  quinine,  so  long  as  they  (the  works)  receive  from 
McNeill  &  Co.  133.  per  kilo,  as  advance,  and  these  rates  are 
increased  or  reduced  in  the  same  ratio.  As  soon  as  McNeill 
&,  Co.  settle  the  balance  of  the  sales  account  the  planters 
are  paid  the  approximate  average  price  of  quinine,  less  any 
advances  already  received. 

When,  at  the  final  settlement  on  December  31,  any  un- 
manufactured bark  remains  in  stock  at  the  works,  this,  as 
well  as  the  bark  already  manufactured  and  the  quinine  in 
process  of  manufacture,  are  reduced  to  "  bark-units  "  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement.  The  quantity  of  quinine  delivered, 
or  ready  for  delivery,  is  then  ascertained,  and,  if  less  than 
95  per  cent.,  the  works  are  paid  a  manufacturing  charge  at 
the  rate  of  53.  per  kilo,  of  quinine.  It  is  then  calculated 
how  much  the  planters  would  have  received  if  the  complete 
95  per  cent,  had  been  delivered  at  the  average  price,  and 
711.  per  kilo,  manufacturing  expenses  had  been  charged. 
The  difference  between  5(1.  and  7(1.  goes  in  the  first  place  to 
the  planters  to  make  good  any  loss  for  the  smaller  quantity 
produced,  and  the  balance,  if  any,  is  credited  to  the  works. 
The  settlement  with  the  planters  is  made  in  such  manner 
that  the  bark  supplied  first,  ranks  first  for  payment,  or  is 
considered  to  have  been  manufactured  first.  The  proceeds 
of  all  the  quinine  sold  during  the  year,  less  expenses  after 
shipment  from  the  works,  are  added  up  and  divided  by  the 
number  of  kilos,  sold,  and  this  serves  as  a  basis  for  the 
"average  price  "payable  to  the  planters.  Interest  on  current 
account  is  charged  at  the  rate  of  7|  per  cent,  per  annum, 
but  is  reduced  to  6  per  cent,  per  annum  when  the  balance  is 
in  favour  of  the  planter. 

Example  of  Settlement. 

Supposing  the  quantity  of  bark  manufactured  =  300,000  units, 
expected  to  produce— 

At  95  per  cent....       ...       ...       ...    23,750  kilos,  quinine 

Actual  production 

Found  to  be    22,000  „ 

Or    1,750     „  less 

Average  price,  say,  25(1.  per  kilo.,  inclusive  of  manufacturing 
■charges  at  711.,  and  commission  at  2ft\,  leaves  16fl.  for  the 
planters. 


Nominal  production — 


23,750  kilos,  at  16fl.  =s 

  330,000fl. 

Actual  production — 

22,000  kilos,  at  16fl.  = 

  352,000fl. 

Loss  to  planters  ... 

  28,C00fl. 

The  manufacturing  charge  of — 

22,000  kilos,  at  7rl.  = 

  154,0000. 

Paid  5fl.  =   

  110,000fl. 

Leaving  a  reserve  of  ... 

  44,OC0fl. 

Less  loss,  as  above 

  23,00011. 

Rest,  for  works  ... 

  16,00011. 

The  planters  thus  receive  their 

full  95  per  cent 

works  llO.OOOfl.  +  16,000(1.  =  126  000H.  for  manufacturing 
charges,  equal  to  5  725(1.  per  kilo.  But  if  23  000  kilos,  had 
been  delivered,  the  works  would  receive  34,0000..  (23.0C0 
kilos,  at  2d.— less  750  kilos,  at  16(1.),  and  their  total  receipts 
for  the  manufacture  would  be  115.00011.  (23.000  kilos,  at  59.) 
+  31.000(1.  =  149,00011,  or  at  the  rate  of  6475(1.  per  kilo. 

Still  another  scheme  is  proposed  for  the  betterment  of  the 
condition  of  the  Java  cinchona-planter.    As  already  indi- 


cated, the  promoters  of  the  Bandoeng  Quinine-works  have 
not  come  to  an  understanding  with  European  quinine- 
manufacturers,  although  we  have  reason  to  believe  they  are 
not  averse  to  an  arrangement  if  their  own  interests  are  con- 
served. The  new  proposal  suggests  the  establishment  of 
another  quinine-factory  in  Java,  and  an  understanding  witli 
European  manufacturers  is  an  integral  part  of  the  scheme, 
the  terms  of  which  are  set  forth  in  a  letter,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  abstract : — 

Mr.  Van  Prehn  will  prepare  a  draft  which  might  be  the  basis 
for  an  agreement  between  the  European  quinine-works  and  the 
Java  cinchona-planters,  on  the  following  lines: 

Three-fourths  of  the  total  production  of  Java  baric  to  be  shipped 
in  the  usual  manner  to  Europe,  and  to  be  manufactured  there  for 
the  consumption  in  Europe,  America,  and  Africa ;  the  remaining 
fourth  to  be  manufactured  by  the  Java  works  for  the  Asian  and 
Australasian  consumption.  The  European  manufacturers  to 
assist  in  the  improvement  of  existing,  or  establishment  of  new, 
works  in  Java,  in  the  most  approved  manner,  and  a  competent 
staff  to  be  provided.  Competition  in  the  respective  spheres  for 
the  sale  of  quinine  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  works  to  guarantee  a  unit-price  equal  to  ■sfcj  of  the  market- 
price  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  with  a  minimum  of  7c.  ;  thus,  if 
the  market-price  of  sulphate  of  quinine  is  21H.,  the  planter 
receives  7c.  per  unit,  which  israised  to  8c.  if  the  market-quotation 
increases  to  24fl.,  and  to  10c.  with  a  market-price  of  3011.,  &c. 

The  Java  works  to  pay  lc.  less  per  unit  than  the  European 
works. 

The  duration  of  the  contract  to  be  agreed  upon  mutually. 

The  principal  interest  of  this  proposal  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  Java  planters,  or  a  section  of  them,  are  now  solicitous  of 
the  good  will  of  their  customers  in  Europe  ;  but  why  they 
should  think  it  necessary  to  propose  to  them  the  establish- 
ment of  another  competing  factory  is  somewhat  dillicult  to 
understand. 

MR.   GLADSTONE   AND  PHARMACY. 

While  every  newspaper  in  the  Engli>h  language  is  filled 
with  reminiscences  of  the  deceased  statesman  whose  body 
now  lies  at  Hawarden,  pharmacists  can  hardly  help  recalling 
the  one  occasion  when  Mr.  Gladstone  and  an  official  pharma- 
ceutical body  came  into  contact.  It  was  on  July  30,  1896, 
when  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  had  met  at 
Liverpool,  and  were  out  for  their  day's  excursion  to  Chester, 
Eaton  Hall,  and  Hawarden.  At  Mr.  Gladstone's  home  they 
were  received  for  a  short  time  by  the  famous  old  man,  and 
Mr.  Edward  Evans,  of  Liverpool,  introduced  the  party  to 
him.  Mr.  Martindale,  the  President  of  the  Conference, 
made  a  few  happy  remarks,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  gave  a 
pleasant  reply,  incidentally  giving  evidence  of  his  marvellous 
memory.  He  had  observed,  he  said,  the  very  great  eleva- 
tion in  the  education  of  those  who  carried  on  the  chemist's 
business  within  his  recollection.  Then  he  went  on  to  relate 
how,  when  he  was  a  member  for  Newark  some  t ixty  years 
ago,  there  had  been  a  great  agitation  among  chemists  in 
respect  to  some  Bill  which  had  been  introduced.  "  He  re- 
membered the  steady  fire  of  opposition  which  was  directed 
against  that  measure,  and  he  believed  he  was  correct  in 
saying  that  the  chemists  were  successful  in  their  resistance.' 
Everyone  who  was  present  at  that  interview  will  treasure  the 
remembrance  of  it  as  a  peculiarly  pleasant  reminiscence. 

LAWYERS'  LETTERS. 

Four  lawyers'  letters  reached  us  on  Wednesday — a  rather 
lavish  allowance,  even  for  a  militant  journalist.  Three  of  these 
we  print  in  our  correspondence  section,  and  the  only  remark 
we  need  make  upon  them  is  that  business  must  be  satis- 
factory with  firms  who  use  such  costly  scribes  as  solicitors 
for  such  simple  communications.  The  fourth  of  the  series 
we  do  not  print,  but  it  will,  perhaps,  be  interesting  to  the 
numerous  correspondents  who  have  written  to  us  about  the 
South  of  England  Printing  and  Publishing  Company  to 
know  that  this  letter  is  inspired  by  them.  The  proprietors 
of  that  business  ask  for  reparation  from  us  for  the  comments 
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we  have  made  on  their  methods  of  business  in  our  last  two 
numbers.  They  do  not  tell  us  in  what  way  we  have  mis- 
represented them,  but  they  threaten  us  with  legal  prcg 
ceedings  failing  the  reparation.  As  we  have  only  published 
our  statements  in  the  interests  of  chemists,  who  seem  to  have 
good  reason  for  complaint,  we  have  furnished  the  names  of 
oar  solicitors,  and  await  developments.  In  this  connection, 
we  wish  to  state  that  in  our  last  week's  article,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  first  column  of  page  798,  we  made  an  error  by 
inadvertence  in  making  it  appear  that  the  company  got 
judgment  in  one  of  the  County  Court  cases  we  referred  to. 
The  sentence  should  have  read  :  "  Judgment  was  given  for 
the  defendants,"  not  for  the  plaintiffs,  as  appeared. 

A  PHARMACIST'S  PHARMACY. 

When  Merck's  pharmacy  was  opened  in  New  York  we  gave 
an  illustrated  description  of  it  under  the  above  title ;  and 
recently  we  reported  some  strong  opposition  to  it  on  the  part 
of  druggists  in  New  York,  who  consider  that  it  is  competing 
with  them  These  adverse  feelings  have  moved  the  con- 
ductors of  the  pharmacy  to  a  response,  which  we  find  in  the 
April  number  of  Merck's  Report.  The  response  begins  with 
several  pages  of  letters  from  doctors,  chemists.,  boards  of 
pharmacy,  professors,  &c,  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
wishing  the  pharmacy  success,  and  specify iDg  services  that 
it  has  done.  Many  of  the  writers  are  well-known  men.  A 
general  description  of  the  pharmacy  follows,  with  several 
full  page  engravings  of  the  magnificent  pharmacy.  It  is 
proposed  in  subsequent  articles  to  further  justify  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  pharmacy,  and  to  show  from  the  work  done 
that  it  is  of  service  to  medicine  and  pharmacy,  and  that  it- 
does  not  compete  with  the  retail-trade. 

MEASLES. 

The  period  of  incubation  of  measles  is  frequently  a  matter 
of  dispute  amongst  medical  men.  The  observations  of  Dr. 
Carstairs  Douglas,  of  Glasgow  (B.M.J.,  page  1,197),  of  the 
case  of  a  baby  which  he  confesses  to  have  infected  are 
interesting.  He  brought  the  baby  into  the  world  on  January 
29,  and  on  February  7,  the  tenth  day  from  birth,  it  began 
to  be  indisposed  and  to  sneeze,  and  three  days  later  the 
eruption  of  measles  was  well  marked.  These  facts  confirm 
Henoch's  observations  that  incubation  lasts  ten  days,  and 
three  to  foar  days  later  the  eruption  becomes  marked. 

OUR  FUTURE  PHARMACISTS. 

A  gentleman  who  recently  advertised  for  a  position  as  a 
chemist's  assistant  on  being  written  to  replied  as  follows  : — 

Dear  Sir, — Being  in  correspondence  with  other  gentlemen  I  am 
corresponding  still  with  them  still  from  the  7th  but  failing  these 
but  if  I  should  fail  with  any  of  them  I  would  let  you  know. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  this  was  addressed  wanted  an 
assistant  who  could  write  a  label  neatly  and  accurately. 
"What  opinion  could  he  form  from  this  specimen  ? 

AMYLOLYTIC  FERMENTS. 

Mr.  Wyatt  Wingrave,  M.R.C.S.,  of  the  Central  London 
Throat  and  Ear  Hospital,  communicates  a  note  to  the  Lancet 
on  the  activity  of  certain  starch  digestives.  He  used 
Kepler's  malt  extract,  Wilcox's  desiccated  malt,  extract,  and 
taka  diastase,  and  submitted  them  to  chemical  and  clinical 
tests,  the  results  of  which  are  interesting ;  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  taka  diastase  is  the  most  powerful  and  can  be 
administered  in  relatively  large  quantities  without  causing 
the  gastric  disturbance  which  the  sugars  in  malt  extract  are 
apt  to  induce  when  given  in  excessive  doses.  He  observed 
that  butyric,  acetic  and  lactic  acids  are  apt  to  retard  anxio- 
lytic digestion,  and  that  hydrochloric  and  other  mineral 
acids  not  only  retard  the  digestion  but  destroy  the 
ferments. 

The  importation  of  drugs  and  chemicals  to  Pernambuco, 
Brazil,  amounted  to  10,473Z.  in  1897,  against  12.003Z.  in 
1896. 


Z\k  British  pharmacopoeia,  1898. 

[COMMENTS  AND  CRITICISMS. 

ASSAY  OF  SYRUP  OF  IODIDE  OF  IRON. 
By  Ralph  S.  Swinton. 
Various  methods  have  been  proposed  for  the  estimation  of 
the  ferrous  iodide  in  this  syrup,  most  of  which  are  based  on 
the  precipitation  of  the  iodide  with  silver  nitrate,  but  in 
which  no  precaution  is  taken  to  guard  against  the  presence 
of  chlorides  or  bromides.  Either  of  these  haloids  present  in 
the  syrup  would  of  necessity  vitiate  the  result,  and  therefore 
a  method  for  the  direct  estimation  of  the  iodine  is  an  obvious 
advantage. 

Hitherto  a  method  of  assay  has  been  given  in  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia  only,  though  the  preparation  is  also 
official  in  those  of  France  and  Germany.  In  the  new  British 
Pharmacopoeia  a  test  is  given  for  the  assay  of  the  syrup  for 
the  first  time,  the  iron  being  precipitated  with  solution  of 
sodium  carbonate,  the  mixture  filtered,  the  filtrate 
neutralised  with  nitric  acid  and  titrated  with  decinormal 
silver  nitrate,  solution  of  potassium  chromate  being  used  as 
indicator. 

This  process,  which  is  a  modification  of  that  proposed  by 
Kubel  {Year-hook  of  Pharmacy,  1895,  page  191),  will  not,  I 
fear,  be  found  entirely  satisfactory  ;  but  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia  method,  depending  on  the  precipitation  of 
the  iodide  with  excess  of  silver  nitrate,  titrating  back  the 
excess  with  decinormal  potassium-sulphocyanate  solution, 
using  ferric-ammonium  sulphate  as  indicator,  is  far  more 
definite. 

The  only  process  hitherto  published  for  the  direct  estima- 
tion of  the  iodine  is  that  devised  by  R.  H.  Parker  {Tear-booh 
of  Pharmacy,  1880,  page  127),  which  consists  in  the  distilla- 
tion of  the  diluted  syrup  with  potassium  chlorate,  and 
collecting  the  iodine  in  solution  of  potassium  iodide,  the 
only  fault  of  this  process  being  that  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
conduct,  although  the  author  obtained  satisfactory  results 
by  its  use. 

Under  these  circumstances  an  adaptation  of  a  process  for 
the  separation  of  the  halogens  which  I  have  devised  may  be 
serviceable.    It  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

Dilute  10  c.c.  of  the  syrup  with  90  c.c.  water,  slowly  mix 
10  c.c.  of  this  solution  with  5  c.c.  of  strong  sulphuric  acid, 
keeping  the  vessel  cool  by  allowing  a  stream  of  cold  water 
to  flow  over  it.  When  nearly  cold  thoroughly  agitate  the 
mixture  with  5  c.c.  of  90-per-cent.  phenol,  then  with  25  c.c. 
of  a  completely  saturated  bromine-water;  remove  the 
separated  iodine  by  washing  out  the  chloroform  (two 
washings  usually  suffice),  treat  the  mixture  again  with 
phenol-bromine,  separate  the  iodine  as  before,  and  mix  with 
the  first  portion.  The  whole  chloroformic-iodine  solution  is 
now  covered  with  a  layer  of  water  and  titrated  with  deci- 
normal sodium  thiosulphate,  with  starch  paste  as  indicator. 

1  c.c.  decinormal  sodium  thiosulphate  =  0155  gramme 
Fel,2. 

The  whole  process  occupies  only  a  few  minutes,  and  the 
results  obtained  are  almost  absolutely  accurate,  due  care 
being  given  to  the  complete  saturation  of  the  bromine  water, 
and  thorough  agitation  of  this  bromine  solution  with  the 
mixture. 

BISMUTH  OXYCARBONATE. 

By  A.  Dowler  White. 

On  lookiEg  through  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898, 
and  coming  to  bismuth  oxycarbonate,  I  am  surprised  to  find 
that  a  most  important  test  for  impurity  is  omitted.  The 
B.P.  for  1885  was  careful  to  provide  against  any  trace  of 
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nitrate  by  requiiing  the  preparation  to  be  examined  with 
H..SO,  and  indigo  sulphate,  and  that  th?  colour  of  the  indigo 
should  not  be  discharged,  thereby  showing  that  nitrate  was 
not  present. 

Now  the  test  is  not  only  neglected,  but  a  nitrate  reaction 
is  permitted. 

This  is  certainly  not  an  advance  in  chemical  science.  My 
firm,  Alfred  White  &  Sons,  Castle  Street,  Saffron  Hill,  E.C., 
always  make  bismuth  oxycarbonate  which  will  answer  this 
requirement  of  the  older  B.P.,  not  only  because  so  directed, 
but  because  the  bismuth  is  a  truer  and  better  carbonate. 

Why  is  this  strange  change  made  by  those  who  have 
drawn  up  the  new  book  ?  Is  it  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  purer  article  1  If  so,  surely  this  is  not  a  wise 
■or  sufficient  reason,  especially  when  the  proper  article  can  be 
•made.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  return  to  the  better 
directions  of  the  B  P.  of  1885. 


DISCUSSION  AT  BIRMINGHAM. 

The  Midland  Chemists'  Association  discussed  the  Pharma- 
copoeia at  their  concluding  meeting,  held  on  May  11,  at 
Birmingham,  Mr.  F.  J.  Walton,  the  newly-elected  president, 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  opened  the  discussion,  and 
showed  several  of  the  new  standardised  preparations.  Alluding 
to  the  subject  of  parts  in  the  new  B.P.,  he  observed  that  in 
the  table  of  solubilites  no  reference  was  made  as  to  whether 
fluid  parts  or  parts  by  weight  were  intended,  and  in  some 
instances  it  would  make  an  important  difference  in  the 
figures  quoted  if  parts  by  weight  were  intended.  With 
regard  to  liquor  senega}  concentratus  he  had  communicated 
■with  Mr.  Bird,  who  apparently  concluded  that  parts  in  this 
instance  meant  parts  by  volume.  An  authoritative  statement 
on  the  subject  was  desirable.  The  average  pharmacist  would 
have  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  animal  products  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  new  B.P.,  and  would  have  to  rely 
upon  wholesale  houses.  He  commented  on  the  unusually 
large  quantities  which  were  used  in  testing  the  purity  of 
■substances,  and  instanced  sulphate  of  quinine  and  chloro- 
form. Precise  directions  were  given  for  ascertaining  the 
purity  of  the  official  preparations  and  chemicals,  but  no 
mention  was  made  of  the  purity  of  the  reagents  to  be  used 
in  testing.  He  had  frequently  found  these  impure.  Mr. 
Alcock  also  presented  a  tabulated  form  showing  the  chief 
alterations  and  deletions  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  omission  of  so  many  decoctions 
and  the  question  of  parts  called  for  some  comment. 

Some  remarks  having  been  made  about  when  the  new 
Pharmaco  xeia  came  into  effect, 

Mr,  E.  Osborne  said  he  was  to  present  himself  for  examina- 
tion at  Durham  in  September  in  materia  medica  and 
therapeutics,  and,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry,  the  authorities 
there  had  informed  him  that  the  new  B.P.,  having  become 
authoritative,  students  presenting  themselves  in  September 
Tv'ould  be  questioned  upon  its  contents.  He  commented  on 
the  omission  of  liq.  ammon.  acet.  fort,  and  liq.  amnion,  cit. 
fort.,  and  also  on  the  addition  of  almond  oil  to  lin.  am- 
rooniaj. 

Mr.  F.  Foster  said  the  almond  oil  made  the  preparation 
more  fluid. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Mann  said  he  had  prepared  tincture  of  orange 
by  the  new  B.P.,  and  found  that  it  contained  a  greater 
quantity  of  essential  oil,  and,  therefore,  did  not  mix  clear 
with  water.  When  used  for  making  syrupus  aromati- 
cus  it  remained  cloudy,  and  could  not  be  filtered  without 
injury  to  its  aromatic  properties.  He  emphasised  the  neces- 
sity for  careful  examination  of  the  thyroid  gland  before  being 
used  for  a  liquor,  mentioning  that  of  a  batch  of  seven  or 
eight  thousand  V30  per  cent,  showed  smaller  or  larger  cysts 
containing  a  whitish  matter,  and  had  to  be  rejected. 
Hyd.  oleas  now  contained  soap  as  well  as  oleic  acid,  and 
gave  a  fatty  mass.  The  B.P.  ordered  it  to  be  dried,  but  it 
darkened  at  the  least  attempt  to  heat  it.  Liq.  hyd.  perox., 
one  would  suppose  from  a  glance  at  the  B.P.,  required  the 
20  vols,  of  gas  when  estimated,  but  this  was  not  the  ordinary 
20  vols,  sol.,  as  10  vols,  came  from  pot.  permang.,  making  the 
solution  simply  10  vols.  With  regard  to  ung.  paraffin.,  unless 
the  B.P.  paraffiu.  molle  was  kept  within  the  range  of  the 
melting  point  given,  the  ointment  would  be  harder  than  it 
should  be,  but  the  p.iraffi  l.  molle  at  a  lower  melting-point 
.^rave  a  very  useful  ointment-base.    Syrup  of  glucose  was  now 


used  as  a  pill-excipient  in  place  of  treacle,  but  it  would  be 
found,  unless  a  special  quality  of  glucose  was  taken,  that  it 
would  be  a  variable  product,  On  the  question  of  parts,  he 
thought  an  authoritative  statement  was  necessary  from  the 
compilers  of  the  B.P. 

Mr.  J.  Selby  asked  why  the  sarsaparilla  was  heated  to  71° 
in  liq.  sarsre  co.  cone.  He  thought  there  was  no  need  to 
change  the  name  when  the  two  preparations  were  almost 
identical. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Davis  thought  the  difference  of  price  between 
the  old  tincture  of  orange  and  the  new  would  be  consider- 
able. There  would  also  be  some  trouble  in  the  dispensing  of 
mix  vomica,  as  the  new  tincture  would  give  a  precipitate 
with  water. 

Mr.  Cox  said  that  the  mercury  oleatc  was  a  troublesome 
preparation  to  make,  and  it  was  difficult  to  dry  it  thoroughly, 
and  to  separate  the  precipitate  from  the  water.  Zinc  oleate 
was  much  better,  and  easier  to  make.  Lin.  tcreb.  now  made 
a  nice  preparation.  He  hoped,  after  keeping,  it  would  not 
turn  into  a  jelly,  as  it  sometimes  did  under  the  1885  Pharma- 
copeia. The  almond  oil  in  lin.  ammon.  made  a  more  creamy 
production  than  with  olive  oil  alone;  it  was  also  more  fluid, 
and,  he  thought,  a  more  permanent  emulsion.  Many  who 
tried  to  make  mist,  olei  ricini  according  to  the  1885  Phar- 
macopeia failed,  but  now  they  might  congratulate  them- 
selves that  the  trouble  was  over,  as  the  compilers  of  the  new 
B.P.  had  given  a  satisfactory  form.  Tinct.  chlorof.  et  morph. 
was  now  a  clear  bright-green  tincture,  stronger  than  under 
the  1885  B.P.,  and  not  at  all  like  chlorodyne,  which  that  work 
tried  to  imitate.  But  the  concentrated  liquors  were  a  puzzle. 
Were  they  to  be  used  diluted  when  infusions  were  ordered,  or 
did  they  constitute  preparations  of  themselves  ?  And  to 
what  proportions  were  they  to  be  diluted  ?  The  Preface  said 
compounds  had  been  obtained  to  resemble  the  liquors  which 
manufacturers  had  termed  concentrated  decoctions.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  manufacturers  made  them  1  to  7.  The 
B.P.  quantities  worked  out  at  1  to  9.  He  took  it  when 
iufusion  was  ordered  a  fresh  one  must  be  used,  and  that 
no  dilution  of  the  concentrated  liquor  ought  to  be  allowed 
as  a  substitute.  Syrup,  limonis  ought  to  make  a  nice  prepara- 
tion. He  wondered  why  mist,  cretm  did  not  contain  an  even 
quantity  of  powder  to  the  ounce.  The  new  mist,  cretregavea 
satisfactory  result.  He  also  called  attention  to  the  altera- 
tions in  the  formula  of  black  wash,  which  now  contains  some 
traeacanth  to  suspend  the  precipitate. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Thomas  asked  if  there  was  any  great  difference 
bet  ween  the  therapeutic  action  of  Socotrine  and  Barbadoes 
aloes,  because  he  was  given  to  understand  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  three  to  four  times  in  the  cost.  In  the  case  of  the 
pill  of  phosphorus  no  mention  was  made  that  the  use  of  a 
little  chloroform  would  prevent  the  phosphorus  taking  fire. 
Why  was  the  water  acidulated  into  which  the  mixture  was 
poured  in  the  preparation  of  podophyll.  resina  ?  Why  should 
saffron  be  omitted  from  pulvis  cretrn  aromaticus  1  And  why, 
in  the  preparation  of  ung.  zinci  oleatis,  was  the  sulphate 
washed  out  1 

Mr.  E.  Osborne  demonstrated  the  action  and  use  of  the 
thyroid  gland,  and  where  it  was  found  in  the  sheep. 

Mr.  Alcock  replied  to  a  number  of  the  questions.  The 
reason  for  the  temperature  of  71°  in  the  preparation  of  liq. 
sarsre  co.  cone,  was  to  prevent  any  starch  being  dissolved,, 
and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  root  was  to  be  cut  transversely 
and  not  longitudinally.  The  acid  in  the  preparation  of 
podophyllum  resina  was  to  separate  the  resin  in  a  pure  state. 
The  sulphate  referred  to  in  the  preparation  of  ung.  zinci 
oleatis  was  sulphate  of  sodium  formed  by  the  reaction  of  the 
oleate  of  sodium  and  zinc  sulphate.  The  concentrated 
liquors  were  not  to  be  used  when  infusions  were  ordered. 
Tr.  aurantii  would  be  dearer  than  the  old  preparation,  and 
he  thought  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  would,  on  the  whole, 
tend  to  make  things  higher.  He  did  not  think  liq.  sarsre  co. 
cone,  should  be  sold  for  dec.  sarsre  co.  cone. 


PHARMACOPfFLYL  LITERArURE. 
The  flood  of  literature  in  regard  to  the  new  British 
Pharmacopoeia  is  now  fairly  unon  us.  We  do  not  mean  by 
that  the  papers  critical  of  B.P.  methods,  but  the  actual 
published  books;  nor  do  we  mean  such  pamphlets  as  our  own 
"  Preliminary  Criticism  and  Review,"  of  which  we  have  sold 
so  many  thousands  that  keen  advertisers  sigh  when  they 
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think  of  the  space  that  has  been  sent  forth  to  the  world  as 
clean  as  an  infant's  palm.  The  flood  really  begins  when 
pocket  and  other  commentaries  come  on.  The  first  of  these 
which  we  have  received  is  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Gadd,  of  Exeter, 
who  has  published  this  week  "  A  Synopsis,"  which  shows 
more  labour  than  anything  we  have  yet  seen.  We  are  only 
able  to  judge  of  the  book  from  proof-sheets,  and  from  these 
we  surmise  that  the  book  is  to  be  32mo.  and  to  extend  to 
160  pages.  Alterations,  omissions,  and  so  on  are  fully  dealt 
with,  but  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  book  is  a  table 
from  A  to  Z  of  the  chemicals,  drugs,  and  preparations.  This 
gives  the  name,  characters,  dose  (imperial  and  metric),  and 
(remarks  on  all  the  substances,  the  noteworthy  features  of  the 
table  being  the  metric  doses  (considered  by  some  to  be  a 
serious  omission  from  the  B.P.)  and  the  preparations  of 
drugs  and  chemicals.  The  table  is  well  done ;  but  we  believe 
that  it  would  have  saved  the  author's  time  and  space  if  he 
had  put  the  information  in  paragraphs,  and  although  some 
-people  are  fond  of  tables,  we  think  the  great  majority  prefer 
■straightforward  reading.  Perhaps  Mr.  Gadd  had  students  in 
view  when  he  compiled  the  "  Synopsis,"  and  certainly  for 
4hem  a  better  sixpenny  pocket-book  is  not  available. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  may  mention  that  the  publishers 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  (Serle  Street,  W.C.)  have 
reprinted  a  series  of  thermometric  and  metric  tables  which 
'have  recently  appeared  in  that  journal.  The  metric  tables 
show  at  a  glance  the  equivalents  of  the  solid  and  fluid 
denominations  of  either  system — i.e.,  imperial  or  metric — 
"the  fractional  points  being  carried  to  reasonable  limits.  The 
thermometiic  tables  give  the  equivalents  in  Centigrade, 
Fahrenheit,  and  Eeaumur  degrees.  The  tables  are  printed 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  so  that  any  who  wish  to  paste 
them  on  card  to  hang  up  at  the  dispensing-counter  or 
[laboratory  may  do  so.    The  published  price  is  Is.  6d. 


FOOD  AND  DEUG  INSPECTORS  AND  THE  B.P. 

A  Morning  Leader  young  man  has  interviewed  one  of  the 
Middlesex  food  and  drug  inspectors  on  the  new  B.P.  That 
gentleman  candidly  admits  that  he  is  in  a  maze. 

"The  whole  point  with  us,"  he  said,  "is  how  are  we  to 
know  when  the  old  Pharmacopceia  ends  and  the  new  one 
begins?  The  new  book  makes  so  many  sweeping  changes 
that  a  chemist  who  happened  to  serve  me  from  old  stock 
would  undoubtedly  be  a  subject  for  my  closer  attentions. 
But  they,  like  me,  don't  know  where  they  are  to  start. 
Some  of  them  have  the  new  book,  others  have  not,  and  the 
■want  of  uniformity  in  this  respect  startles  them.  I  found 
that  out  the  other  day  when  I  was  round  sampling.  It  is 
very  hard  on  those  who,  perhaps,  a  month  ago,  got  in  a  big 
stock  of  drugs  answering  to  the  old  standards,  to  find  them 
'Illegal  now.  And  what  am  I  to  do  ?  Give  them  time  to  get 
rid  of  the  old  stock,  which,  in  some  shops,  might  mean  several 
months,  or  go  in,  as  I  could  this  afternoon,  and  get  samples 
upon  which  I  could  proceed  1  Of  course,  a  lot  would  depend  on 
the  analyst.  He  must  give  his  certificate  first ;  but  how  is  he  to 
know  which  edition  of  the  Pharmacopceia  he  is  to  take  for  his 
standard  ?  It's  a  general  mix  up  all  round,  and  to  make  it 
worse  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  does  not  yet  incorporate  the 
Pharmacopceia  into  itself.  The  new  Act  may  do  so,  but  the 
present  one  does  not."  He  suggested  that  chemists  should 
•consult  their  local  authorities  on  the  point,  as  they  must 
know  they  are  venturing  on  dangerous  ground  in  continuing 
to  sell  preparations  made  according  to  the  old  standard. 
The  Leader  man  thought  that  the  inspectors  might  notify  the 
chemists,  but  he  was  promptly  told  that  the  inspectors  had 
no  power  to  do  so.  If  anybody  gave  notice  it  should  be  the 
British  Medical  Council.  They  are  responsible  for  putting 
the  new  regulations  in  force,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  settle 
'the  present  difficulty. 


Owing  to  exceptional  pressure  on  our  space  this  week,  we 
are  compelled  to  hold  over  the  following  communications  on 
B.P.  subjects  :— 

"Galenical  Preparations:  Ointments,"  by  J.  C.  Umney, 
F.C.S. 

"Oils,  Fats,  Waxes,  and  Soaps,"  by  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc, 
P.I.C. 

"  Cascara  Extracts,"  by  John  Moss,  F.C.S. 


IpereonalUtea. 


Me.  John"  Marshall  has  resigned  his  position  as  general 
manager  of  Marshalls  (Limited),  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C. 

Me.  Samuel  Lambeet,  drug-broker,  Fenchurch  Street, 
E.G.,  returned  last  week  from  his  business  visit  to  the  United 
States,  and  speaks  well  of  the  reception  which  he  had  and  of 
business  there. 

Me.  Robeet  Geeen,  who  for  over  forty  years  carried  on 
a  successful  business  as  chemist  and  druggist  in  Woolwich 
(from  which  he  recently  retired),  has  declined  to  stand  for 
re-election  as  a  member  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health. 

We  have  had  a  call  from  Mr.  H.  G.  Delavil-Harris,  one  of 
the  principals  of  Messrs.  Bertie-Smith  &  Co.,  Bombay,  who 
is  spending  the  summer  months  in  a  quiet  retreat  in  Hert- 
fordshire, but  occasionally  comes  up  to  London  for  business. 

Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P.,  who  was  recently  returned 
for  the  twenty-fourth  year  to  the  Cambridge  Board  of 
Guardians,  has  been  re-elected  Chairman  of  the  Assessment 
Committee— a  body  composed  of  heads  of  the  University 
and  representatives  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  and 
Board  of  Guardians. 

The  current  issue  of  ArcTiiv  der  Pliarmaele  contains  the 
greater  part  of  the  graduation  thesis  upon  which  Mr.  W.  H. 
Martindale,  of  London,  received  the  Ph.D.  degree  from  the 
University  of  Marburg.  Mr.  Martindale  chose  corydaline  as 
the  subject  of  his  investigation,  and  Professor  Schmidt  pays 
him  the  compliment  of  prefacing  his  thesis  with  a  note  on 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  investigation.  We  hope 
to  give  particulars  of  the  research  when  its  publication  is 
completed. 

At  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  May  9  over  one  hundred  of 
the  employes  of  Davy,  Hill  &  Son,  Yates  &  Hicks  sat  down  to 
dinner  on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hill,  in  commemo- 
ration of  his  marriage.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  set 
of  five  vases  of  finest  Doulton  ware  were  presented  to  Mr.  Hill 
by  Mr.  Alderman,  on  behalf  cf  the  staff.  It  was  mentioned  that 
every  one  of  the  employes  had  contributed  towards  the 
present.  Mr.  Hill  expressed  his  warm  thanks  for  the  hand- 
some present,  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Hill,  in  replying  to  the  toast  of 
"  Prosperity  to  the  Firm,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Aird  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Edward,  said  each  one  should  realise  that  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  firm  also  meant  the  prosperity  of  the  employes. 
Mr.  Alan  Hicks  heartily  endorsed  his  partner's  remarks.  The 
rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  music  and  song. 

On  Monday  Mr.  Richard  Bankes  Barron  (Barron,  Harveys 
&  Co.,  Giltspur  Street,  E.C.)  was  attacked  by  serious  illness 
while  engaged  at  business.  He  received  immediate  medical 
assistance,  and  was  removed  to  the  Viaduct  Hotel.  He  had 
sufficiently  recovered  by  Tuesday  to  permit  of  his  removal  to 
his  own  home,  and  has  since  been  making  satisfactory  progress. 
Mr.  Barron's  position  as  the  doyen  of  the  wholesale  drug- 
trade  brings  him  into  contact  with  all  representatives  of  the 
business  in  Mincing  Lane  and  on  'Change,  and  much  regret 
is  expressed  at  his  unfortunate  illness.  It  was  noticed  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  new  drug  sale-rooms  last  week  that 
he  hesitated  slightly  in  his  speech,  and  we  believe  that  he 
had  been  strongly  recommended  to  take  a  rest,  but  his 
interest  in  the  new  Pharmacopceia  made  him  linger  on 
perhaps  a  little  too  long.  It  is  hoped  that  he  may  soon  be 
able  to  resume  business  again. 


Phil  May  has  a  good  sketch  in  Punch  this  week  of  a 
chemist's  shop,  which  is  presided  over  by  a  burly  pharmacist 
of  an  uncommon  type.  His  customer  is  a  much-battered 
woman  with  a  bandage  over  her  eye,  who  is  asked  by  the 
chemist,  "  The  cat,  I  suppose  ?  "  "  No.  Another  lydy,"  replies 
the  customer. 

"  Phaemaceutical  Foemulas." — "  Allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  this  great  book  ;  I  am  •  perfectly  astonished 
at  the  amount  of  information  consolidated  within  the  two 
boards.  I  began  culling  from  the  C.  $  B.,  cutting  out  and 
gumming  into  a  book — the  items  were  so  useful ;  but  here 
the  whole  affair  is  in  a  nutshell." — Mr.  W.  Murray  Maxton 
(Kelso). 
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THE  SACCHARIN  PATENTS. 

IN  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  May  18,  before  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  and  Lords  Justices  Rigby  and  Collins,  the  case  of  the 
Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  Hawes,  Ward  &  Co.,  was 
heard  ou  appeal  by  the  defendants  from  an  order  of  Mr. 
Justice  North,  requiring  them  to  make  a  further  and  better 
answer  to  interrogatories  administered  to  them  by  the  plain- 
tiffs. The  action  was  brought  in  respect  of  the  alleged 
infringement  of  certain  letters  patent  for  the  manufacture 
of  saccharin,  and  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  inter- 
rogatories had  been  administered.  Mr.  Dodd,  who  appeared 
in  support  of  the  appeal,  said  the  interrogatory  which  the 
defendant  declined  to  answer  was  one  requiring  him  to  say 
from  whom  they  bought  the  saccharin  said  to  be  sold  in 
infringement  of  the  patents.  He  submitted  that  the  de- 
fendants were  not  bound  to  assist  the  plaintiffs  in  making  a 
case  by  the  disclosure  which  was  asked.  The  interrogatory 
was  too  wide,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Moulton,  Q  C,  who  appeared  on  the  other  side,  said 
this  case  was  an  example  of  the  way  in  which  people  were 
trying  to  defeat  the  admitted  rights  attaching  to  the  patents. 
Saccharin,  as  a  scientific  thing,  was  known  many  years  ago, 
but  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  perfectly  useless  product,  until 
a  foreigner  named  Fahlberg  invented  a  commercial  method 
of  manufacture,  the  result  being  that  saccharin  became  an 
article  of  large  consumption.  Other  patents  for  different 
processes  of  manufacture  were  subsequently  taken  out,  and 
the  English  patents  for  the  whole  of  the  processes  by  which 
it  was  believed  saccharin  could  be  made  were  now  held  by 
the  plaintiffs.  In  this  case  the  defendants  were  importing 
into  this  country  and  selling  saccharin  which  the  plaintiffs 
believed  was  made  in  infringement  of  those  patents.  The 
compound  was  sold  in  tins  which  did  not  bear  any  names  or 
marks  of  origin,  and  the  defendants  had  refused  to  disclose 
the  name  of  the  manufacturer.  They  sheltered  themselves 
by  challenging  the  plaintiffs  to  prove  by  which  of  the 
patented  processes  the  saccharin  in  question  was  manufac- 
tured, and  what  the  plaintiffs  wanted  was  to  ascertain  the 
origin  of  the  saccharin,  so  as  to  identify  the  process.  That, 
he  submitted,  they  were  entitled  to  do. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  giving  judgment,  said  he  did 
not  think  there  was  reason  for  ditsurbing  the  order  which 
had  been  made,  and  the  appeal  would  be  dismissed,  with 
costs. 


VI  COCOA  HOAXED. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  May  18  before  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  a  special  jury,  the  case  of  Anderson  and 
another  v.  Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-cocoa  (Limited)  was  heard. 

Mr.  Dickens,  Q.C.,  said  judgment  was  to  be  entered  by 
consent,  but  the  object  of  the  action  would  not  be  attained 
unless  he  said  a  few  words,  because  it  was  right  that  the 
medical  profession  should  know  how  the  matter  stood.  The 
two  plaintiffs  were  medical  students  studying  at  the  school 
connected  with  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  Before  long  they 
hoped  to  pass  their  examination.  The  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  held  strong  views  with  regard  to 
medical  practitioners  giving  testimonials  for  the  purpose  of 
advertising,  looking  upon  the  practice  as  derogatory  to  the 
profession,  and  provided  severe  penalties  against  it.  In 
October  last  a  flaming  testimonial  appeared  in  the  adveitise- 
ments  of  Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-cocoa  in  several  papers  headed 
"Two  Medical  Students  and  Vi  cocoa."  The  portraits  of  the 
two  plaintiffs  appeared  in  the  advertisement.  The  first  the 
plaintiffs  heard  of  this  was  when  they  got  to  the  school  the 
students  asked  them  if  they  had  enjoyed  their  Vi-cocoa,  and 
on  the  wall  was  a  copy  of  the  testimonial.  Since  that  time 
they  had  been  subjected  to  much  annoyance.  Counsel 
went  on  to  explain  that  the  appearance  of  the 
advertisement  was  the  outcome  of  a  practical  joke 
of  a  very  bad  character.  The  defendants  had  met  the 
plaintiffs  very  fairly,  and  were  prepared  that  judgment 
should  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  for  200Z. ,  with  costs  as 
between  solicitor  and  client.  He  did  not  suggest  that  the 
defendants  had  not  acted  bona  fide.  It  was  clear  they  had 
been  taken  in  by  somebody  or  other. 


Mr.  Carson,  Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  defendants,  said 
this  testimonial  came  to  them  purporting  to  be  a  bona-fiilc 
testimonial.  It  was  unsolicited,  and  was  not  signed  with 
the  names  of  these  two  gentlemen,  but  with  other  names, 
and  the  only  way  they  were  identified  with  it  was  by  the 
fact  that  their  photographs  appeared.  On  the  face  of  the 
testimonial  it  was  stated  that  the  defendants  were  at  liberty 
to  make  such  use  as  they  might  please  of  the  testimonial. 
What  had  happened  was  that  somebody  as  a  practical  joke 
had  sent  the  testimonial  and  the  photographs  at  the  s.imo 
time.  The  directors  of  the  defendant  company  were  sin- 
cerely sorry  there  should  have  been  any  mistake  about  the 
matter,  and  they  regretted  the  plaintiffs  should  have  been 
put  to  any  annojance.  I'nder  the  circumstances,  they  had 
agreed  to  the  terms  Mr.  Dickens  had  stated.  Considering 
that  there  was  no  malice  and  no  intent  to  impute  anything 
of  a  libellous  character  to  the  plaintiffs,  he  thought  his 
Lordship  would  say  his  clients  had  acted  handsomely. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  there  would  be  judgment  for 
the  plaintiffs  for  200/.,  in  the  terms  agreed,  with  liberty  to 
apply. 


THE  NAME  OF  CALVERT. 

IN  the  Chancery  Division,  on  May  17,  the  case  of  F.  C. 
Calvert  &  Co.  v.  D.  Calvert  k.  Co.  came  before  Mr.  Justice 
Bigham. 

Mr.  Astbury,  Q.C.,  Mr.  John  Cutler,  Q  C,  and  Mr.  Sebastian 
appeared  for  the  plaintiffs;  Mr.  Eve,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Green- 
wood for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Astbury  said  the  plaintiffs  were  the  well-known  manu- 
facturers of  "  Calvert's  Disinfectants,"  who  applied  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant  from  passing  off  his 
goods  as  and  for  the  plaintiffs'.  At  present  the  defendant 
was  only  doing  a  small  business,  but  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  plaintiffs  that  the  defendant  should  be 
stopped  from  doing  what  was  complained  of  lest  he  might 
acquire  the  right  to  do  it.  The  plaintiffs'  firm  was  es- 
tablished in  1859,  and  their  goods  had  acquired  a  world-wide 
reputation  under  the  name  of  "Calvert's."  The  defendant, 
David  Calvert,  was  the  son  of  a  Fiji  missionary,  and  carried 
on  business  in  Calvert  Avenue,  Shoreditch.  Tnis  business  he 
started  in  1893.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  say  that  the  de- 
fendant had  copied  their  labels  in  any  way  ;  they  suggested 
that  the  public  were  likely  to  be  deceived  by  the  way  in 
which  the  plaintiff  advertised  his  goods. 

Mr.  Justice  Bigham :  Your  real  objection  is  that  he  uses 
the  name  "  Calvert"  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  the  public  to 
believe  his  goods  are  yours. 

Mr.  Astbury  said  that  was  the  principal  point.  The 
defendant  had  no  partner,  and  if  he  wished  to  carry  on 
business  in  an  honest  and  straightforward  manner  he  should 
trade  as  David  Calvert.  The  defendant  described  his  goods 
as  "  high-class  and  non-poisonous." 

Mr.  Eve  said,  on  behalf  of  his  client,  he  was  willing  to 
undertake  to  trade  as  "  David  Calvert  "  alone. 

After  some  discussion, 

This  offer  was  accepted  and  the  following  order  made  : — 
The  defendant  undertaking  that  he  will  henceforth  trade 
only  as  David  Calvert,  and  the  plaintiffs  being  willing  to 
take  from  him  the  transparencies  in  his  possession  at  the 
price  he  paid  for  them,  no  order  in  the  action.  The  parties 
were  directed  to  pay  their  own  costs,  and  it  was  made  a 
term  of  the  settlement  that  neither  party  should  advertise 
the  undertaking. 


ANISOLINE-DYES  APPEAL. 

Before  Lords  Justices  A.  L.Smith,  Chit  ty,  and  Vaughao 
Williams,  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  on  Thursday,  the  case  of 
the  Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik  v.  La  Society  Chimique 
des  Usines,  &c,  was  again  in  the  list.  Their  Lordships  had 
heard  the  arguments  on  May  2  and  3  as  to  the  patent  being 
invalidated  by  reason  of  insufficient  description,  and  had 
now  restored  it  for  argument  as  to  how  far  the  creation  of  a 
pure  product  affected  the  invention,  defendants  claiming  to 
create  a  similar  product,  but  impure,  under  Monnet's  earlier 
patent. 

Mr.  Cripps.  Q.C..  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  Wallis,  QC,  Mr.  W.  L. 
Lawson,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Graham  appeared  for  plaintiffs  in 
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support  of  the  appeal,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Q.C.,  Mr. 
Bousfield,  Q  G,  and  Mr.  H.  Colefax  for  the  respondents. 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  Q.C.,  took  a  preliminary  objection. 
At  the  trial  plaintiffs  contended  that  the  specification  in  the 
patent  for  what  was  known  as  "  6  G."  was  for  a  pure 
product.  Defendants  contended  against  that,  but  the  Judge 
decided  in  favour  of  plaintiffs'  contention  that  it  was  for  a 
pure  product.  It  was  uncontradicted  in  evidence  that  if  an 
■iron  autoclave  was  not  used  in  the  process,  the  product 
contained  60  per  cent,  of  impurity,  and  his  learned  friend 
•could  not  now  get  out  of  his  difficulty  by  arguing  against 
the  interpretation  which  he  had  himself  requested  should  be 
placed  on  the  letters-patent,  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
letters-patent,  and  respecting  which  he  had  entered  no 
appeal. 

Mr.  Cripps,  replyirjg  on  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  bring  up 
this  second  point  on  appeal,  said  they  had  all  the  way 
through  put  their  claim  lor  an  invention  of  what  they  called 
■esterification  of  a  rhodomine  for  the  production  of  a  new 
dye,  and  they  held  that  the  substance  of  their  claim  was  the 
production  of  an  ester. 

Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  said  it  was  found  at  the  trial  that 
"the  earlier  Monnet's  patent  held  by  the  defendants  did  pro- 
duce an  ester,  but  it  was  impure. 

After  further  argument  on  the  preliminary  objection 
raised, 

Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said:  We  will  deliver  judgment 
on  the  whole  case  in  a  few  days'  time. 


A  KETIRBD  CHEMIST'S  WILL. 

In  the  Probate  Division  of  the  High  Court,  on  May  18,  the  case 
of  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary  v.  Arlett  came  on  for  hearing 
before  Mr.  Justice  Gorell  Barnes  and  a  special  jury.  The  plain- 
tiffs claimed  to  be  the  universal  legatees  of  the  last  will  and 
testament,  dated  June  5,  1891,  of  Charles  Janes,  formerly  of 
42  Carnaby  Street,  Regent  Street,  London,  and  previously  of 
71a.  St.  Nicholas  Road,  St.  Paul's,  Bristol,  who  died  on 
May  16,  1897,  at  5  Earl's  Street,  St.  James's  Parish,  Biistol. 
The  will  was  disputed  by  Mrs.  Maria  Arlett,  widow,  the  sur- 
viving sister  of  the  testator,  and  John  Arlett  and  Elizabeth 
Orchard,  next-of-kin  of  the  deceased,  who  were  all  repre- 
sented by  counsel.  The  defendants  alleged  that  the  will  in 
question  was  not  duly  executed,  that  the  deceased  at  the 
time  of  making  it  was  of  unsound  mind,  and  they  set 
•up  by  way  of  answer  a  will  dated  September  20,  1887. 
The  deceased  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Bristol,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  there  he  had  left  the  not 
■very  large  property  of  which  he  was  possessed  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  It  was  not  very  clear  what  the  testator  was 
while  he  lived  in  Bristol,  but  he  was  supposed  to  have  been 
an  assistant  to  a  doctor  or  a  chemist.  At  any  rate,  he  left 
Bristol  and  came  to  London,  where  he  appeared  to  have  been 
at  one  time  assistant  to  a  Dr.  Johnson,  and  he  seemed  also 
to  have  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  at  42  Carnaby 
Street,  Regent  Street.  Deceased  also  qualified  as  a  medical 
man,  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  a  licentiate 
of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  The  property  bequeathed 
to  the  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary  amounted  to  something  over 
3,000/.,  but  under  4,000/.  Deceased  prior  to  his  death  had 
destroyed  some  Russian  and  Egyptian  bonds,  the  exact 
amount  of  which  was  not  known,  but  had  it  not  been  for  that 
circumstance  he  would  have  been  worth  more  money  than 
appeared  to  have  been  the  case.  After  hearing  evidence  the 
jury  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  testator  was  not  of 
sound  mind  when  the  will  of  1891  was  made,  and 

His  Lordship  pronounced  against  the  will  and  ordered  the 
will  of  1887  to  be  proved  in  common  form,  and  costs  to  come 
out  of  the  estate. 


THE  MATE  TEA  COMPANY. 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  May  13,  before  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  and  Lords  Justices  Rigby  and  Collins,  judgment  was 
given  in  the  case  of  Coghlan  v.  Cumberland,  which  was  an 
appeal  by  the  plaintiff,  Major  Coghlan,  a  retired  army  officer, 
from  a  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Barnes  dismissing  the  action. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  that  the  action  was  brought  to 
set  aside  an  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  the  Mate  tea 
business,  and  for  the  recovery  of  1,000/.  paid  by  the  plaintiff 


to  the  defendant,  and  for  the  delivery  up  of  a  mortgage 
executed  by  him  for  another  1,000/.,  being  the  remainder  of 
the  purchase-money,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  was 
induced  to  buy  the  business  by  misrepresentation.  The 
action  was  for  recission  of  contract,  and  not  for  damages,  as 
although  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  return  of  the  1,000/.  he 
did  not  expect  to  get  it  back,  and  his  sole  object  was  to  be 
relieved  of  the  payment  of  the  other  1,000/.  under  the  mort- 
gage. Mr.  Justice  Barnes  had  given  judgment  for  the 
defendants  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to 
prove  that  the  representations  made  to  him  were  untrue. 
The  Mate  tea  business  was  carried  on  by  Arthur  Cumberland 
and  his  son,  and  they  advertised  it  for  sale  in  the  Times  in 
these  terms :  "  20/.  per  week  for  2,000/.  One  of  the  finest 
businesses  in  England,  and  capable  of  enormous  extension." 
The  plaintiff  saw  that  advertisement,  and  after  seeing  the 
senior  Cumberland  he  agreed  to  buy  the  business  for  1000/. 
down  and  1,000/.  to  remain  on  mortgage.  His  case  was  that 
it  was  represented  to  him  that  the  sales  amounted  to  400 
lbs.  per  week,  and  that  he  would  make  a  profit  of  20/.  a  week. 
After  he  took  over  the  business  the  sales  fell  almost  immedi- 
ately to  65  lbs.  per  week,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  brought 
the  present  action.  The  plaintiff  was  not  a  business  man, 
but  it  seemed  quite  impossible  to  account  for  the  great 
falling-off.  and  it  was  clear  to  him  that  the  sales  had  never 
reached  400  lbs.  a  week  or  anything  like  that  quantity.  The 
appeal  was  allowed,  with  costs  here  and  in  the  Court  below. 
The  Court  also  ordered  the  defendants  to  repay  the  1,000/. 
paid  by  the  plaintiff,  and  to  return  the  mortgage. 


THE  APOTHECARIES  ACT. 

At  the  Newcastle  County 'Court,  on  May  17,  before  Judge 
Greenwell  and  a  jury,  Thomas  Hetherington  (who  was  last 
week  fined  20/.  at  the  police  court  for  illegally  using  the 
title  of  doctor)  was  sued  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  for 
having  practised  as  an  apothecary  without  having  obtained 
a  certificate  from  the  society  as  required  by  statute.  The 
jury  found  for  the  plaintiff  society,  and  judgment  was  given 
against  the  defendent  for  the  full  amount  claimed,  20/.  and 
costs. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

A  Chemist's  Claim  foe  Medical  Attendance. 

At  the  Rugby  County  Court,  on  May  12,  before  Judge 
Ingham,  George  Wetherington,  described  as  a  "  medical 
man,"  of  Newton,  sued  William  Barnett,  parish  clerk  and 
labourer,  Newton,  for  11.  3s.  6d.,  for  medical  and  surgical 
attendance  and  medicine.  The  Judge :  What  are  you  ? 
Plaintiff  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  had  been  in  practice  as  a  medical  man  for 
many  years.  The  Judge :  And  what  is  the  claim  for  ? 
Plaintiff  said  he  was  called  up  at  11  o'clock  on  a  December 
night  to  attend  defendant,  whom  he  found  bleeding  profusely 
from  a  number  of  cuts  on  the  head.  He  attended  the  man 
for  about  half  an  hour,  and  bandaged  his  wounds.  Next 
morning  he  attended  defendant  again,  and  took  him  some 
medicine.  Defendant  was  a  watchman  on  the  new  railway, 
and  someone  went  to  his  hut  and  knocked  him  about.  He 
(plaintiff)  suggested  to  defendant  that  he  should  write  and 
send  his  bill  to  the  contractors,  but  they  repudiated  liability, 
and,  in  a  letter  to  defendant,  which  he  took  to  his  (plain- 
tiff's) '  consulting-room,"  the  contractors  said  they  did  not 
consider  themselves  indebted  to  him  at  all,  for  he  had  misled 
them,  and  it  was  not  a  navvy  who  knocked  him  about.  The 
Judge :  How  is  the  claim  made  up  ?  Plaintiff :  2s.  6d.  for 
medicine  and  a  guinea  for  attendance.  I  had  to  make  two 
journeys.  The  Judge:  Is  there  any  Act  of  Parliament 
affecting  you  1  Plaintiff  :  The  Pharmaceutical.  The  Judge  : 
Does  that  entitle  you  to  charge  a  guinea?  Plaintiff  :  Perhaps 
it  does  not.  Defendant  said  he  paid  into  a  club  on  the 
railway,  and  the  club  doctor  attended  him  on  the  following 
morning  after  the  assault.  The  Judge:  Did  this  man  come 
and  bind  you  up  1  Defendant :  My  neighbours  had  done 
most  of  it  when  he  came.  The  Judge :  What  did  he  do  ? 
Defendant :  Washed  my  head  and  cut  my  hair.  The  Judge  : 
Did  he  give  you  any  medicine  1  Defendant:  He  sent  some, 
but  I  would  not  take  his  medicine.  His  house  is  not  fit  for  a 
pig  to  live  in.  The  Judge:  Did  you  take  it  ?  Defendant: 
No,  I  could  not,  for  he  is  so  dirty.    The  Judge  (to  plaintiff) : 
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Are  you  registered  as  a  chemist  ?  Plaintiff :  On  the  old 
register.  The  Judge :  You  are  not  on  the  register  now  ! 
Plaintiff  :  No.  The  Judge  :  Then  how  can  you  recover  under 
the  Chemists  Act  ?  Plaintiff  replied  that  he  was  going  to  be 
put  on  again.  The  Judge  said  the  Medical  Act  ot  1858  said 
no  person  could  recover  any  charge  in  any  court  of  law  for 
medical  or  surgical  advice  or  attendance,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  any  operation,  for  medicine,  unless  he  could  prove 
that  he  was  registered  under  the  Act.  Plaintiff  had  admitted 
that  he  was  not  on  the  register.  Even  if  he  was  registered 
as  a  chemist  he  was  still  not  entitled  to  recover  such  sums. 
Plaintiff :  I  can  show  you  my  indentures.  The  Judge : 
Perhaps  so,  but  it  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  I  am  speaking  of. 
Do  you  know  any  Act  under  which  you  can  recover  ?  Plain- 
tiff admitted  he  had  not  read  them.  The  Judge  :  Would  you 
like  to  have  the  case  adjourned  in  order  that  you  may  obtain 
legal  advice  1  Plaintiff  :  No,  your  Honour ;  I  think  the 
advice  from  you  quite  sufficient.  The  Judge  :  Then  I  shall 
have  to  decide  against  you.  Defendant  asked  for  costs,  and 
was  told  he  would  be  allowed  what  was  usual. 


Westminster  Cases. 
In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  May  16,  in  the 
case  of  Southcott  v.  Craven,  the  defendant,  who  was  de- 
scribed as  a  hair  and  skin  specialist,  carrying  on  business  at 
10  Drapers'  Gardens,  E.C..  was  sued  for  10/.  on  a  dishonoured 
cheque,  and  judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff  for  the 
amount  claimed  with  costs. 

In  the  case  of  Moore  v.  Fox  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover 
payment  of  an  account  in  respect  of  chemicals  supplied  to 
the  defendant,  who  was  described  as  an  analytical  chemist. 
The  defendant  said  he  owed  the  money,  but  was  not  in  a 
position  to  pay  it  all  at  once.  An  order  for  payment  of  1/. 
a  month  was  made. 

On  May  17,  in  the  case  of  Evans  r.  Godfrey,  the  plain- 
tiff applied  by  way  of  a  judgment  summons  for  the  com- 
mittal of  the  defendant  for  non-payment  of  a  judgment 
debt  in  respect  of  money  lent.  Both  the  partiesare  chemists. 
The  defendant  appeared,  and  said  he  was  not  in  a  position 
to  pay.  An  order  for  payment  of  10s.  a  month  was  made. 
In  the  case  of  Cooper  v.  Jay  the  plaintiff  applied  for  the 
committal  of  the  defendant,  a  chemist  formerly  carrying  on 
business  at  Islington.  It  was  stated  that  the  judgment  debt 
was  in  respect  of  commission  for  work  done  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  the  defendant's  business,  and  that  he  was  in 
a  good  position  to  pay  the  debt  at  once.  The  defendant  did 
not  appear,  and  his  Honour  made  an  order  for  payment  in  a 
month. 


Recovering  a  Feeding-bottle. 
Harriet  Farley,  of  Ottery  St.  Mary,  at  Honiton  County 
Court,  sued  Tom  Taylor  for  the  value  of  a  feeding-bottle. 
Plaintiff  lent  defendant  the  feeding-bottle  some  months  ago, 
and  defendant  said  it  had  been  returned.  Judgment  for 
Is.  6d.,  to  be  reduced  to  6d.  if  bottle  returned. 


Bankruptcy  IReports. 

Jte  Joseph  Arthcb  Jessop,  of  the  Limes,  Frizinghall 
Ivegate,  Bradford,  Restaurant  Proprietor,  formerly 
Managing  Director  of  Goodall's  Drug  Company  (Limited) 
The  statement  of  affairs  in  this  failure  shows  liabilitity 
estimated  at  1,469.'.  12s.  10/2.  and  assets  nil.  The  debtor,  who 
attributes  his  failure  to  law-costs  and  speculations  in  shares 
commenced  business  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  and  afterwards 
became  traveller  for  a  wholesale  druggist.  He  started  busi- 
ness in  Bradford  with  150Z.  capital  as  a  dealer  in  medicated 
wines.  This  business  was  sold  in  March,  1893,  to  a  medicated- 
wine  company,  for  6.000/.,  which  he  said  was  paid  in  cash 
and  shares  in  equal  proportions.  With  this  cash  he  pur- 
chased shares  in  Goodall's  Drug  Company  (Limited),  a 
concern  mainly  promoted  by  himself  in  1892.  He  was 
managing  director  to  the  medicated-wine  company  pre- 
viously referred  to,  until  November,  1895,  when  that  com- 
pany and  Goodall's  were  sold  to  the  Chemists'  Co-operative 
Society  (Limited),  for  14,000/.,  of  which  about  one-half  was 
paid  to  the  debtor  as  his  share.    This  he  invested  in  the 


Chemists'  Co-operative  Society,  and  he  acted  as  manager  to 
that  society  until  August,  1896.  He  was  then  out  of  employ- 
ment until  March,  1897,  when  he  was  engaged  as  manager 
of  Jessop's  Stores  (Limited),  a  company  having  premises 
and  doing  business  in  Bradford  and  Dewsbury.  This  posi- 
tion he  still  retains.  According  to  his  statement  he  bad 
lost  the  money  which  he  invested  in  the  Chemists'  Co- 
operative Society  (Limited),  that  society  having,  he  sa  ys 
been  wound  up.  Breach  of  a  contract  to  purchase  an  elec- 
trical engineering  company  cost  him  about  2,000/..  and  an 
action  brought  by  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited), 
in  respect  of  a  trade-mark,  cost  him  1,000/.  He  has  had  other 
losses  of  a  similar  nature,  and  bis  personal  expenditure  has, 
he  states,  been  as  high  as  10/.  per  week.  The  receiving-order 
has  been  made  on  the  petition  of  a  creditor. 


Re  E.  de  Laroque,  70  Acton  Street,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.r 

Chemical  Agent. 
The  creditors  under  this  failure  met  on  May  16  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  offer, 
a  resolution  was  passed  for  the  estate  to  be  wound  up 
in  bankruptcy.  The  ranking  liabilities  are  returned  at 
1,400/.,  and  the  assets  at  750/.,  consisting  entirely  of  book- 
debts.  The  debtor  has  been  for  some  years  and  still  is  the 
London  agent  to  a  Glasgow  firm  of  chemical  manufacturers, 
from  whom  he  receives  about  100/.  to  150/.  per  annum.  He 
has  also  traded  as  an  importer  of  American  timber. 


"Beets  of  arrangement 


Brown,  William  Smith,  Highfield  T.rraoo,  Moor  End, Cleckheaton, 
and  Ineson  Carbutt,  Bradford  Road, Olcckeaton, trading  ns"Tbc- 
Heaton  Street  Chemical-works,"  Heaton  Street,  Oleckheaton,  chemical- 
manufacturers.  Trustee,  Howgate  Holroyd,  Clecklieaton.  accountant. 
Dated,  May  12;  filed,  May  14.  Liabilities  unsecured,  1,0981.  3l.  Sd. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  63H.  8s.  1'/.    The  following  are  scheduled  as- 


creditors  : — 

£  i.  d. 

Beaumont,  H.  K.,  Huddersfield   78  0  0 

Blythc,  W.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester      ..       ..  13  0  0 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited),  Noitbwich..      ..  17  0  0 

Bryce  &  Rumpf,  Manchester    ..      ..      ..      . .  18  0  0 

Burnhill,  James,  Cleckheaton   43  0  0 

Collier,  J.,  &  Co.,  Liversedge   19  0  0 

Crossley,  Thomas,  Leeds   84  0O 

Elberfeld  Farben    Faljriken    Company  (Limited), 

Bradford   13  0  0 

Hepworth,  B.,  Cleckheaton    84  0  O 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds   1100 

Low  Moor  Chemical  Company,  Low  Moor    . .       . .  384  0  O 

Nicholson,  J.,  &  Son,  Leeds    24  0  0 

Nussey,  G.,  cfc  Son,  Leeds   44  0  0 

Read,  Holliday  &  Son,  Huddcrsfield   70  0  0 

Smith,  Thomas,  Halifax   10  0  0 

Yarley,  Richard,  Leeds   63  0  0 

Wyke  Dycware  Company,  Wykc    84  0  0 


Bulmer,  Ernest  Allon,  trading  as  Buhner  4s  Co.,  210  Sultan  Road,  and! 
residing  at  84  Manor  Road,  Portsmouth,  wholesale  chemist  and  drug- 
gist. Trustee,  William  H.  Godwin,  21  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.G., 
chartered  accountant.  Dated  May  5  ;  filed  May  12.  Liabilities  unse- 
cured, 483'.  Is.  47. ;  estimated  net  assets,  230/.  Assignment  upon  trust, 
4c,  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  not  less  than  10k» 
in  the  pound.   The  following  arc  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£    I.  d. 

Bassett  &  Co.,  Sheffield  10   0  0 

Burgoyne,  Burbidpes  &  Co.,  London  123   0  0 

Osmond,  C.  H ,  Glasgow   255   0  0 

Shaw,  William,  50  Saul  Street,  and  143  Brackcnbury  Street,  Preston, 
wholesale  druggist.  Trustee,  James  Todd.  Preston,  chartered  ac- 
countant. Dated  May  11  ;  filed  May  16.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
580?.  6s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  112/.  The  following  are  scheduled 
as  creditors  : — 

Ltd. 

Cambrian  Vinegar  Company,  Leeds   23  0  0 

Clay,  Dodd  &  Co,  Liverpool   22   0  0 

Hockin,  Wilson  4:  Co.,  London  12   0  0 

OldfieM,  Pattinson  4:  Co.,  Manchester  10   0  0 

Pctrement,  A.,  Manchester   10   0  0 

Preston  Price  Company,  Preston    20   0  0 

Richards,  Robert,  Preston    23  0  0 

Shaw,  John,  Forton   300  0C- 
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Graoe  motes. 


Messes.  Seabury  &  Johnson,  of  New  York,  have  re- 
ceived the  contract  for  25,000  first-aid-to-the-injured 
packages  for  the  U.S.  War  Department,  as  well  as  50,000  lbs. 
of  bandages. 

Sulphur  Tablets. — Messrs.  J.  Denoual  &  Co.,  New  Cross 
Road,  S.B  ,  are  putting  up  their  sulphur  tablets  in  nice  pink 
cartons  containing  4  oz  They  are  neat  packets,  and  the 
tablets  are  well  flavoured  and  well  finished. 

Messes.  Beady  &  Mabtin,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  have  been 
•compelled  to  considerably  extend  their  premises  by  erecting 
in  Northumberland  Road  a  new  building,  60  feet  by  40  feet 
in  ground  area,  for  their  surgical  department. 

By  a  misunderstanding  in  our  publishing-department  the 
advertisement  of  Squire's  "  Companion  to  the  Pharma- 
copoeia "  which  appeared  in  our  last  issue  referred  to  the  last 
(16th)  edition.  What  should  have  been  announced  was  that 
the  new  (17th)  edition,  referring  to  the  new  Pharmacopoeia, 
is  in  preparation. 

The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they 
(have  placed  all  "  Sanitas "  proprietary  articles  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list,  subject,  however,  to  the  reservation  that  they 
may  supply  any  firm,  whether  members  of  the  P.A.T.A.  or 
not,  who  will  sign  an  undertaking  to  observe  their  fixed 
minimum  prices — viz.,  5Jd.  for  Qd.  articles,  and  10^d.  for 
Is.  articles. 

B.P.  Ceeam  op  Tartar.  —  We  mentioned  last  week  in 
our  Trade  Report  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  immedi- 
ately supplying  cream  of  tartar  B.P.  quality,  prices  had 
advanced  somewhat.  Mr.  Walter  J.  Crook,  35  Eastcheap, 
E.C,  now  informs  us  that  he  is,  and  has  been  for  years 
past,  in  a  position  to  supply  any  quantity  of  creaui-of-tartar 
-crystals  testing  up  to  and  beyond  99  per  cent. 

Messes.  Barnett  &  Foster,  engineers  and  manufac- 
turers, "Niagara"  Works,  Eagle  Wharf  Road,  N.,  have  just 
issued  a  new  edition  of  their  catalogue  of  carbonating- 
machinery,  filling  and  corking  machines,  &c.  There  are  in 
addition  particulars  and  prices  of  many  odds  and  ends 
required  by  aerated-water  makers,  who  will  find  in  this 
catalogue  many  useful  and  novel  pieces  of  machinery 
inquired  in  their  business. 

Digestive  Ferments.— Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
59  Tooley  Street,  S.E.,  have  prepared  an  eight-page  booklet 
giving  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  monographs  on  pepsin, 
glycerinum  pepsini,  thyroideum  siccum,  and  liquor  thyroidi, 
together  with  directions  for  preparing  them  from  the  more 
■concentrated  preparations  made  by  themselves.  It  will  be 
found  a  useful  contribution  to  this  important  subject.  A 
copy  will  be  sent  to  any  chemist  who  wishes  to  have  it. 

Oil  op  Hyacinth  (Natural).— Mr.  Louis  Schlesinger 
sends  us  a  sample  of  a  natural  oil  distilled  from  hyacinth- 
flowers.  Hitherto  this  odour  has  been  obtained  either  by 
the  enfleurage  process  or  artificially,  but  South  of  France 
distillers  have  now  succeeded  in  making  it  by  distillation. 
It  is  a  slightly  viscid  and  water-  white  otto,  of  characteristic 
hyacinth  odour,  and  on  dilution  with  alcohol  the  aroma 
■develops  markedly,  so  that  it  will  be  specially  suitable  for 
making  handkerchief  perfumes. 

Lemonade-crystals.— Messrs.  Hora  &  Co.,  47  Minories, 
E.,  are  putting  up  lemonade-crystals  in  nice  style.  The 
crystals  are  contained  in  a  wide-mouthed  bottle  enclosed  in 
a  carton  of  attractive  appearance.  The  lemon  flavour  is  very 
delicate,  and  when  used  according  to  directions  a  nice 
lemonade  results.  The  same  firm  are  putting  up  4-oz.  tins  of 
"  Health  Salt."  The  decoration  of  the  tins  is  very  superior, 
and  the  salt  above  average  quality.  We  have  also  received  a 
sample  box  of  their  seidlitz-powders.  The  powders  we  find 
*o  be  well  wrapped  and  of  proper  weight. 

Messrs.  Goodmans  (Limited),  of  2  Ludgate  Hill,  and 
10  New  Bond  Street,  ask  us  to  explain  that  they  are  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  firm  of  the  same  name  at  Cardiff, 
•against  whom  an  action  was  brought  in  the  Cardiff  County 


Court,  for  dental  maltreatment,  on  May  5,  which  was  re- 
ported in  this  journal  of  May  14,  page  793.  Messrs.  Good- 
mans (Limited)  say  they  always  make  a  point  of  employing 
qualified  assistants.  Their  only  branches  are  at  Manchester, 
Liverpool,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen, 
Brighton,  Chatham,  Canterbury,  Maidstone,  Colchester, 
Gravesend,  Southampton,  Guildford,  Windsor,  Kingston, 
Aldershot,  Peterborough,  Reigate. 

Okol  Dressings. — The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  have 
introduced  some  new  antiseptic  dressings  prepared  with 
okol,  their  new  disinfectant.  Okol  is  an  emulsion  of  an  oil 
consisting  chiefly  of  acid  hydrocarbon  derivatives  of  the 
benzene  series,  and  has  been  found  by  Dr.  Rideal  to  be  a 
powerful  germicide  and  far  more  active  than  the  same 
weight  of  carbolic  acid.  Okol  is  in  some  respects  similar  to 
carbolic  acid  but  is  non-poisonous  ;  it  differs  also  from 
Sanitas  in  not  possessing  oxidising-properties.  The  dress- 
ings prepared  with  this  new  germicide  have  a  faint  pleasant 
odour  suggestive  of  Sanitas.  The  wool,  lint,  and  gauze  are 
sent  out  of  10-per-cent.  strength,  and  white,  and  are  made 
for  the  company  by  the  Galen  Manufacturing  Company, 
Ladywell,  E.C. 

Ristona  and  Sapo  Rosata. — Messrs.  McCaw,  Stevenson  & 
Orr  (Limited-),  Leadenhall  Works,  Belfast,  and  29  Cannon 
Street,  E.C,  have  sent  us  samples  of  their  Ristona  gold, 
silver,  and  lustre  paints,  which  are  the  most  successful  we  have 
tried.  The  base  is  not  a  benzin  one,  but  is  more  in  the 
nature  of  gold-size,  the  advantage  being  that  the  paint  when 
once  dry  cannot  be  rubbed  off.  The  lustre  paints  are  of 
various  shades — copper,  peacock-blue,  green  and  antique 
bronze,  and  are  put  to  the  same  uses  as  the  gold  and  silver 
paint.  People  of  artistic  temperaments  will  find  many  uses 
for  these  articles  in  domestic  decoration,  and  it  is  a  series 
which  will  do  credit  to  the  seller.  They  are  put  up  in  6d. 
and  Is.  bottles.  Sapo  Rosata  is  a  traveller's  soap  in  collap- 
sible tubes,  which  sell  for  Qd.  It  gives  a  nice  lather  and  also 
answers  well  for  shaving- purposes.  Its  convenience  to 
travellers  and  cyclists  and  its  advantages  over  the  soap-box 
generally  carried  are  obvious. 


Business  Cbanges. 


Notice  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
•properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  Geo.  Dixon  has  acquired  the  chemist's  business 
formerly  carried  on  at  the  Com  Market,  Halifax,  by  Mr. 
Dyer. 

Me.  C.  H.  Swift,  chemist,  Huddersfield,  has  opened  a 
branch-establishment  at  Fartown.  It  will  be  managed  by 
his  son,  Mr.  E.  R.  Swift. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  at  40  Cathcarc 
Street,  Greenock,  has  been  acquired  by  Miss  Margaret 
Ronald,  who  will  shortly  take  possession. 

S.  F.  Goss  (Limited)  have  bought  the  late  Mr.  T.  H. 
Streeter's  business  in  Sloane  Street,  S.W.,  and  are  reconvert- 
ing the  premises  into  a  modern  first-class  drug-store. 

Me.  J.  McNaughtox,  Port  Glasgow,  will  shortly  open  a 
branch  at  37  Belhaven  Street.  It  will  be  in  charge  of  Mr. 
A.  H.  Forrester,  the  son  of  a  well-known  Dysart  chemist. 

Me.  A.  H.  Leach,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a  new 
pharmacy  at  3  Kay  Street,  Darwen.  The  whole  of  the 
shop-fittings  were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders, 
Liverpool. 

Me.  William  Lamont,  chemist  (from  Leith),  has  taken 
over  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  George  Mackie  at 
51  High  Street,  Brechin.  Mr.  Mackie  has  removed  to 
Edinburgh. 

Me.  F.  J.  Sanguinetti,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ealing, 
will  shortly  open  a  branch-pharmacy  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  Harding,  who  has  been  an  assistant  of  his  for  four 
years.    The  new  premises  are  situated  in  The  Avenue,  Castle 
I  Hill. 
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£rat>c  IRcport. 


Notice  to  Hetail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  tlie  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Terms"  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473. 

42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  May  19. 

DULNESS  rules  the  market,  especially  in  the  produce 
trade,  which  is  feeling  keenly  the  influence  of  poli- 
tical movements.  In  several  departments  business  is 
practically  at  a  standstill.  Wholesale  trade  is  also  slow, 
and  there  is  little  doing  in  chemicals,  although  several  lead- 
ing articles  are  moving  towards  a  firmer  position.  This  is 
specially  the  case  with  cocaine,  glycerin,  and  (juinine  : 
manufacturers  of  the  last  are  exceptionally  busy.  In  con- 
nection with  this  we  may  call  attention  to  the  article 
on  Java  quinine  on  page  835.  The  continued  scarcity  of 
belladonna- root  has  induced  advances  in  atropine  and  its 
congeners.  Morphia-manufacturers  maintain  that  they  are 
selling  the  alkaloid  below  the  opium  parity,  and  would  take 
the  first  opportunity  for  an  advance,  but  opium  shows  a 
slightly  easier  tendency  for  the  moment.  The  following  are 
the  principal  changes  of  the  week : — 


Higher 


Antimony 

Ati  opi  le 

Balsam  Peru 

Cardamoms 

Chiretta 

Eserine 

Ethers 

Homatropine 

Honey  (Calif.) 

Hydrastis  alkaloids 

Insect  flowers 

Mercurials 

Morphia 

Naphtha 

Oil,  star-anise 

Quicksilver 

Spirit,  Meth. 


Firmer 


Lower 


Balsam  tola 

Cocaine 

Golden-seal 

Jalap 

Oil,  castor 

Oil,  peppermint 

Potash  chlorate 


Arsenic 

Canary-seed 

Chillies 

Copper  sulphate 

Gums 

Pimento 


Our  Xew  York  correspondent  cables  important  advice  re- 
garding several  staples  which  are  in  active  request  there. 

CABLEGRAMS. 

Bergen,  May  18,  6  45  r.M.— The  result  of  the  Finmarken 
fishing  since  last  week  has  been  poor,  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather.  The  total  catch  from  the  commencement  of  the 
season  up  to  date  is  33  300,000  cod,  against  50.100  000.  and 
the  yield  of  medicinal  oil  20  300  barrels,  against  26  800 
barrels  at  the  same  period  of  1897.  The  Bergen  market  is 
unaltered  at  80.*.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  best  non-congealing 
Lofoten  oil. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg.  May  19,  1126  a.m.  :— Camphor  is  easier  at 
235m.  per  100  kilos.    Quinine  dull  of  sale  and  unchanged. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna.  May  19,  8.45  A.M.— Oar  market  is  very  firm,  and 
still  higher  prices  are  looked  for.  Agents  for  American 
houses  are  again  buying,  and  have  paid  up  to  9s.  8d.  per  lb. 
for  current  talcquale. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  May  19,  2  30  P.M.— This  market  is  gradually 
firming  in  every  direction  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and 
to-day  there  is  no  indication  of  relief,  but  rather  the  opposite. 
Several  drugs  are  in  active  demand  and  dearer,  notably 


hydrastis-root  (golden  seal),  which  is  50c.  per  lb  :  Rio 
ipecac,  which  has  sold  at  ,^2  25  per  lb.  ;  and  Tinncvelly  senna, 
which  is  in  active  demand,  and  ha*  advanced  by  le.  per  lb., 
and  the  holders  are  not  disposed  to  part  with  it  freely. 
Copaiba  is  selling  at  50  :  per  lb.  Quinine  is  firmer,  and  sales 
have  been  made  at  24c.  per  oz.  for  German  and  domestic 
sulphate.  Opium  is  also  firm,  but  unchanged  in  value;  and1 
the  same  applies  to  Curacao  aloes.  Citric  acid  is  advancing, 
and  in  demand  at  34c.  per  lb.  Hellebore-root  is  dearer — 
12c.  to  14o. — anil  higher  rates  are  expected. 


Dr.  W.  Basse  has  described  in  a  German  paper  a  new 
species  of  cardamoms  which  has  been  cultivated  in  the 
German  Cameroons.  It  is  said  to  resemble  Aviamnm 
Card.:-  Danielli,  and  the  pods  are  large,  brownish,  and 
moms.  about  4  to  7  cm.  long,  and  almost  egg-shape. 

The  seeds  are  said  to  be  of  fair  flavour,  but  are  different 
from  Ceylon  cardamoms,  and  more  resemble  grains  of 
paradise.  Dr.  Busse  only  describes  the  caidamorns  from 
the  botanical  point  of  view,  but  it  is  obvious  that  if 
this  variety  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  Came- 
roons a  market  will  be  found  for  them  in  Germany. 

*  *  *  * 

We  understand  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Hraltb 
in  New  South  Wales  has  undertaken  to  examine  and  report 
Adulter,!-  upon  honey  sold  or  produced  in  the  colony,  as 
tion  of  there  are  many  complaints  that  it  is  serious-ly 
Honey.  adulterated.  Should  the  Board  of  Healtb 
sustain  the  objections  made  to  the  adulteration,  it  is  probable 
that  an  Act  will  be  passed  to  put  down  the  sophistication. 


Acids. — Citric  and  tartaric  unchanged. 

Antimony. — Crude  has  advanced  to  23/.  per  ton,  spot. 

Arsenic  is  dull  of  sale  and  easier  at  201.  per  ton  for  best 
English  white  powder  on  the  spot.    Foreign  is  scarce. 

Atropine. — The  convention  advanced  their  prices  on  Mon- 
day to  17.*.  10(7.  per  oz.  for  the  pure  crystals,  15*.  6d.  for  B.P. 
sulphate,  and  15s.  4rf.  for  neutral  sulphate,  net-cash,  pack- 
ages extra. 

Balsam  Peru.— Firmer.  Little  is  to  be  had  in  London, 
the  bulk  being  held  by  one  dealer,  who  asks  9s.  6//.  per  lb. 
for  good  quality. 

Balsam  Tolu  continues  to  firm,  fine  hard  balsam  of  full 
flavour  being  2s.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  soft  Is.  6/7.  to  li.  9d. 

Bismuth  Salts. — The  current  quotations  are  :  subnitrate, 
5s.  Id,  subcarbonate,  5*.  Qd.,  salicylate,  5s.  9d.,  acd  sub- 
chloride.  5s.  Id.  per  lb.;  3d.  less  in  5-cwt.  lots. 

Cardamoms  have  recovered  from  the  inexplicable  downfall 
of  last  week,  sales  having  since  been  made  at  2d.  to  3^.  per 
lb.  above  the  prices  then  obtained.  The  exports  of  car- 
damoms from  Ceylon,  from  January  1  to  April  26,  were 
283X68  lbs.,  of  which  121275  lbs.  were  exported  to  the 
U.K.,  45,704  lbs.  to  Germany,  and  the  remainder  to  India 
Australia,  &c. 

CASCARA  Sagrada  is  steady  at  20*.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  oi> 
the  spot  for  last  year's  crop.    Old  bark  is  25s.  to  27s.  6^/. 

Chiretta. — Scarce  and  dearer.  From  3.^7.  to  4rf.  per  lb. 
is  wanted  for  good  genuine. 

Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Ceylon,  from  January  1  'o 
April  26,  were  284.371  lbs.,  against  209,745  lbs.  in  1857. 
At  the  auction  in  Amsterdam  on  June  9,  there  will  Le  offered 
8.155  bales  of  manufacturing  bark,  and  956  packages  of 
druggists'  bark.  The  stock  of  bark  in  Amsterdam  on  May  18 
amounted  to  1.934  bales  from  Government  plantations,  and 
13.663  from  private  plantations. 

Cocaine. — Firmer.  The  manufacturers'  price  is  9s.  9^/. 
per  oz.,  but  business  can  be  done  at  9s.  Qd.,  and  in  one 
quarter  9s.  5d.  is  quoted.  One  well-known  brand  has  been 
withdrawn  from  the  market  for  the  moment,  in  consequence 
of  an  expectation  that  prices  will  go  up. 

Cream  op  Tartar.— Flat.  B  P.  98  per  cent,  to  100  per. 
cent,  is  quoted  at  84s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  ordinary 
crystals  at  73s.  to  74s.  and  powder  at  75s.  to  76s. 

Dragon's-blood.— Fair  sauce-  baa  sold  at  6'.  5s.  per 
cwt.  Some  new  resin  in  r;?c!s  v  iP  com  •  up  for  tale  n?xt 
week. 
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Eserine. — The  sulphate  and  salicylate  bave  been  ad- 
vanced to  3s.  per  15  gr.,  and  the  pure  alkaloid  and  other 
salts  to  4s.  per  15  gr.,  net  cash,  packages  extra. 

Ethers.— The  English  manufacturers  have  now  followed 
■the  Continental  makers  in  advancing  their  prices,  which  are 
as  follows:  pure  methylated,  sp.  gr.  -720,  Is.  3d.,  and  other 
qualities  from  methylated  spirit,  7%d.  to  Is  3d.,  according  to 
gravity  and  purity.  Ether  B  P.,  sp.  gr.  -735,  4s.  Qd. ;  sp.  gr. 
750,  4s.  %d. ;  and  ether  puriss.  sp  gr.  720,  5s.  2d.  per  lb. 
Acetic  ether  is  quoted  at  3s.  M.  per  lb.  Spirit,  rether  nit. 
•and  spirit,  ammon.  arom.  have  also  been  advanced  in  price. 

Gentian-root.— Quiet,  at  21s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  terms  ;  and 
22s.  Qd.  ex- wharf  London. 

Glycerin. — Firm,  at  50s.  to  52s.  per  cwt ,  according  to 
■brand  and  quantity,  for  English  double  distilled,  sp.  gr.  1  260. 
Manufacturers  of  crude  are  holding  back  in  anticipation  of 
higher  prices. 

Golden  Seal-Root  —A  firm  market  in  consequence  of  a 
.good  demand  in  New  York.  The  quotation  there  has  been 
.raised  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.    The  article  is  scarce. 

Guaiacum.— The  fine  selected  resin  referred  to  in  our 
last  report  has  sold  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb. 

Gum  Olibaxum. — In  auction  medium  drop  sold  at  22s.  per 
■cwt. ;  small  mixed  ditto,  27s. ;  garblings,  14s.  Qd.  to  15s. ; 
and  fair  sittings,  16s.  to  16s.  Qd. 

Gum  Mastic. — A  small  business  continues  to  be  done  in 
good  pale  tear  at  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Gums. — To-day  water-soluble  gums  were  offered  in  auction, 
but  the  demand  was  very  moderate.  Of  Arabic  varieties  only 
about  150  out  of  between  3,000  and  4  00 )  packages  sold,  bold 
aad  pale  Oomra  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  good  red  Aden  sorts 
46s.  6^.  to  47s.,  pale  amber  ditto  43s.,  and  small  honey  42s.  Qd. 
to  44s.  There  were  no  other  sales  worth  noting.  The  prices 
were  sensibly  lower. 

Homatropine. — Pure  crystals  have  been  advanced  to 
lis.  9d.  per  15  grains,  and  homatropine  hydrobromide  and 
other  salts  to  9s.  lOd.  per  15  grains,  net  cash,  packages  extra. 

Honey. — We  hear  from  a  Californian  correspondent 
that  the  prospects  for  the  1898  honey  crop  are  very 
poor  in  California.  Most  of  the  beemen  will  be  satisfied  if 
they  get  enough  honey  to  carry  the  bees  through  to  another 
season.    In  consequence  of  this  news  prices  are  hardening. 

Hydrastine  — The  manufacturers  now  quote  the  alkaloid 
and  its  salts  16s.  9d  per  oz.,  and  hydrastinine  hydrochloride 
•3s.  per  15  gr.  Hydrastinine,  pure  crystals,  3s.  Qd.  per 
15  gr.,  net  cash,  packages  extra. 

Hypophosphites. — Lime,  potash,  and  soda  salts  are 
•quoted  at  3s.  5d.  per  lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots,  with  ranges  in  pi  ice 
■down  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  J-ton  lots  and  upwards. 

Insect-flowers.'; — Advices  from  Smyrna  intimate  an 
advance  of  5s.  per  cwt.  for  open  flowers,  which  are  now 
•quoted  in  London  at  48s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Iodine. — Unchanged  at  7^d.  per  oz.  Iodides  are  also 
■unchanged. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  our  last  report  business  has  been 
done  in  good  picked  Rio  root  at  9s.  3^.  per  lb.,  and  the 
values  of  ordinary  sorts  are  maintained. 

Jalap.—  Firmer.  Bids  of  5$d.  per  lb.  have  been  refused 
■this  week,  and  large  sales  have  been  made  at  6^.  It  is 
anticipated  that  higher  prices  will  yet  be  obtained. 

Kamala. — Good  bright,  light  in  weight,  sold  at  Is.  Id. 
k(not  3s.  Id.)  per  lb.  last  week. 

Mercurials.  —  As  intimated  a  fortnight  ago  English 
manufacturers  of  mercurials  raised  their  prices  immediately 
after  the  additional  advance  in  quicksilver  and  prices  of 
•the  more  common  salts  are  as  under.  Calomel  2s.  10^/. 
per  lb.,  corrosive  sublimate  2s.  6^.,  red  precipitate  3s.  2d., 
white  precipitate  3*.  3d.,  grey  powder  lid.  per  lb.  Ten 
•cwt.  lots  are  quoted  at  3d.  per  lb.  less  in  all  cases  except 
grey  powder,  and  the  quotations  are  without  engagement. 

Methylated  Spirit. — Dearer.  The  price  is  2s.  to  2s.  Id. 
per  gallon  "naked  "  for  contracts. 

Morphia. — Dearer  by  1^.  per  oz..  4s.  Qd.  now  being  re- 


quired for  powder,  although  1,000-oz.  lots  might  be  obtained 
at  4s.  4d. 

Naphtha. — Solvent  90-per-cent.  is  quoted  at  Is.  3^.,  and 
95-per-cent.  at  Is.  5d.  per  gal.  Crude  30-per-cect.,  5d.  to  Qd. 
per  gal.  Wood  naphtha  has  been  advanced  to  4s.  naked, 
on  the  spot,  and  is  a  firm  market  at  that. 

Oil,  Cassia,  containing  80  to  35  per  cent,  aldehyde,  is 
quoted  5s.  to  5s.  Id.  per  lb.  in  large  quantities. 

Oil,  Castor. — French  medicinal,  of  first  pressing,  is  38s. 
to  39s.  per  cwt.  in  cases  on  the  spot.  Belgian  is  also  firmer 
at  32s.  Qd.  ex  wharf,  for  first  pressing  medicinal.  The  mer- 
chants are  not  selling  beyond  June  delivery,  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  all  arrivals  go  immediately  into  consumption. 
Italian  oil  is  firm  at  42s.  per  cwt.,  "  c.  and  f."  terms,  for 
tasteless  first  pressing.  British  manufacture  is  quoted  at 
30s.  Qd.  for  firsts  in  barrels,  and  3~d.  per  lb.  in  cases  and  tins  ; 
seconds,  29s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  in  barrels,  and  3['7d.  lb.  in  cases  and 
tins,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b.  Sellers  are  not  anxious  to  contract  for 
forwari  positions. 

Oil,  Citronella,  is  quoted  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity.  The  exports  from  Colombo  from 
January  1  to  April  26  included  105,218  lbs.  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  354,609  lbs.  to  America. 

Oil,  Cod- liver.— A  dull  and  unchanged  market.  Prices 
range  from  85s.  to  95s.  per  barrel  for  new  Lofoten,  and  75s. 
for  1897  oil,  but  it  may  be  possible  to  make  contracts  at 
lower  rates.  Finmarken  oil  is  offered  here  at  80s.  per  barrel, 
f.o  b.  Bergen.  The  Finmarken  fishing,  our  Bergen  corre- 
spondent informs  us,  is  going  on  fairly  well.  The  yield  from 
this  fishing  up  to  May  7  was  2,750,000  cod,  which  will  give 
970  barrels  of  oil.  The  catch  is  smaller  than  last  year,  but 
the  livers  are  licher  in  fat,  for  last  year  the  4,500,000  cod 
yielded  896  barrels  only.  In  1896  the  catch  for  the  corre- 
sponding date  was  9  500,000  and  the  yield  of  oil  5,126  barrels. 
The  Bergen  market  is  still  quiet  at  80s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for 
Lofoten  non-congealing  medicinal  oil.  The  exports  up  to 
May  14  from  the  port  amounted  to  3,632  barrels,  against 
2,928  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1897. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Oil  containing  40  per  cent,  and  over 
of  eucalyptol  is  offered  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Quiet  at  4f  i.  per  oz.  for  contracts. 

Oil,  Olive. — Best  Lucca  oil  is  quoted  4s.  6^.  to  6s.  per 
gallon  on  the  spot,  according  to  quality,  and  Spanish  at 
32/.  10s.  to  331.  per  ton.  The  stocks  of  olive  oil  in  Italy 
have  been  much  reduced  of  late,  and  dealers  there  antici- 
pate that  the  supplies  will  not  hold  out  until  the  new  oil 
is  ready. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— Firmer.  HGH  has  sold  at  5s.  Qd. 
per  lb.,  landed  terms,  and  5s.  1\d.  on  the  spot.  There  is  an 
inclination  to  seek  higher  prices.  Other  good  American 
brands  are  quoted  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  9d  per  lb.,  which  is  also 
slightly  higher. 

Oil,  Sassafras.— Genuine  oil,  in  tins,  is  offered  at  Is.  Id. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Star-anise.— Dearer.  A  good  business  has  been 
done  this  week  at  from  6s.  Id.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms 
for  June-July  shipment,  and  there  are  further  buyers  at  the 
latter  price,  but  6s.  4A  "c.i.f.."  and  in  some  instances 
6s.  Qd.,  is  asked.    The  spot-price  is  6s.  Qd  per  lb. 

Oils,  Sicilian. — Letters  received  this  week  from  Messina 
intimate  that  the  market  for  all  essential  oils  is  firmer, 
especially  orange  and  bergamot,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the 
new  crop  is  not  promising  Dealers  there  are  not  anxious 
to  sell  for  distant  delivery,  and  higher  prices  are  looked  for. 
There  is  no  change  in  London  prices. 

Opium. — Firm.  Druggists'  kinds  have  sold  this  week 
at  10s.  to  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality,  but  the 
higher  price  is  now  asked  ;  current  talequale,  10s.  Business 
has  been  done  in  Persian  at  lis.  to  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.,  but  there 
is  practically  no  stock  left.  Our  Smyrna  correspondent, 
writing  on  May  6.  states  that  reports  regarding  the  sowings 
are  more  satisfactory,  and  the  spring  sowings  will  partly 
compensate  for  the  winter  deficit.  The  sales  for  the  week 
are  as  follows  : — Seven  cases  Karahissar  at  10s.  Id.  per  lb., 
and  four  cases  current  talequale  at  10s.  3d.  and  10s.  Hd , 
boh  for  speculative  account;   six   cases   Karahissar  at 
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10s.  3d.  and  10s.  6d.,  two  case3  Yerli  at  10s.  5d.,  and  three 
cases  current  at  10s.  4^.,  all  for  exportation.  These  prices 
are  "  c.i.f."  terras,  European  ports.  The  Constantinople 
market  has  been  more  animated  than  that  of  Smyrna,  and 
the  sales  there  amounted  to  40  cases  (for  exportation)  at 
prices  much  above  those  recorded  at  Smyrna.  In  con- 
sequence of  these  high  prices  it  is  reported  that  a  large  part 
of  the  stocks  at  Salonica  have  been  shipped  to  England,  and 
that  only  40  cases  now  remain  at  that  port. 

Phexazone. — The  convention  quotation  is  22s.  per  lb.,  but 
one  maker  offers  at  21s. 

QUICKSILVER. — On  Friday  the  importers  raised  the  price 
of  quicksilver. to  ,7/.  12s.  6*2.  per  bottle  ;  in  second-hand,  6d. 
less  is  asked. 

Quince-seed. — Scarce,  and  only  obtainable  on  forward 
delivery  at  Is.  6;/.  per  lb.  , 

Quinine. — There  is  little  to  report  this  week.  "  Bears ' 
mention  10%d.  per  oz.  as  the  price  for  second-hand  German 
sulphate,  but  we  hear  of  no  business  having  been  done  under 
10i(/.  The  first-hand  price  remains  unaltered  at  Is. 
nominally.  It  should  be  understood  that,  even  in  second- 
hand, quantities  of  5,000  oz.  to  10,000  uz.  cannot  be  obtained 
at  10\d.  The  German  manufacturers  are  very  full  up  with 
orders  for  the  American  market.  For  May-June  no  orders 
are  accepted  for  B.  &  S.,  acd  Is.  per  oz.  is  asked  for  July 
delivery.    English  makers  also  report  good  business. 

Rhubaeb.— Some  business  has  been  done  this  week  in  flat 
high-dried  Canton  at  ll'^d.  to  Is.  per  lb.,  and  small  rough 
Canton  has  sold  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Saffeon  is  likely  to  go  dearer  soon. 

Sarsapaeilla. — Little  business  is  reported  since  the 
auctions,  and  quotations  remain  at  Is.  lOd.  for  genuine 
grey  Jamaica,  Is.  Id.  for  Honduras,  and  at  Is.  3d.  for  Lima- 
Jamaica.    Mexican  is  scarce. 

Scammony. — In  auction  last  week  a  parcel  was  offered, 
but  was  bought  in.  It  is  understood  that  the  supply  on  the 
spot  is  limited,  but  the  demand  for  the  drug  has  greatly 
diminished.  Seconds  are  offered  nominally  at  18s.  to  22.-;. 
per  lb.,  and  firsts  are  firmly  held  at  from  26s.  to  30s.  per  lb. 

Seeds. — -Caraway  firm  at  23  s.  6d.  to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
Coriander  steady  at  7s.  to  8s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to 
good  Morocco.  The  new  crop  of  East  Indian  Fenugreek  is 
beginning  to  arrive.  Canary  seed  quiet,  with  further  small 
sales  of  Spanish  at  33s.  for  medium  quality. 

Senna. — The  demand  has  slackened  off  somewhat  this 
week,  but  a  limited  business  has  been  done  in  small  to 
medium  Tinnevelly  leaf  at  3d.  to  4(2.  per  lb.  Holders  con- 
tinue firm.  The  s.s.  Shannon  has  brought  176  bales  of 
Tinnevelly  this  week,  which  will  be  offered  at  next  week's 
sales. 

Shellac. — Privately  the  market  has  been  very  quiet  since 
our  last  report,  but  values  are  steady.  On  the  spot  TN 
second  orange  is  quoted  at  61s.  For  arrival  there  are  buyers 
at  60s.,  c.i.f.,  for  April- June  steamer,  and  August  delivery  at 
63s.  6d.  At  the  auctions  there  was  a  good  demand  for  second 
orange  at  about  current  rates,  but  business  was  checked  on 
account  of  the  higher  prices  asked.  The  sales  included  fine 
bright  second  orange  at  69s.  ;  flat  reddish,  61s.  ;  good  bright, 
partly  blocky,  56s.,  down  to  53s.  for  lower  grades.  Common 
ruby  garnet  sold  at  55s.,  and  fair  button  firsts  at  77s.,  and 
other  qualities  in  proportion. 

Spices  — There  has  been  a  quiet  market  all  the  week,  and 
small  transactions  have  taken  place  without  material  change 
in  prices.  At  the  auction  on  Wednesday  Jamaica  Ginger 
sold  at  about  steady  rates  ;  middling  dull  and  small  to  fair 
washed,  80s.  to  95s.  per  cwt. ;  good  washed,  97s.  to  102s.  6d. : 
and  bold,  112s.  6d.  to  120s.  Cochin  dull  for  rough,  but  firm 
prices  were  obtained  for  cut;  bold,  75s.  to  85s.;  medium 
and  bold,  71s.  6d.;  medium,  47s.  6d. ;  small,  36s.;  tips, 
26s.  6:1. ;  cuttings,  14s.  6d. ;  one  lot  of  dull  boldish  washed 
rough,  24s.  per  cwt.,  the  remainder  being  bought  in.  Zanzi- 
bar Cloves  steady;  barely  fair  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb.  For  de- 
livery June- August  is  quoted  3|<2.,  and  August-October  3~d. 
per  lb.  Zanzibar  Chillies  lower;  50  bales  dull  red  stalky 
sold  without  reserve,  at  29s.  to  29s.  6<f.  per  cwt.  Japan 
steady  ;  60  bags  fine  sold  at  39s.  to  4ls.  ppr  cwt.  Pimento 


easier;  ordinary  to  fair  sold  at  4^/.  to  4^/.  per  lb.  Man 
and  Nutmegs  continue  dull  of  sale.  Black  Pepper  a  frac- 
tion lower  ;  fair  Singapore  sold  at  4rZ.  per  lb. ;  and  March- 
May  steamer  at  4 } <■/.  A  small  lot  of  line,  bold,  black  Ceylon- 
brought  5§&  per  lb.,  and  heavy  Malabar  4 J to  4V.  White 
dull,  and  all  tbe  parcels  offered  were  bought  in.  Xellicherry 
Cinnamon  sold  at  lOd.  to  10\d.  per  lb.;  and  Ceylon  hard 
pieces  4r/.  per  lb.  Fine  Natal  arrowroot  sold,  without  reserve, 
at  b\d.  to  4.V/.  per  lb. 

TUBMEBIO. — A  firm  market,  with  sales  of  Bengal  nt 
15s  6d.  to  16s.,  Malabar  finger  at  21s.,  and  Cochin  split  bulbs 
at  8s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

TURPENTINE  is  slightly  firmer.  On  the  spot  American  is 
quoted  at  25s.  3d.  per  cwt. 


The  Liverpool  Drug-rncrket. 
Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  May  18,  reports 
that  the  upward  movement  in  Canary-seed  has  been  stayed, 
and  his  been  followed  by  a  somewhat  rapid  decline,  good 
bright  Turkish  selling  at  26s.  6d.  to  27s.,  and  one  parcel  of 
several  hundred  bags  only  fetched  26s.  per  qr.  In  Beeswax 
there  is  considerable  animation,  and  a  large  line  of  good 
vellow  Chilian,  rather  dark,  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d.,  good  pale  at 
11.  10s.  to  11.  15s.,  with  good  white  at  8/.  2s.  6r/.  The  sale  of 
St.  Domingo  reported  last  week  was  really  at  6/.  12s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.,  the  figure  of  6?.  15s.  per  cwt.  not  being  realised  by  the 
importers  after  all.  Russian  anise  is  steadily  held  at  18s. 
per  cwt.,  but  there  is  little  movement  in  the  market  at  the 
moment.  At  auction  13  packages  of  Maranham  Balsam 
eapaiba  offered,  and  were  held  at  prices  ranging  from  Is.  10.VJ. 
to  2s.  and  were  withdrawn  at  these  figures,  but  we  believe 
that  part  was  afterwards  sold  by  treaty  in  the  close 
neighbourhood  of  these  prices.  In  Castor  oil  there  is  a 
strong  feeling,  and  holders  are  sparing  in  their  offering  of 
stocks.  On  the  spot  3~d.  would  buy  a  little  good  seconds- 
Calcutta,  but  most  people  are  talking  of  higher  price  in  the 
near  future,  and  the  same  figure  is  being  asked  for  first- 
pressing  French.  Second-pressing  French  is  firm  at  3c/.  tc 
3T'-r/  ,  and  no  Bombay  or  Madras  ofTer.  In  Gum  Arabic  sorts 
there  is  a  scarcity,  and  they  are  very  steady — a  moderate 
business  being  done  at  70s.  to  75s.  A  good  inquiry  is  being 
experienced  for  Brazilian,  of  which  about  5  tons  sold  at 
moderately  steady  prices.  Honey  is  still  in  good  demand, 
aad  the  late  figures  are  still  being  realised  by  importers. 
Liquid  Californian  is  scarce,  and  is  fetching  a  good  price. 
Kola  Nuts  are  steady  at  l\d.  to  2d.  per  lb. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  heavy-chemical  market  maintains  a  fairly  steady 
tone,  without  many  changes  of  great  importance  in  values. 
The  business  which  is  passing  is  very  moderate,  and  although, 
orders  are  not  quite  so  heavy  as  is  usual  at  this  season, 
they  are  fairly  numerous  and  regular.  The  Lancashire 
markets  appear  to  be  rather  quieter,  whilst  on  the  Tync 
business  is  rather  more  brisk  owing  to  heavier 
shipments  to  upper  Baltic  ports.  On  the  Clyde  there 
is  little  change  to  note.  Sulphate  of  copper  is  easier, 
and  lead  products  too  have  a  tendency  towards  decline  from 
late  prices.  Soda  crystals  are  in  heavier  request.  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  is  not  moving  off  particularly  well,  but  the 
firmer  tone  lately  acquired  has  been  fully  maintained,  and 
prices  are  again  higher.  Benzols  are  also  very  steady. 
Glauber  salts  are  scarce.  Arsenic  continues  to  decline,  and 
Cream  of  tartar  is  only  weak.  Chlorate  of  potash 
has  at  last  taken  a  rather  firmer  tone,  and  is 
now  quoted  3\d.  Liverpool,  and  3\d.  London.  Yellon- 
prussiate  tteady,  at  unchanged  rates.  Brorcn  acetate  of 
lime  is  very  scarce,  and  prices  are  likely  to  advance  higher. 
Sulphur  of  copper  is  now  quoted  at  15/.  17s.  6d.,  and  Liver- 
pool 16/.  2s.  Qd.  to  16/.  5s.  Benzols  :  90-per-cent.,  Is.  to 
Is.  Id.  ;  and  50-per-cent.,  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  : 
Becktm,  9/.  5s.  ;  Beckton  terms,  prompt,  9/.  Is  3d.  ;  Leith 
and  London  figures  are  9/.  2.*.  6d.,  and  Hull  9/.  Exports 
from  Leith  last  week  were  very  low,  and  only  amounted  to 
124  tons.  Cream  of  tartar  crysta's  are  now  72s.  6d.  and 
powdered  74;.  6d.  to  76s.  Phosphorus  continues  to  move 
steadily  ;  sticks,  2s.  Id.  ;  wedges,  2s. ;  and  amorphous.. 
2s.  8id.  per  lb.  Silicates  of  soda  are  moviner  better;. 
140°  Tw,  3/.  7s.  6d. ;  1C0°  Tw.,  3/. ;  and  75°  Tw...  21.  6d. 
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ton  net,  f.o.b.,  in  usual  casks.  Saltpetre  is  firm  ;  British 
refined,  casks,  20s.  ;  keg^,  21s.  German  is  unchanged;  casks, 
18s.  9d. ;  and  kegs,  19s.  6d.  Alum  is  not  in  quite  so  heavy 
request  as  of  late,  but  demand  for  purest  makes  of  white 
Sulphate  of  alumina  is  a  shade  brisker. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 
Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  May  17  that  "  Oar 
drug-market  remains  very  quiet,  and  there  are  few  changes 
to  report  since  last  week.  Cape  aloes  is  firmly  held,  at 
55m.  to  56m.  per  ICO  kilos.  Anise  (Russian)  is  unchanged, 
at  37m.  per  100  kilos.  Star-anise  on  the  spot  is  very 
firm,  at  230m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  also 
very  firm,  and  higher  prices  are  quoted — viz.,  18m. 
per  kilo. — which  was  paid  to-dav.  Balsam  tola  is 
also  higher,  and  is  quoted  at  360m.  per  100  kilos. 
Camphor  quiet ;  there  is  very  little  doing  in  this  article  at 
present ;  to-day's  price  is  238m.  per  100  kilos.  Condurango- 
barkis  steady,  at  50m.  per  100  kilos  Maltese  cumin-seed  un- 
changed, at  39m.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  unchanged. 
Galangal  is  steady,  at  45m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  easier, 
at  14im.  per  kilo.  Quinine  is  without  change  and  dull, 
at  32m.  per  kilo.  Quillaia-barl  remains  firm,  at  40m. 
per  100  kilos.  Spermaceti  shows  a  better  market,  at  270m. 
per  100  kilos.  Opium  is  firmly  held,  at  22m.  to  23m.  per  kilo. 
Carnauba  max  is  quiet — grey  at  from  76m.  per  100  kilos., 
up  to  130m.  per  100  kilos,  for  fine  yellow.  Japan 
wax,  for  spot  delivery,  is  held  at  70m.,  but  69m.  will  buy. 
Rio  ipecacuanha  is  firm,  at  19m.  to  20m.  per  kilo. 
Essential  oils:  Russian  anise  is  quiet  at  14m.  per  kilo., 
Star-anise  at  14|m.  to  15m.  Clove  is  firm  at  6m.  to 
6}m.  per  kilo.,  and  Citronella  steady  at  2.70m.  per 
kilo.  Cajuput  oil  quiet  at  95m.  per  case  of  twenty- 
five  bottles.  Peppermint  oil  unchanged ;  HGH  at  5§m., 
Todd,  5m.  per  lb.  ;  Japanese  at  6m.  to  6Jm.  per  kilo. 
Carareay-seed  oil  is  very  firm,  at  8.75m.  per  kilo.  Carvol  oil 
firmer,  at  15m.  per  kilo.  Spirits  of  turpentine,  on  the  spot, 
is  scarce  and  firm  at  56m.  per  100  kilos.  Castor  oil  is 
steady ;  first  pressing:  in  barrels,  for  spot  delivery,  62m.  to 
6Hm. ;  June-July,  60?,m.  to  61m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver 
oil  is  quiet  and  unchanged." 


ARRIVALS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  drugs  which  have 
arrived  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other  large  ports  in 
England,  since  April  30.  The  figures  indicate  the  number  of 
original  packages  (bales,  casks,  &c.)  : — 

Aloes    40  1  Liquorice   604 

Asafetida   13      Lime-juice   33 

Balsams    26     Nux  vomica   1012 

Benzoin    332     Oil,  castor   1195 

Buchu    31  ,  Oil,  cod-liver   172 

Camphor   247  {  Oil,  eucalyptus    62 

Cardamoms    274  j  Oil,  limes   9 

Cascara  sagrada    215  :  Oil,  peppermint   75 

Cascarilla    9  ,  Opium   176 

Cinchona  1861     Orris   79 

Cocaine,  crude    5     Patchouli    12 

Coca-leaves   84  :  Quillaia    532 

Colocyntli    10     Quinine    60 

Copaiba    5  '  Rhubarb   64 

Coriander-seed   1325  '  Saffron    14 

Dill-seed   63     Saffron   18 

Dragons  blood    9     SarsaparOla    40 

Fennel-seed    217     Scammony-root   60 

Fenugreek-seed   712  J  Senna    178 

Gentian    36     Soy    50 

Honey    802  :  Tamarinds  (W.I.)    555 

Insect  flowers   21     Tamarinds  (E.I.J    17 

Insect-powder    52     Tonca-beans    1 

Ipecacuanha    22  ,  Wax,  bees'   1782 

Kamala    2     Wax,  Japan    403 

Kola   25 

!*  The  importation  of  drugs  at  the  port  of  Corunna  in  1897 
amounted  to  175  tons,  valued  at  7,875/.,  against  21  tons, 
valued  at  952/.  in  1896. 

Liquokice-eoot. — The  exports  of  liquorice  root  and  past- 
from  Batoum  during  1897  were  4,423  tons  (35,384/.),  come 
pared  with  7,462  tons  (55.965/.)  in  1896. 


"  pharmaceutical  ^formulas/' 

The  New  "  C.  and  D."  Book  of  Recipes. 

Price,  7s.  6d. ;  by  post,  8s. 

THE  following  firms,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  last 
week,  page  804,  stock  this  book,  and  sell  it  at  the  net 
price,  7s.  6d.  :— 

Butler  cfc  Crispe,  London 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds 
Thompson,  John  (Limited),  Liverpool 
Wilson  &  Co.,  Bradford 

Errata. 

Those  wdio  have  the  volume  should  note  the  following  correc- 
tions : — 

Page  33.    Under  Formula  I.  for  corn-solvent  the  year  should 
be  1882. 

„  531.  Under  Liq.  Euonymi  Sol.  the  quantity  of  euonymin 
should  be  8  drachms. 

„  625.  Under  Tr.  Ipecac,  et  Opii,  U.S.P.,  read  fluid  ex- 
tract of  ipecac,  (not  of  opium),  and  in  the  directions, 
on  page  626  note  that  the  final  volume  is  to  be- 
made  up  with  dilute  alcohol  (proof  spirit),  not., 
water. 


Commercial  IRotes, 

SAIGON  TRADE. 

A  consular  report  upon  the  trade  of  Saigon  and  district  has- 
been  issued  (F.  O.,  No.  2,060,  Id.),  but  it  contains  meagre 
information,  as  we  find  that  the  trade  of  important  provincss- 
of  Tonkin,  Annam,  Laos,  Cambodia,  and  Cochin  China  is 
dismissed  in  a  few  short  paragraphs.  As  regards  Cochin 
China  1,540  piculs  (90  tons)  of  cardamoms  were  exported  in 
1897,  valued  at  20,000/.  ;  gamboge,  2,736  piculs  (160  tons), 
value  20,500/. ;  pepper,  16,216  piculs  (950  tons),  value 
64,860/  ;  cocoanut-oil,  3,925  piculs  (230  tons),  value  3,330/. 
No  particulars  are  given  as  to  the  destination  of  the  above- 
exports.  The  same  report  states  that  in  the  Laos  country 
the  culture  of  the  poppy  plant  is  to  receive  attention,  with 
the  object  of  rendering  Cochin  China  and  Tonkin  independent 
of  India  in  the  purchase  of  opium.  A  mission  is  now  in  the 
district  studying  the  subject.  The  trade  of  Laos  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese  residents,  who  export,  among  other 
goods,  cardamoms  to  Siam  and  Cambodia.  An  export-duty 
of  $1-200  per  picul  is  placed  cn  cardamoms,  $5  per  picul  on 
beeswax,  and  $1  20  per  picul  on  shellac. 

WHAT  WE  CAN  DO  WHEN  WE  TRY. 

"  Do  British  travellers  ever  visit  you  ?  "  was  a  question  ad- 
dressed to  the  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  atPatras  (Greece) 
by  our  Consul,  and  the  answer  was — "  Our  eyes  are  nevci- 
sladdened  with  the  sight  of  them,  whereas  we  are  besieged 
by  their  German,  Austrian,  French,  and  Italian  confreres,. 
full  of  samples  and  quotations,  ready  to  accommodate  us  in. 
every  way."  As  a  remedy,  it  is  suggested  that  a  combina- 
tion of  manufacturers  of  articles  not  competing  with  each 
other  might  with  advantage  establish  an  agency,  supplied: 
with  samples  of  the  various  articles  produced.  Similar 
agencies  or  exhibitions  of  samples  have  been  established  at 
Patras  by  the  principal  competing  nations  with  satisfactory 
results.  Not  long  ago,  Patras  was  supplied  with  and  used  none 
but  French  and  German  soaps,  which  pay  the  heavy  import 
duty  of  2  drachma  50  lepta  per  oke  (2s.  per  2  84  lbs.),  whereas- 
unscented  soaps  pay  only  401.  per  oke  (5f  d.  per  2  84  lbs.). 
Somebody  with  a  "  bright  idea "  thought  that  British  un- 
scented soap  might  compete  successfully.  1  he  idea  was  put 
into  practice,  a  general  agent  was  appointed,  and  in  a  very 
short  period  (says  the  Consul)  all  descriptions  of  British 
carbolic,  tar,  and  other  unscented  soaps  found  ready  favour, 
and  have  now  completely  supplanted  the  foreign  article. 
This  case  in  point  ought  to  apply  equally  well  to  other 
British  goods,  as  we  understand  they  are  gladly  welcomed 
when  they  can  be  obtained  at  prices  approaching  those  of 
the  German,  French,  and  other  foreign  manufacturers.  From 
the  same  report  we  gather  that  some  4.0C0  tons  of  sulphate 
of  copper,  principally  of  British  manufacture,  was  imported 
during  1897.  It  is  being  used  as  a  remedy  against  vine- 
disease,  and  is  retailed  at  20/.  per  ton.  In  order  to  en- 
courage the  local  manufacture  of  the  sulphate  in  Greece 
the  Government  intend  to  abolish  the  impcrt-duty  on  tin  ■ 
raw  material. 
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7a  teritlnf  1'tters  tor  publication  correspnnd'n'.i  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  tht 

■paper  only.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume. 
Notice  to  ^  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dents  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Assistants'  Union. 

Sir, — If  "  Tocsin,"  "  Drawn  Sword,"  and  others  who  have 
the  formation  of  an  assistants'  union  at  heart  will  communi- 
cate vit'i  me,  I  think  a  first  meeting  of  assistants  might 
easily  be  arranged  and  the  union  established.  There  never 
was  a  time  in  pharmacy  when  the  need  of  such  a  union  was 
more  keenly  felt  than  the  present,  and  it  would  be  a 
thousand  pities  if,  after  all  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  the  formation  of  so  useful  a  body  should  fall 
through  for  want  of  someone  to  start  it.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  meet  anyone  interested  in  the  matter,  and  enclose  my 
card.  Cepia.  (178/42.) 

We  sent  on  to  "  Tocsin  "  the  names  and  addresses  of  three 
gentlemen  who  asked  to  be  put  into  communication  with 
him  with  a  view  to  combined  action.  ';  Tocsin  "  replies  :  — 
"  Many  thanks  for  yours  to  hand  re  '  Assistants'  Union.'  My 
time  is  already  so  crowded  with  occupation  of  many  kinds 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  enter  into  correspon- 
dence with  individuals  on  the  subject.  My  object  was  to 
arouse  the  younger  men  to  contemplate  their  future,  and  it 
is  for  them  to  organise  the  campaign  against  the  enemy.  I 
will  gladly  do  my  part  in  assisting  such  a  movement,  and 
will  willingly  subscribe  to  a  fund  to  defray  expenses  of 
organisation,  if  such  be  set  on  foot." 

A  Correction. 
Sir, — In  this  week's  edition  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist a  Mr.  E.  J.  Woolley,  who  recently  graduated  in  medi- 
cine at  Cambridge,  is  described  as  being  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  of  Manchester.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  mistake,  as  I 
am  the  only  pharmaceutical  chemist  of  that  name  on  the 
register,  and  I  have  not  taken  the  degree  in  question. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Victoria  Bridge,  May  16.  E.  J.  Woolley. 

Lawyers'  Letters. 

Woolley  s  Headache  Powders. 

SiE, — Our  clients,  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  Market  Street  and  Victoria  Bridge,  Manchester, 
have  called  our  attention  to  an  article  appearing  on  page 
783  of  your  issue  of  May  14, 1898.  um  ier  the  heading  "  Patent 
Medicines  Suspected,"  in  which  Woolley's  headache-powders 
are  mentioned. 

Our  clients  desire  us  to  state  that  they  are  neither  the 
manufacturers  nor  the  vendors  of  the  headache-powders  in 
question,  and  they  will  be  glad  if  you  will  insert  in  your  next 
issue  a  notice  that  the  Woolley  mentioned  in  your  article  has 
no  connection  with  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  this  city.  Yours  truly, 

Addleshaw,  Warbieton  k.  Co. 

15  Norfolk  Street,  Manchester,  May  17. 

McDougall's  Sheep-dip. 

Sir, — We  are  instructed  by  our  clients,  Messrs.  McDougall 
Brothers,  of  this  city  and  London,  to  communicate  with  you 
in  reference  to  a  report  in  your  valuable  paper  of  May  14  of 
a  case  at  the  Kells  County  Sessions  (Ireland)  in  which  a 
shopkeeper  named  Cooney  was  prosecuted  for  selling  a 
poisonous  sheep-dip. 

In  the  evidence  as  reported  it  was  stated  that  the  dip  in 
question  was  McDr-ugall's  sheep-dip  and  on  analysis  it  was 
proved  that  arsenic  was  present. 

Our  clients  wish  to  state  most  emphatically  that  the  dip 


so  analysed  was  not  McDougall's  sheep-dip  and  must  have 
been  the  dip  of  some  other  maker  possibly  having  similar 
labels  in  design  and  colour  on  the  tin  containing  the  dip. 

Our  clients  say  that  their  dip  docs  not  contain  arsenic  nor 
is  it  poisonous — that  they  do  not  use  arsenic  for  any  purpose, 
and  that  it  is  not  on  their  premises  in  any  shape. 

Their  dip  from  its  invention  many  years  ago  has  not 
contained  arsenic,  and  in  the  whole  of  their  experience, 
involving  a  trade  in  almost  all  countries  of  Ibe  world  in  shcep- 
dip,  they  have  never  to  the  present  time  had  any  complaint  of 
any  poisonous  or  other  injurious  quality  in  the  dip.  On  the 
contrary  the  wide-spread  fame  of  their  dip  and  its  universal 
use  have  caused  unprincipled  makers  to  use  designs  and 
colours  of  labels  closely  imitating  in  style  those  of  our  clients 
and  thereby  calculated  to  mislead  the  public. 

As  our  clients  are  receiving  letters  from  their  customers 
asking  for  explanations  we  .shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  insert 
this  letter  in  your  next  issue,  in  order  that  the  injury  which 
the  report  alluded  to  is  calculated  to  cause  may  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  be  remedied. 

We  are  in  communication  with  the  persons  interested  in 
the  Kells  case,  with  a  view  to  the  proper  explanation  being 
given  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  to  which  the  case  has  been  sent 
for  trial.  Yours  truly. 

Thus  Chori.tox,  Son  &  Ham  En. 

32  Brasennose  Street,  Manchester, 
May  17. 

Lochrcll  v.  Doifjall. 

Sib, — Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  in  this  action  contained  in  your  issue  of  May  7. 

As  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  decided  upon  hearing  the  open- 
ing speech  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel  that  the  case  was  one 
which  should  not  have  been  brought  in  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division,  the  defendant  had  no  opportunity  of  contradicting 
the  injurious  statements  which  you  report. 

We,  therefore,  ask  you  to  allow  us  to  state  that,  as  we  are 
advised,  the  statements  made  to  the  detriment  of  the  defen- 
dant's mineral  water  were  quite  irrelevant  to  the  issue 
between  the  parties ;  but  that  the  defendant  absolutely 
denies  their  accuracy,  and  is  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  pro- 
duce meaical  and  other  evidence  to  prove  that  they  were 
unfounded  in  fact. 

As  to  the  real  points  at  issue  between  the  parties,  wc  can 
only  ask  that  the  judgment  of  the  public  .shall  be  withheld 
until  the  trial  of  the  action. 

Yours  obediently, 

Feaser  &  Christian. 

4  Finsbury  Circus,  E.C.  Defendant's  Solicitors. 

Coca-wine  and  Publicans. 

SIR. — Your  remarks  [report]  under  the  above  hea  ling  in 
this  week's  issue,  are  certainly  very  misleading,  as  you  will 
readily  understand,  although  being  large  makers  of  coca- 
wine,  &C.|  we  carry  on  business  as  wine-merchants,  dealing 
in  all  classes  of  wine,  the  order  in  this  particular  instance 
originating  from  the  Brewers'  Exhibition  last  November, 
where  we  exhibited  an  appetising  wine  to  take  the  place  of 
sherry  and  bitters  for  hotels,  resturants,  itc,  not  having  the 
slightest  reference  to  coca-wine.  It  is  also  well  known  that 
we  do  not  employ  junior  travellers,  our  three  gentlemen 
representing  us  being  experienced  men.  Neither  are  we  in 
business  for  charitable  purposes,  but  to  make  money,  and  we 
do  no  business  on  sale  or  return.  We  trust  you  will  allow 
us  space  for  this  explanation  in  your  next  issue,  as  our  large 
increase  during  the  last  six  months  in  the  sale  of  medicated 
wines  has  emanated  almost  entirely  from  the  chemists  all 
through  the  United  Kingdom.  Thankins  you  in  anticipation, 
Wc  are,  yours  faithfully. 
Holloways  Wine  Company  (Limited), 

61  New  Oxford  Street,  W.C.,  May  14. 

The  B.P  and  its  Hevision. 

Sir, — We  have  to  thank  you  for  so  promptly  sending  on 
the  new  B  P.  It  is  elegant  and  handy,  and,  whatever  smart 
critics  may  say,  it  is  undoubtedly  a  superior  product.  An 
Imperial  B.P.  can  never  be  all-inclusive  nor  more  than 
approximately  up  to  date.  (1)  It  should  be  revised  every 
seven  years  and  published  several  months  in  advance  of  its 
authorisation.    (2)  It  should  be  prepared  by  a  council 
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largely  representative  of  pharmacy,  and  (3)  on  its  present 
lines.  Addenda,  so  far,  have  not  been  quite  satisfactory. 
Dispensers  are  largely  dependent  on  individual  industry  and 
enterprise. 

Unguentum  aqure  rosss  comes  too  late.  Regretfully  we 
gave  it  up  in  our  pharmacy  long  ago.  Pots  moulded,  tins 
rusted,  stock  deteriorated.  Everybody  protested  that  Galea 
•would  not  do.  Cremor  lanolini  odoratus  (lanolin,  vaselin, 
aqua,  and  otto)  is  a  long  way  ahead  of  it,  and  ought  most 
certainly  to  have  superseded  the  other  in  the  new  B.P.  It 
is  simple,  stable,  elegant,  and  universally  approved. 

C.  C.  (180/44.) 

Sir, — The  pertinent  query  in  your  leader  of  May  14,  re  the 
new  B.P.,  "  Should  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  include  names 
for  articles  which  were  never  in  it,  such  as  swaet  spirit  of 
nitre  and  milk  of  sulphur  ? "  strikes  a  nail  on  the  head. 
Why  should  it,  indeed  ?  The  absurdity  of  such  interference 
is  best  seen  in  the  case  of  laudanum  as  a  synonym  for 
tinctura  opii.  Those  who  have  been  in  the  opium-taking 
districts  know  full  well  that  tr.  opii  B.P.,  if  tendered  for 
"  laudanum,"  would  be  at  once  rejected  as  "not  being  of  the 
nature,  &c,  demanded."  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  milk  of 
sulphur,  seidlitz  powders,  are  pirallel  cases,  though  perhaps 
not  so  striking.  Had  the  Medical  Council  consulted  some 
provincial  chemists,  they  might  have  learnt  that  an  aqueous 
tincture  is  what  is  required  when  laudanum  is  asked  for. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Bingham,  May  13.  Chas.  C.  H.  Cadge. 

Sie, — In  the  preface,  dated  February  21,  1898,  the  name  of 
the  late  Sir  Richard  Quain  appears  as  Chairman  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee,  and  also  on  page  v.  as  President  of  the 
General  Council.  Should  not  a  work  published  "  by 
authority  "  have  had  some  slip  inserted  alluding  to  the  death 
of  Sir  Richard  on  March  13  last  ?  On  pp.  xiv.  and  xvi. 
"pharmacists"  only  are  mentioned.  As  these  are  in  a 
minority  of  those  who  are  most  concerned  with  dispensing 
prescriptions,  would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have  referred 
to  "  chemists  and  druggists  "  as  well  ?  No  dose  is  given  for 
tr.  arnicas,  as  referred  to  on  page  xviii. 

The  exactitude  of  the  text  of  the  work  is  a  very  great 
improvement  on  that  of  the  first  issue  of  1885.  The  columns 
of  the  C.  1).  will  hardly,  in  1898,  contain  every  week  lists 
of  typographical  errors  as  was  the  case  then.  On  page  96, 
line  six  from  bottom,  the  "  B  "  has  got  out  of  place  a  little, 
and  this  is  the  only  defect  that  has  been  noticed  in  a  hurried 
survey. 

One  word  has  come  into  very  frequent  use  which  was 
hardly  used  at  all  in  1885— i.e.,  "  interaction."  The  frequency 
with  which  it  is  now  employed  makes  one  wonder  how  such 
a  useful  word  was  done  without  for  so  long.  Reading  the 
first  page  of  the  text  proper  caused  a  good  dictionary  to  be 
got  ready  for  any  other  words  there  might  be  to  come  of  so 
unusual  a  nature  as  "  glairy."  On  page  31,  line  11  from 
bottom,  is  not  "  dissociates "  a  little  pedantic?  Would  not 
"  decomposes  "  have  done  as  well  ?  Having  heard  so  much 
of  the  percentage  alcohols,  the  monograph  on  "  alcohol " 
was  eagerly  looked  for,  but  was  not  to  be  found.  The  poor 
despised  and  rejected  old  friend  "  rectified  spirit  "was  turned 
to,  and  there  under  the  old  name  were  found  the  details  of 
its  more  fortunate  rivals,  alcohols  of  the  various  percentages. 
"  Glucose  "  was  another  article  looked  for  and  not  found. 
This  appears  to  be  the  only  article,  of  which  a  preparation  is 
official,  which  is  not  itself  described  in  the  B.P.  The  new 
directions  for  making  lin.  calcis,  "shake  together,"  are  a 
decided  simplification  over  the  former  stiff  and  stilted 
English,  "Mix  together  with  agitation."  In  the  debatable 
lin.  potass,  iodid.  c.  sapone  the  curd  soap  is  ordered,  in  the 
directions  for  making,  to  have  its  "  shavings "  reduced  to 
"  fine  shreds."  Soft  soap,  "  yellowish-white,"  answers  to  the 
common  article.  Do  not  the  wholesale  houses  always  supply 
the  "yellowish-green"  when  the  B.P.  is  ordered?  "Cold- 
cream"  is  not  added  as  a  synonym  to  "  ung.  aq.  rosas."  So 
each  chemist  can  still  supply  an  article  according  to  his  own 
favourite  recipe. 

The  last  B.P.  was  issued  in  October,  1885  ;  thus  it  had  to 
bear  the  full  brunt  of  many  an  evening  meeting.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  interest  in  the  new  book  will  not  all  have 
evaporated  before  next  winter. 

Lowestoft,  May  13.  A.  H,  Hinde. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Ohemisth' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duly." 


175/42.  Subscriber. — It  is  not  necessary  to  make  so  much 
trouble  about  Pharmacopoeia  preparations.  No  chemist  will 
get  prosecuted  if  he  uses  his  best  intelligence  to  dispense 
the  preparation  which  he  has  reason  to  believe  the  prescriber 
intended.    The  old-stock  difficulty  is  not  a  serious  one. 

175/57.  Phosphate. — You  cannot  legally  be  the  owner  or 
part  owner  of  a  shop  where  poisons  are  sold  until  you  are 
qualified.  Employing  qualified  managers  would  not  ex- 
onerate you. 

178/58.  W.  H. — We  do  not  know  of  any  process  of  law 
by  which  you  can  compel  the  railway  company  to  alter  the 
form  of  their  receipt  for  your  convenience. 

173/28.  Borax. — -If  the  label  is  entered  at  Stationers' 
Hall  as  a  label  you  might  be  able  to  trace  the  person  who 
registered  it,  but  if  it  was  treated  as  an  artistic  copyright 
it  would  be  registered  under  the  name  of  the  person  who 
entered  it.  You  can  only  discover  by  paying  Is.,  which  will 
entitle  you  to  search.  You  must  get  someone  to  apply 
personally. 

180/19.  A.  L.  A.  (Queensland). — It  is  not  customary  to 
give  "  certificates"  to  those  who  pass  professional  Preliminary 
examinations,  because  they  are  considered  to  be  part  only  of 
a  final  qualification  for  which  a  certificate  is  granted.  The 
letter  notifying  that  you  have  passed  the  Preliminary 
examination  is  sufficient  evidence,  and  is  frequently  referred 
to  as  a  "certificate."  This  is  all  that  is  given  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  colonies  follow  the  home 
custom. 

179/17.  B.  B.  asks  if  he  (unlicensed)  may  sell  a  hair- wash 
containing  whisky  as  one  of  the  ingredients.  In  strict  law 
he  may  not.  We  do  not  believe  either  there  is  any  concession 
in  law  for  the  sale  of  spirit  of  any  kind  in  toilet-articles. 
But  we  know  that  when  employed  legitimately  these  are 
never  interefered  with.  But  what  possible  reason  can  there 
be  to  tempt  the  authorities  by  using  whisky  ?  A  simple  hair- 
wash  does  not  need  a  medicine-stamp,  but  it  is  quite  possible 
to  so  word  the  label  (by  recommending  it  for  the  relief  of 
complaints)  as  to  incur  liability. 

118/22.  Birmingham.  —  (1)  The  medicines  which  yora 
mention  are  abortefacients,  and  if  you  give  them  to  a 
pregnant  woman  you  may  get  yourself  into  trouble. 
(2)  The  pill  need  not  be  stamped  if  you  do  not  recom- 
mend it  for  the  cure  of  complaints.  Why  not  post  yourself 
up  in  that  subject  by  reading  our  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine- 
stamp  Duty  "  ? 

179/57.  Spectacles. — A  plate-licence  costs  21.  6s.  per 
annum,  and  must  be  held  by  everyone  selling  articles  any 
one  of  which  contains  more  than  2  dwts.  of  gold  or  5  dwts. 
of  silver.  A  licence  costing  51.  15s.  must  be  taken  by  persons- 
selling  more  than  2  oz.  of  gold  or  30  oz.  of  silver  at  a  time. 

165/31.  Shed. — We  cannot  advise  you  to  advantage- 
without  knowing  the  conditions  on  which  you  hold  the  pro- 
perty. Whether  it  is  your  place  or  the  landlord's  to  repair 
the  kitchen-range  depends  entirely  on  your  lease  or  agree- 
ment. Whether  you  are  bound  to  restore  the  shed  depends- 
on  whether  it  was  a  landlord's  fixture  or  not.  This  would 
be  determined  by  the  way  it  was  built.  Generally  speaking, 
you  may  not  remove  a  structure  if  it  has  penetrated  the 
ground. 

173,26.  Methyl. — You  may  only  make  methylated  spirit 
in  quantities  of  not  less  than  100  gals,  (of  the  mineralised 
kind)  at  a  time,  under  licence  and  under  the  supervision  of 
Inland  Revenue  officers,  and  only  according  to  the  prescribed 
formula.  It  is  possible  to  get  from  a  methylator  an  un- 
mineralised  methylated  spirit  if  you  get  special  authority 
irom  the  Excise.    See  Diary,  1898,  page  212. 
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172/22.  A})prentice. — If  a  master  sell  his  business  and 
retire  while  a  contract  with  an  apprentice  is  pending,  he 
obviously  breaks  that  contract,  and  is  liable  for  such  damages 
as  can  be  proved  against  him.  He  cannot  pass  on  his  con- 
tract for  some  one  else  to  fulfil,  nor  can  he  insist  on  the 
-apprentice  following  him  to  another  place.  But  the  diffi- 
culty is  one  that  can  generally  be  arranged.  It  is  wise  to 
arrange  it,  however,  before  the  business  is  transferred. 

168/23.  L.  L. — We  can  only  tell  you  that  an  unregistered 
person  cannot  legally  be  a  proprietor  or  a  part  proprietor  of 
an  open  shop  where  poisons  are  sold  by  retail.  A  bona  title 
wholesale  druggist  is  not  interfered  with  for  so  describing 
himself,  even  though  he  is  not  registered. 

171/15.  Acetum. — The  absence  of  vinegar  from  the  Phar- 
macopoeia does  not  much  change  the  legal  position.  The 
Pharmacopoeia  was  never  a  legal  standard  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  even  for  drugs,  and  certainly  not  for 
foods.  Its  descriptions  could  be  quoted  in  evidence,  and  in 
the  case  of  drugs  the  evidence  was  very  strong,  but  it  was 
not  conclusive.  The  decisions  in  regard  to  vinegar  were 
conflicting,  but  we  do  not  think  it  was  established  that  when 
vinegar  was  asked  for  malt  vinegar  must  necessarily  be  sup- 
plied. The  question  for  a  court  would  be,  What  should  the 
purchaser  reasonably  expect  to  get  in  accordance  with 
general  custom  1 

170/23.  Rustious. — You  are  not  legally  bound  to  send 
-your  scales  and  weights  to  be  verified  at  specified  intervals  ; 
you  are  required  to  produce  them  for  testing  when  the  in- 
spector calls  for  the  purpose ;  and  you  are  required  to  have 
'them  accurate  and  stamped. 

173/17.  Caput. — Adding  carmine  to  phenacetin  would 
make  it  a  compound  drug,  which  might  then  be  rendered 
liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty. 

95/38.  A.  R.  JB.  asks  if  it  would  be  legal  to  sell  the  old 
lac.  sulph.  when  milk  of  sulphur  is  asked  for  if  labelled : 
"  The  old  fashioned  Milk  of  Sulphur  of  the  London  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1721."  We  think  it  would  ;  but  we  cannot  guarantee 
that  all  analysts  and  magistrates  will  share  our  opinion. 

174/40.  Fawdon. — An  associate  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  may  not  describe  himself  as  a  pharmacist.  That 
title  is  reserved  to  pharmaceutical  chemists  by  Section  15  of 
"the  Pharmacy  Act,  1863. 

100/2.  Soot  asks  an  interesting  question.  [He  is  a 
chemist  in  England,  and  should  not  use  a  misleading 
description,  as  the  law  may  not  be  the  same  in  Scotland  as 
in  England.]  He  says: — "  I  make  brewed  ginger-beer  and  hop- 
ale.  I  also  hold  a  British  and  foreign  wine-licence.  Suppose 
a  sample  of  either  of  the  above  were  taken,  and  found  to 
contain  more  than  2  per  cent,  proof  spirit,  would  the  above 
licence  come  under  the  head  of  sweets  ?"  [We  do  not  think 
the  Excise  authorities  would  admitthispossibility,  but  they  are 
not  infallible,  and  if  any  fruit  were  used  in  the  ginger-beer,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  hop-ale,  there  would  be  the  basis  of  an 
interesting  argument.  The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  look 
nn  ginger-beer  and  hop-ale.  containing  more  than  2  per  cent, 
of  proof-spirit,  as  beer,  and  beer  is  defined  by  43  and  44  Vict, 
c.  20,  s.  2,  as  including  ale,  porter,  spruce-beer,  black-beer, 
or  any  other  description  of  beer ;  and,  by  48  and  49  Vict.  c.  51, 
.s.  4,  this  definition  is  extended  so  as  to  include  any  liquor 
made  or  sold  as  a  description  of,  or  as  a  substitute  for,  beer, 
which,  on  analysis,  is  found  to  contain  more  than  2  per  cent, 
of  proof-spirit.  These  liquors,  in  the  Excise  view,  would 
come  within  that  description.  On  the  other  hand,  you  might 
not  unreasonably  claim  that,  though  misnamed  beer  or  ale, 
your  products  come  within  the  definition  of  sweets  in  52  and  53 
"Vict.  c.  42,  s.  28 — viz.,  "  Any  liquor  made  from  fruit  and 
sugar,  or  from  fruit  or  sugar  mixed  with  any  other  material, 
and  which  has  undergone  fermentation  in  the  manufacture." 
It  will  be  seen  that  fruit  is  an  essential  constituent  of 
sweets.] 

176/21.  Pestilential. — You  cannot  sell  creasote  labelled 
as  carbolic  acid  without  running  risks  of  legal  proceedings. 

182/53.  T.  R. — It  is  legal  for  a  qualified  medical  man  to 
•keep  a  chemist's  shop.  The  Medical  Council  would  have  no 
power  to  interfere. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


171/9.  Equut. — (1)  "Veterinary  Counter- practice,"  3.«.  6d. 
(office  of  the  C.  4"  1>.),  is  just  the  book  you  want.  (2)  To 
remove  obstinate  iron-stains  from  linen  use  fairly  strong 
hydrochloric  acid,  or  wash  with  a  weak  solution  of  fcrro- 
cyanide  of  potassium  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid,  and 
follow  with  solution  of  caustic  potash. 

171/23.  Nemo. — The  charge  for  the  hire  of  cameras 
depends  on  their  value.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  cost  is  the 
usual  charge  for  a  day.  For  longer  periods  (say,  a  week)  a 
5  per  cent,  per  day  rate  is  charged. 

171/27.  Vigor. — (1)  Lemonade-powder  is  coloured  with 
aniline  yellow.  (2)  Lime-cream. — See  C.  4'  £>.,  April  23, 
1893,  page  636,  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  pages  77  79. 

172/34  Chemieus  — It  is  the  commercial  solution  of 
silicate  of  soda  which  is  used  for  preserving  eggs.  Any 
vessel  that  will  hold  water  will  do  for  the  process. 

168,58.  Devon. — Gavelle's  Extract  is  a  cypher  name  for 
an  ingredient  in  Russell's  prescription  for  obesity.  We  do 
not  know  what  is  intended,  but  see  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas." 

161/9.  Devon. — The  usual  system  in  partnerships  is  to 
credit  each  partner  with  a  fixed  percentage  on  his  capital 
(say,  5  per  cent.),  and  then  to  share  the  net  profits  either 
equally  or  as  may  be  arranged.  If  a  partner  puts  in  no 
capital,  he,  of  course,  gets  no  percentage. 

71/37.  Zemo — A  Unit  of  Electric  Light  is  defined  as 
1,000  watts  (a  kilowatt)  supplied  for  one  hour,  or  its 
equivalent.  A  watt  is  the  power  of  a  current  of  1  ampere 
driven  by  an  electric  pressure  of  1  volt.  The  maximum 
price  allowed  to  be  charged  by  the  Board  of  Trade  is  8^/.  a 
unit. 

167/46.  East  Riding. — Sausage-skins  are  Bleached,  we 
believe,  with  sulphur.  They  are  exposed  in  a  closed  vessel 
to  the  fumes  of  burning  sulphur. 

12/5.  T.  J.  J. — Your  sample  of  lubricating-oil  is  entirely 
mineral.    It  is  one  of  the  heavy  petroleum  oils. 

We  have  replies  to  the  inquiries  respecting  Coppock  k  Co. 
and  Health-salt  tins.  Will  the  inquirers  please  send  their 
names  and  addresses  ? 


Owing  to  pressure  on  our  space  this  nceli  we  arc  com- 
pelled to  hold  over  a  number  of  letters  and  nearly  all  the 
replies  to  queries  that  are  in  type. 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  th* 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Tuesday.  May  24. 

Reception  at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Painters  in  Water  Colours  by 
the  Presidents  "of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  Society  of 
Chemical  Industrv,  and  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  8.30  to 
11.30  P.M. 

Wednesday.  May  25. 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Westbourne  Restaurant, 
at  9  p.m. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athhtic  Club.  Seventh  Annual  Sports,  at 
Powderhall.  Among  the  events  are  open  foot-races  and 
cycle-races,  confined  to  the  trade :  and  the  final  tie  of  the 
football  competition  will  be  decided  between  the  teams  of 
Raimes,  Clark  it  Co.  and  H.  EL  Smith  &  Co. 

Nottingham  and  Xotts  Chemists'  Association,  at  9  p.m.  Annual 
meeting. 

Thursday.  May  20. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly 
W.,  at  3  r.M.    "  Heat "  (Lett.  III.),  by  Lord  Rnyleigh,  F.R.S. 


